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In addition to this information a statement from the
Navy Department says that the expedition this year
proposes to set up its apparatus in the vicinity of
Tloilo in Panay and will receive the cooperation of the
Manila Observatory in selecting the exact site. The

Manila Observatory, under the direction of Father

Selfa, is known for its work in the meteorology of
the Philippine Islands. _

A tender will be assigned for the use of the expedi-
tion upon its arrival in the Philippines, and also an
expert motion picture photographer and the necessary
mechanics and helpers will be attached to the party
from the Asiatic Fleet.

This year’s eclipse, which takes place during the

afternoon of May 9, is of exceptional importance on
account of its long duration, the maximum duration
of totality being over five minutes. Although wholly
invisible in the United States, in fact taking place in
the dark hours of the eighth of May, the eclipse
stretches its beam of darkness over widely separate
land areas from the northwestern end of Sumatra,
across the Malay State of Kedah, across Siam and
southern Cambodia, and finally over the middle group
of islands of the Philippines between Luzon to the
north and Mindanao to the south, including the im-
portant cities of Iloilo, the second in size in the
Philippines, and Cebu, where Magellan met his death
in his round-the-world cruise. '
. The observatory’s expedition, in addition to special
observations on its own part, is duplicating certain
features of the program arranged for the party from
the Sproul Observatory of Swarthmore College which
will go to Sumatra. An interesting comparison of
data is in prospect, if both parties are favored with
clear weather. Several other expeditions are to cover
the. mény phases of this exceptional eclipse. - British
expeditions from Greenwich and Cambridge are in
prospeet. Four German expeditions are planned, one
from Hamburg possibly operating in the Philippines.
Then there are Duteh, French and Italian expeditions
in preparation and possibly one from Australia.

The corona effects of this eclipse will not repeat
themselves for another quarter of a century. It is,
therefore, the corona that will receive intensive-study
this year. Besides a study of the Einstein proplem,
the various programs contemplate spectrophotometry
of the chromosphere and corona both in the red and
in the ultra-violet, a study of solar radiation near and
through totality, experiments to test the effect of
tatality on radio transmission, relative intensities of
the lines of the coronal spectrum, improved measure-
rhent of the wave-lengths for the coronal lines with a
spectrograph of high dispersion, examination for dis-
placement of the dark lines of the outer corona with
a slit spectrosecope of high dispersion, a study of
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coronal rotation with a falling plate spectrograph and
interferometer and with a quartz spectrograph, and
other features, including a special study of the
shadow-band phenomenon.

THE HARVARD UNIVERSITY EXPEDITION
TO STUDY TROPICAL MEDICINE
‘ - IN YUCATAN

AN expedition which may throw new light upon the
Mayan civilization started on February 1 for Yuca-
tan from the department of tropical medicine of the
Harvard Medical School and School of Public Health.

The immediate purpose of the expedition is to make
a medical survey of the population of a section of that
country. The Carnegie Foundation of Washington
has appropriated funds and will bear a portion of the
expense of the expedition.

The regions selected is about Chichen Itza where is
situated a famous sacrificial well of the aborigines.
There are villages of mixed population in the neigh-
borhood and others of practically pure-blooded Maya
Indians. Little is known of the diseases of these peo-
ple and it is hoped that the study may throw light
upon the causes of the complete collapse of the Maya
civilization which followed close upon the Spanish
conquest. ’

The “Yucatan Medical Expedition” will have its
headquarters among the ruins of the ancient city at
Chichen Itza where, for some years,.the Carnegie
Foundation has maintained a station for archeological
research. Mr. Sylvanus G. Morley, who is now on
the ground, has charge of the station and of the arche-
ological work being done there. Mr. A. V. Kidder, of
Andover, made the preliminary arrangements with the
Department of Tropical Medicine on behalf of the
foundation. .

The personnel of the Medical Expedition is as fol-
lows: Dr. George C. Shattuek, in charge; Dr. Joseph
C. Bequdert, entomologist, and Dr. Jack H. Sand-
ground, parasitologist, all of the Department of Trop-
ical Medicine of the School of Public Health; Dr.
Kenneth Goodner, bacteriologist, of the department of
bacteriology of the Harvard Medical School, and Mr.
Byron L. Bennett, laboratory technician.

THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

THE corner-stone of the main administration build-
ing of the Department of Agriculture in Washington
was laid just before noon on Monday, January 14, by
Secretary W. M. Jardine in the presence of Senators
and Representatives in Congress and many of the
members of-the staff. '

Secretary Jardine presided at the ceremony. In
response to his invitation, Senator Capper and Repre-
sentatives Haugen and Dickinson made brief talks,



