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The confusion of names and the uncertainty of
many generic characters had become a serious ob-
stacle to any general studies in this vast group. Dr.
Cushman’s investigations have been so comprehensive

and his findings so clearly marshalled that this last .

great work will be a point of departure for all fu-
ture studies in the Foraminifera. .
CaArL O. DUNBAR
PEABODY MUSEUM,
YALE UNIVERSITY

Thomas Condon, Pioneer Geologist of Oregon. By
Errexy ConboN McCorNACK. University Press,
Eugene, Oregon, 1928.

Proressor CONDON was an outstanding and singu-
larly attractive figure in the history of Western geol-
ogy. He came as a missionary to Oregon in its early
days in 1852. Interested from the first in the geology
and fossils of the new country, he became more and
more a leader and teacher in the science, and when
the University of Oregon was organized in 1876 he
was appointed to the chair of natural science at Eu-
gene, and spent a long and active life in exploring,
collecting, teaching and lecturing. He lived to see
the pioneer community in which he had settled grow
into a great and prosperous state, to see the new lo-
calities and fossils that he had discovered and brought
to the notice of Eastern scientists become classic fields
and well-known faunas, and the successive generations
of students that he taught step forward into active
useful life inspired by the fine enthusiasm and love
of science that pervaded his life and teaching.

The correspondence with the Smithsonian Institu-

- tion, with Marsh, Cope and others regarding Condon’s
discoveries, revesls an exceptionally fine and generous
attitude on his part and may well serve as an inspira-
tion to those of us who hope to follow his lead. A
brief sketch of his life and- principal discoveries, cita-
tions from some of his early essays and reports and
an outline of the fossil mammal faunas of central
Oregon are also included. An appreciative foreword
by Henry Fairfield Osborn precedes the account.

W. D. MATTHEW

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

SCIENTIFIC APPARATUS AND
LABORATORY METHODS.

A GAUGE FOR RAPID DIAMETER
MEASUREMENTS
FacEp with the problem of measuring the diameter
of several thousand fruit tree seedlings rapidly at a
point just above the surface of the soil, the writer
came upon a screw and wire gauge which met the
requirements nicely, information about which he
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passes along to any others who may have similar
problems to meet. The accompanying figure explains
itself. The gauge is of spring tempered steel about
four inches long and one and one-half inches wide,
easily carried in the pocket. The gentle slope of the
sides makes it possible to measure diameters with
surprising accuracy. The markings in parts of an
inch read in thirty-seconds of an inch, and in ae-
tual operation it is not difficult to read in sixty-
fourths. The maximum diameter accommodated is
seven sixteenths of an inch.

A second scale for measuring the outside diameter
of serew threads offers further refinement. Reading

_ from 0 to 30, they represent the following decimal

equivalents of an inech:

No. 0—0.060 No. 10—.190
No. 1— .073 No. 12—.216
No. 2— .086 No. 14—.242
No. 3— .099 No. 16—.268
No. 4— .112 No. 18-—.294
No. 5— .125 No. 20—.320
No. 6— .138 No. 22—.346
No. 7— .151 No. 24—.372
No. 8— .164 No. 26—.398
No. 9— 177 No. 28—.424

No. 30—.450

In operation this gauge has been found superior
to slide micrometers, both in accuracy and rapidity
of measurement.

H. B. Tukey

N. Y. STATE AGRICULTURAL

EXPERIMENT STATION,
GENEVA, N. Y.

A SIMPLE FIXING, WASHING AND
DEHYDRATING DEVICE

THE dehydrating device described by W. D. Court-
ney in SciENCE for June 29, 1928 (p. 6563) suggests



