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to go ashore on the island. The boat carrying the
scientific party with instruments and supplies was
capsized during the landing, but the instruments were
for the most part recovered and there were no casual-
ties.

Observations were to have been made on Necker
Island, but rough weather made landing there im-
practicable. The ship therefore proceeded to French
Frigates Shoal, where on East Island the same obser-
vations were made as on Nihoa. Triangulation was
also started, and more complete magnetic observations
were made at this place.

The ship returned to Honolulu for supplies and
fuel, and has started on a second trip to these islands.
Another attempt will be made to occupy Necker to
make there the same observations that have been com-
pleted at Nihoa and French Frigates Shoal, and to
continue the triangulation work at the latter place.

The program contemplates continuing these obser-
vations on through the islands to the northwest as far
as Ocean Island, if conditions permit, perhaps repre-
senting several seasons’ work. For the longitude and
gravity observations radio time signals are received
direct from the Arlington station near Washington,
D. C. Lieutenants Brown, Bainbridge and Simmons,
who did geodetic work on the Island of Hawaii about

a year and a half ago, are the observers in this
present work.

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL COURSES OF
THE BUREAU OF STANDARDS

SciexnTiFic and technical eourses will be given at
the Bureau of Standards beginning on October 1.
The courses are open to all properly qualified stu-
dents as well as to members of the staff. The subjects
covered this year are: Advanced optics, Fourier series
and spherical harmonies, Newtonian potential fune-
tion, Einstein’s relativity and theory, analytical me-
chanies, chemical thermodynamics, advanced inor-
ganic chemistry, ceramic petrography, Heaviside’s
electrical circuit theory and elementary ceramies.

Each course will be given by an expert in that par-
ticular field, the instruetors being Dr. T. L. de Bruin,
of the University of Amsterdam, and research fellow
of the International Education Board; Dr. Tobias
Danzig, of the University of Maryland; Dr. L. H.
Adams, of the Geophysical Laboratory; Dr. Louis
Cohen, of the Signal Corps Research Laboratory;
and Dr. Paul R. Heyl, Dr. Raleigh Gilchrist, Dr.
Herbert Insley and R. V. Stull, of the Bureau of
Standards. _

These educational courses of the burean were started
twenty years ago, and each year an opportunity has
been given to the younger men and women on the
bureau’s staff and outside to perfect themselves im
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physies, chemistry, mathematics and allied subjects.
Authority for the work is contained in a joint resolu-
tion of the congress in 1892, opening the government’s
bureaus for research and educational purposes.

The fees charged place the work on a self-sapport-
ing basis, nearly every year showing a small increase
in the reserve fund which is added to the sum avail-
able to pay the expenses of instructors, prepare the
necessary copies of lectures’ and carry the work
through occasional “lean years.”

The enrolment has increased slowly but steadily.
At the present time about 90 students have enrolled
for the coming season. The number will probably be
about 120 by October 1.

The work is under the supervision of an educational
committee, consisting of four members appointed by
the director of the bureau and two elected by the stu-
dents. The chairman for the past eight years has
been Dr. L. B. Tuckerman, of the engineering me-
chanies section and an internationally known expert
on the theory of structures. :

Complete information on the courses for the com-
ing year may be obtained by addressing the Educa~
tional Committee, Bureau of Standards.

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION AND
MR. ORVILLE WRIGHT

In an attempt to clarify the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s position on the Langley-Wright controversy, to
correct errors, where errors have been made, and to
do justice alike to three great pioneers of human
flight—Wilbur and Orville Wright and Samuel Pier-
pont Langley—as well as to the Smithsonian, Secre-
tary Charles G. Abbot has made public a compre-
hensive statement (Smithsonian Publication No.
2977). In this he takes up individually what he un-
derstands_ to be Mr. Orville Wright’s grievances
against the institution.

Pointing out that since his election as secretary in
January, 1928, he had sought to end the controversy,
Dr. Abbot reviews the history of the institution’s rela-
tions with the Wright brothers. He lists seven points
to illustrate the recognition by the Smithsonian of
the Wrights’ achievement in being the first to make
sustained human flights in a power-propelled, heavier-
than-air machine. This recognition includes the pub-
lication of articles by the Wright brothers in the
Smithsonian Annual Reports for 1902 and 1914, and
of other articles descriptive of their achievements;
the award to the Wright brothers of the first Langley
Gold Medal for Aeronautics; the request made in
1910 for Wright planes, including the Kitty Hawk
plane, to be exhibited in the National Museum, and
the public exhibition in the museum of the Wright
plane of 1908 (deposited by the War Department)
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and of all material obtainable on the Wright achieve-
ments,

He then lists and discusses six points regarding
which he understands Mr. Orville Wright feels that
the Smithsonian has dealt unjustly with his brother
and himself, as outlined to Dr. Abbot in a friendly
conference he had with Mr. Wright last April.

