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The genes in general seem not at any moment to be
narrowly limited with respect to changes they may
undergo, or limited either with regard to the ultimate
source of the influence to which their changes are due.
Chance is arbiter in the field of variation, and the
normal frequency curve is the type of distribution to
which heritable variations in any stock or character
tend to conform.

Qiven heritable variation uncontrolled in direction,
natural selection everywhere operative in the intensity
indicated and the undisputed effect of inheritance, it
follows inevitably that with respect both to the size of
their genera, and to the area their species occupy in
the world, organisms must be related numerically as
we have seen. It must be possible to say that the
graph which summarizes the result of organic evolu-
tion, and expresses its law, is a curve derivable from
the normal curve and one whose ordinates are suec-
cessively the sums in order of the homologous terms
of an infinite series of infinite descending geometric
progressions, :whose common ratios lie between the
limits of 1/2 and 1.0. i

Infinite in diversity, admirable in simplicity and
unity, is the process whose order may be expressed

so_briefly. W. H. LonNeLEY
GoUCHER COLLEGE

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

THE GORGAS MEMORIAL INSTITUTE

TaE New York Times reports that a program for
the participation of every Central and South Amer-
ican country with the United States and the Republic
of Panama in an effort to place the Americas on a
sanitary status comparable to that of the city of
Panama and the Canal Zone, which were transferred
by Major-General William C. Gorgas from pest holes
of disease to one of the most healthful areas in the
world, took form at the meeting of the board of di-
rectors of the Gorgas Memorial Institute on April 23.

The proffer by Panama of a site and building, for-
merly intended for a school of medicine at Panama

City, but now dedicated as the Gorgas Memorial Lab-

oratory for the study of tropical disease, was ap-
proved by the board.

Dr. Franklin H. Martin, president of the institute,
pointed out the importance of this research to every
great industry doing business around the Caribbean
Sea, as well as its humanitarian significance. “If this
laboratory in Panama can discover a cure for ma-
laria,” Dr. Martin said, “it would mean a saving for
industry of millions of dollars, besides a saving of
thousands of lives.”

Vice-president Curtis was elected a director of the
institute. Ex-president Coolidge, whose term as hon-
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orary president of the institute automatically expired
with his office as president and whose place has been
filled by President Hoover, was elected on the insti-
tute’s advisory council, as was former Vice-president
Charles G. Dawes. Florencio Harmodio Arosemena,
president of Panama, and Henry L. Doherty, of New
York City, were elected to serve with Mr. Coolidge
and Mr. Dawes on the council.

Surgeon-General Edward Riggs and Rear-Admiral
Edward R. Stitt, both of the United States Navy,
were elected to the board of directors.

MEMORIAL TO DR. SALMON

ANNOUNCEMENT is made by George W. Wicker-
sham, honorary chairman, of the establishment of the
Thomas William Salmon Memorial to give recogni-
tion to the scientific man who makes the greatest con-
tribution of the year in the field of mental medicine.
The memorial is in honor of Dr. Thomas W. Salmon,
former professor of psychiatry at Columbia Univer-
sity and medical director of the national committee for
mental hygiene, who died on August 13, 1927.

The plans of the memorial call for a series of lec-
tures to be given by the person to whom the award is
made in'various cities of the United States under the
auspices of accredited scientific, medical or educational
organizations. It is intended to disseminate knowl-
edge of value in the control and prevention of mental
and nervous diseases.

The administration of the initial fund of $100,000
is to be vested in the New York Academy of Medicine.
It will be a permanent and endowed establishment
with national and international connections. The
movement was started by one hundred and fifty lead-
ing neurologists and psychiatrists who are associated
with leaders in the mental hygiene movement and in
psychiatrie, social service and nursing fields.

It is said that universities, medical schools,. scien-
tific societies and independent workers in this country
and abroad are to be surveyed annually in a search
for the individual, prominent or obscure, whose
original work promises most in the line of relief to
the states, municipalities, private organizations and
individuals confronting the economic and humane
problems incident to the inereasing number of people
suffering from mental and nervous diseases.

The honorary vice-chairmen of the memorial include
General John J. Pershing, Dr. Nicholas Murray But-
ler, the Rev. Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, Mrs. Helen
Hartley Jenkins and Dr. John H. Finley. The chair-
man is Dr. Frankwood E. Williams and the vice-
chairman Dr. William L. Russell. Dr. Austen Fox
Riggs is secretary; Paul O. Komora, assistant secre-
tary; the New York Trust Company, treasurer, and
Dr. Samuel W. Hamilton, assistant treasurer. The



