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and the name certified thereto was my own. 
I should like for a moment to assume the r6le of a 

historian, for  reasons that I trust will be evident a 
little later. I would not have it inferred that my chem- 
ical consciousness suddenly and decidedly sprang into 
full being on that date, or that I have experienced an  
even B t y  years of chemical joys and sorrows. As a 
matter of fact, I would like to go back more than 
fifty years and make a very.brief survey of science 
in general in this country. Several reasons may be 
assigned. There was a t  that time hardly enough of 
any one specific science to occupy all of any one's 
attention. There seemed to be time for consideration 
of the field of science as a whole. I t  was not unusual 
to have a professor of general science who taught 
everything from astronomy to chemistry, inoluding be- 
tween those limits such subjects as botany, zoology, 
geology, physiology and physics, or natural phi-
losophy as it was more commonly called. It is not 
strange, therefore, that any one leaning a little away 
from the classics fifty years ago should lean toward 
science in general rather than to any specific field 
under that heading. I n  my own case there were ad- 
ditional reasons for interest along general lines. One 
of my most beloved instructors was an ardent admirer 
and disciple of Agassiz, with an infectious zeal born 
of direct association with him on the Isle of Penikese. 
Another instructor was a t  the time, and still holds 
active leadership as, the greatest authority in this 
country on birds and fishes. Another was direct from 
the laboratory of the great Liebig, and was just 
assuming charge of a department already well organ- 

1Presidential address delivered a t  the 76th meeting of 
the American swam~scott>Mass', "P 
tember 16 to 19, 1928. 



American Museum Jars 

in many sizes! 

BSE Amedcanemade jars have qualities which place &em far ahead 
130f the imported jars offered in previous years. They are not blown, 
but pressed in. iron molds, assuring uniform thickness of walls. This 
prevents distortion of the specimen, and the use of decolorized glass also 
aids in presenting specimen without distortion. 

Suspension rods or frames can be laid across the recesses at the top o f  the jars 
and specimens thus hung 1 

This avoids the necessity 
o f  clzzmsJl ped- 
estal supports. 

T h e  covers are pressed from the same clear glass; each contains a small opening 
which acts as a vent and permits addition o f  preserving fluid after sealing. II 

The International Association of Medical Museums 
has recommended the various sizes which are fur- 
nished: No. l is 5x5~3ems. and the largest is 
25x25~12cms. 

For details and prices see pages 416.7 Fisher Cata- 
logue. Here, also, is described a better cement for 
sealing Museum Jars. 
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