Dr. Abbot again invites Mr. Wright to deposit the
Kitty Hawk plane in the U. S. National Museum.
He expresses regret that any statements should have
been promulgated by the Smithsonian Institution
which might be interpreted to Mr. Wright’s disad-
vantage, and that the experiments of 1914 with the
Langley plane should have been undertaken and de-
seribed in a way to give offense to Mr. Orville Wright
and his friends.

“Finally,” says Dr. Abbot, “as a further gesture of
good will, I am willing to let Langley’s fame rest on
its merits, and have directed that the label on the
Langley Aerodrome shall be so modified as to tell
nothing but facts, without additions of opinion as to
the accomplishments of Langley. This label now
reads as follows:

LANGLEY AERODROME
THE ORIGINAL SAMUEL PIERPONT LANGLEY FLYING
MACHINE OF 1903, RESTORED. DEPOSITED BY
THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

Proressor RAYMOND Prarr, of the Johns Hopkins
University, was elected president of the International
Union for the Study of Demographic Problems re-
cently organized in Paris. The work will have its
headquarters in Paris and will hold its first interna-
tional meeting in Rome in 1931.

Proressor Esrie R. HEDRICK, chairman of the de-
partment of mathematies of the University of Cali-
fornia at Los Angeles, has been nominated for the
presidency by the council of the American Mathe-
matical Society.

Dr. WirniaM CHARLES WHITE, of the Hygiene Lab-
oratory, U. S. Public Health Service, Washington,
D. C., assumed his work as chairman of the division of
medieal sciences of the National Research Couneil on
September 15, succeeding Dr. Howard T. Karsner, of
Western Reserve University.

Cravpe BurroNn HurcrisoN, director of agricul-
tural education in Europe for the Rockefeller Inter-
national Education Board, has been named director
of the Giannini Foundation for Agricultural Eco-
nomics in the College of Agriculture of the Univer-
sity of California. He will begin his work at the
university on Oectober 15. '
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Ar the recent meeting of the council of the Amer-
ican Chemical Society at Swampscott, Dr. H, T.
Clarke and Dr. R. A. Gortner were elected associate
editors of the Journal of the American Chemical
Society to succeed Dr. J. F. Norris and Dr. C. F.
Alsberg. Dr. Gortner and Dr. F. B. Kendrick were
elected associate editors of The Journal of Physical
Chemistry, to succeed Dr, John Johnston and Dr.
H. B. Weiser.

Sir JosiaH Stamp has been elected treasurer of the
British Association for the Advancement of Science,
in suecession to Dr. Ernest H. Griffiths, formerly prin-
cipal and professor of experimental philosophy in
University College, South Wales.

Dr. Percy E. RavyMoND, professor of paleontology
at Harvard University, has been given the Walker
Grand Prize of $1,000, for his research on trilobites.

AT a meeting of the Royal Faculty of Physicians
and Surgeons of Glasgow held on September 3, the
honorary fellowship was conferred upon Sir Arthur
Keith, F.R.S. During the course of an “at home,”
given in the faculty hall to members of the British
Association for the Advancement of Science, Sir
Arthur Keith signed the roll of honorary fellows.
Last year Sir Arthur was president of the British
Association,

LereaToN W. RoGERS has been appointed executive
officer of the International Civil Aeronautics Confer-
ence to be held in Washington from December 12 to
14. Mr. Rogers assumes his work at once under the
direction of an executive committee headed by the
assistant secretary of commerce for aeronautics, Wil-
liam P. MacCracken, Jr.

Er1oc ExeLuND has been appointed to take charge
of the division of agricultural finance of the bureau
of agricultural economics, U. S. Department of Agri-
culture.

Dr. C. W. BENNETT has resigned his position as
assistant professor of plant pathology in the Michi-
gan State College and has accepted an appointment as
associate in plant pathology at the Ohio Agricultural
Experiment Station. Dr. Bennett will continue his
research work on raspberry virus diseases and peach
“yellows.”

I. McGuirg, formerly assistant librarian at the
California Academy of Sciences, is now in charge of
the Guyot Hall Library (natural sciences) at Prince-
ton University.

Dr. Marcus REINErR will arrive in America about
October 1 to study visecous and plastic flow in the
chemical department of Lafayette College.



