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in the: approaching Royal Academy: exhibition (May 1).
The price in.the catalogue will be £300. I wish someone
would present it to Down House. The Japanese-Govern-
ment wants a copy for Tokio.

In order to advance the most interesting movement
to restore to Down House memorabilia of Darwin, the
following committee of members of the American

Association has been appointed. to cooperate with the .

British Association:

Dr. Andrey Avinoff

Dr. William Beebe

Dr. Nathaniel Lord Britton
Dr. Frank Michler Chapman
Dr. E. G. Conklin

Dr. Joseph Grinnell:

Dr. Henry Fairfield Osborn:
Dr. George Howard Parker
Dr. Frank Alexander Wetmore
Dr. William M. Wheeler

On May 8 the following eable was received from
the British. Association :

PRrROFESSOR OSBORN, American Museum of Natural His-
tory, N. Y.

Formal opening Darwin’s house June seventh, Couneil
delighted if you could name representative American
Association able attend giving postal address for in-
vitation.

HOWARTH, Secretary British Association

In response to this cable a representative, or repre-
sentatives, of the American Association will be se-
lected. The return of Down House as a British na-
tional monument is an event in which biologists in all
parts of the world will rejoice. Gradually much of

the original furniture of the house will be returned

and already many very interesting memorabilia- in
the form of original Darwin letters, original editions
of Darwin’s works, and volumes from Darwin’s own
library have found their way back to Down.

When the present writer visited Down in 1926, ac-
companied by Major Leonard Darwin, and stood on
the spot where the immortal “Origin of Species” was
written, he joined Sir Arthur Shipley, Sir Arthur
Keith and several others in the resolve that this classie
center of biology should be returned to its original
purpose.

HexrYy FARFIELD OSBORN

AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

RESEARCH RESERVES IN THE NATIONAL
FORESTS '
CreaTION of “research reserves” and “primitive
areas” in the national forests for permanent preserva-
tion in their natural state has been announced as a
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poliecy -of the U. S. Forest Service.. Research reserves
will be set: apart- for scientific and . educational pur-
poses and primitive areas will be maintained to-offer
to the nature lover and student of history a repre-
sentation of conditions typical of the pioneer period.

“With the exception of the national parks and In-
dian reservations,” the Forest Service says, “the na-
tional forests include the only considerable areas of
land within the United States in which the original or
virgin. conditions have not been, much modified by
human action. Each year invasion threatens some
such areas.

“Reduetion of all wild areas. to a common level
would constitute an irreparable loss to. science and
education. Lost, too, would. be the social advantage
of preserving some examples of the conditions under
which the nation developed and which influenced na-
tional ideals, traditions and modes of life. The eco-
nomic desirability of outdoor recreation in such prim-
itive areas is obvious.”

Tracts appropriate for both research reserves and
for primitive areas will be designated in each of the
major forest regions. So far as practicable, the sys-
tem of research reserves will be designed eventually
to insure the preservation of virgin areas typifying
all important forest conditions in the United States.
Within these reserves, scientific and educational use
will be exclusive except as public use for recreation
may be found compatible with scientific studies. In
determining the boundaries of research reserves, how-
ever, care will be taken to avoid the unnecessary in-
clusion of lands not vitally essential to scientific use,
and which would be of greater public service under
other forms of use. Scientific agencies outside the
government may use the reserves freely.

Regulations governing the primitive areas will al-
low considerable leeway to take care of particular
situations. In general, however, the areas will be
maintained as nearly as practicable in a state of prim-
itive simplicity. The Forest Service will favor liberal
use of the primitive areas by the public without re-
strictions other than those imposed by the fire regula-
tions and the state laws on sanitation.

Some of the National Forest districts have already
set aside certain “wilderness” areas, to be maintained
free from occupancy or industrial development. The
preservation of research and primitive areas is now
to be made a part of the Forest Service program on a
nation-wide basis.

EXPEDITION FOR THE STUDY OF
GORILLAS
AN African expedition to seek adult specimens of
gorillas for anatomical and anthropological study has
been organized and financed by Columbia University.
It is a joint enterprise of the department of anatomy:



