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international scientific year-books. From the exchange
of views which was held on the subject it resulted that
the institute was instructed to continue its enquiries and
to promote the improvement of scientific documentation
by recommendations to publishers of year-books or by the
publication of an international catalogue of year-books.

List of remarkable works: M. Prezzolini, chief of the
information section of the institute, submitted a report
on the publication of an annual list of remarkable works
published in the various countries. These lists are be-
coming more complete every year and meet with consider-
able appreciation. In the list for 1924 only 20 countries
were mentioned, in 1925 there were 26 and in 1926 there
were 33. '

Meeting of library ewperts: M. Godet submitted a re-
port on the work of the committee of library experts
concerning an International Library Information Office.
The discussion which followed showed the importance
which the directors of libraries attached to information
on other libraries. The subcommittee adopted the con-
clusions of the experts.

Preservation of manuscripts amd printed matter: M.
Roland-Marcel submitted a report on the work of the
committee which had studied means of preserving manu-
scripts and printed matter. The findings of the commit-
tee were adopted.

MOTOR ACCIDENTS IN GREAT BRITAIN

TuE London correspondent of the Journal of the
American Medical Association reports that a depu-
tation from the British National Safety First Associa-
tion recently waited upon the minister of transport
to ask for a full inquiry into the causes of street acci-
dents, and to make suggestions with a view to reduc-
ing them. In 1922 there were in Great Britain
2,728 fatal and 79,197 non-fatal accidents in the
streets owing to vehicular movement. Last year the
number rose to 5,329 fatal and 148,575 non-fatal. It
is stated, however, that the rate is slackening in pro-
portion to the number of motors and drivers licensed.
Last year the vehicles most involved in fatal accidents
were private cars and taxicabs, the proportion being
1,509, or more than a fourth of the whole. Motor
vans and lorries, however, made a good second with
1,104 fatalities. Motorcycles, which many regarded
as dangerous, were concerned in 784 fatal accidents.
Motor-buses and coaches, which carry much of the
heavy passenger traffic, figured in only 613, while
horse-drawn vehicles were the cause of only 193. In
London there were 293 street fatalities during the
first three months of the current year, compared with
214 in the corresponding period last year. Excessive
speed is declared to be the most fruitful cause of acei-
dent, though want of care or hesitation on the part
of pedestrians is held to contribute to a great extent.
As safeguards, it is urged that there should be more
properly surfaced footpaths, more definite regulations
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defining the priority of traffic at road junctions, and a
practical dealing with dazzle lights. Complaints are
everywhere being made of the strain which these acci-
dents are placing on our hospitals. Even in the large
hospitals, accident patients are causing congestion
and delay, and forcing the necessity for extension.
In one hospital where accident cases last year cost
$4,350, only $650 was received from accident patients,
so that the difference had to be made good from other
sources. Compulsory insurance has been suggested as
a means of providing recoupment. However, Sir
Arthur Stanley, president of the-Incorporated Asso-
ciation of Hospital Officers, says that compulsory in-
surance is impossible, for if they told a man or
woman that he or she must insure they obviously at
the same time told the insurance company that they
must take that insurance. The Auto Cyeclists’ Union
had asked all clubs in the country holding competi-
tions where money is taken at the gate to give a per-
centage to hospitals suffering from the number of
motor accidents they treated, and he rather favored
that movement. By comparison, railway travel is
safe, for last year only twenty-six passengers were
killed in train accidents, though the number carried
was stupendous. In factories and workshops, acei-
dents last year totaled 156,974, of which 973 were
fatal. Here again, taking the whole industrial enter-
prise of the country, fatal accidents were in number
far below those in the street. There is much the same
record for coal mines, in which the number of deaths
from accident last year worked out at only 1,206,
compared with 1,233 in 1925. With regard to the air
between January 1 and May 12 this year the number
of deaths as the result of flying accidents has been:
royal air force personnel, twenty-six; navy, three;
army, two. )

THE BUREAU OF STANDARDS JOURNAL OF

) RESEARCH

TaeE Department of Commerce announced on
August 7 the issuance by the Bureau of Standards
of a new monthly journal of science, which is to
appear at once. According to the announcement this
monthly magazine will contain the research papers on
fundamental and applied science. It will report the
research results of the Bureau of Standards experi-
mental investigations. The bureau has published 942
such research papers in the older series now merged
in the new Bureau of Standards Journal of Research.

In the series notable papers have appeared of
epoch-making importance on such subjects as: The
radio direction finder developed at the bureau; levu-
lose, the new super-sweet sugar, first crystallized from
water solution by bureau experts; fundamental tests
on pyrometric practice, the principles of radio, the



152

instruments of radio; a classic series on the, reflec-
tion, transmission and absorption of materials; the
determination of the ratio of the electrical and mag-
netic units of electricity which gives the velocity of
light; aeronautic instruments; a summary of some 40
new developments and improvements made in the
bureau laboratories; aireraft engine radiators; causes
and .remedies for failures of railway materials; fire
resistance; structural materials researches; chromium
plating researches making possible the new notable
art of plating this hardest of all metals; photography
through fog; luminous efficiency of the firefly—a re-
markable classic determination of this interesting
quantity as basic standard data for research on arti-
ficial light produection; basic colorimetry; properties
of metals and alloys; measuring the heat of the stars,
and hundreds of other topics of fundamental interest
to scientists and technicians and of great concern to
industry.

" The new journal will contain, it is expected, scien-
tific and technical research papers comparable in
interests and importance with those already issued.

It is believed that this union of pure and applied
science in one -journal will tend to shorten the lag
between the discovery of some new material or process
in the laboratory and its application in industry.

The subscription rate is $2.75 in the United States,
Canada, Mexico or Cuba, and $3.50 per year for other
countries. The price of single copies is 25 cents
domestic and 31 cents foreign. Remittances must be
sent to the Superintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, Washington, D. C., not to the Bureau
of Standards. :

THE GLASGOW MEETING OF THE BRITISH
ASSOCIATION

As has already been noted here this year’s meeting
of the British Association for the Advancement of
Science will be held in Glasgow, opening on September
5. . From an article in the London Times the follow-
ing is taken:

The president, Sir William Bragg, will give an ad-
dress on ‘‘Craftsmanship and Science,’’ reviewing in a
wide, rather than technical, manner the relations between
science and industry. Between 250 and 300 papers will
be read, 26 being by women. The two evening discourses
will be given by Professor E. A. Westermarck on ¢‘The
Study of Popular Sayings,’’ and by Professor F. G. Don-
nan, on ‘‘The Mystery of Life.”’ Professor Donnan’s
address will be a study of the present position in bio-
chemical research. :

In the section dealing with mathematical and physical
sciences, recent atmospheric researches in relation to fly-
ing will be dealt with by Mr. M. - A. Giblett, of the Air
Ministry, who will speak on ‘‘Wind Structure Research
at the Royal Airship Works, Cardington.’’ Discussions
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will take place on the ‘‘Mechanism of Thunderstorms’’
and on the ‘‘Photographic Measurement of Radiation.’’
A paper will also be read by Dr. R. A. Watson-Watt on
the present knowledge of atmospherics in connection with
wireless.

In Section B (chemistry), a series of discussions on
current problems in chemistry—fermentation, light reac-
tions and stereochemistry—will take place, followed by
an exhibition of cinematograph films lent by Imperial
Chemical Industries, Limited, Kodak, Limited, and Sir
James Irvine. The Ardeer Factory of Nobel’s Explosive
Company and other factories will be visited.

In Sections D (zoology) and X (botany), there will
be a discussion on a ‘‘Biological Investigation of British
Fresh Waters.”” In Section F' (economiecs), a discussion
will be held, jointly with Section J (psychology), on the
nature and present position of skill in industry; a dis-
cussion, jointly with Section M (agriculture), on the in-
cidence of taxation in agriculture; and papers will be
read on rationalization in industry.

In Section G (engineering), the presidential address,
by Sir William Ellis, will be on the ‘‘Influence of Engi-
neering on Civilization.”’ A discussion, jointly with Sec-
tion L (education), on school, university and practical
training in the education of the engineer, will take place.

In Section H (anthropology), Sir Richard Paget will
speak on ‘‘Evidence of the Nature and Origin of Human
Speech’’ and Sir W. Flinders Petrie on his recent excava-
tions in Southern Judea.

In Section K (botany), a special department of for-
estry will hold sessions throughout the meeting. Sir John
Stirling Maxwell will give a lecture on ‘‘Forestry in
Scotland, Past, Present and Future.”” The president of
the section will be Professor Dame Helen Gwynne-
Vaughan.

In Section L (education), the president will be Dr.
Cyril Norwood, headmaster of Harrow. His address will
be on ‘‘The Next Step in Education.’’ There will be a
discussion on ¢‘Broadcasting in Education,’’ in coopera-
tion with the B.B.C., opened by Sir John Reith. Sir
William Bragg, Sir Oliver Lodge and others are expected
to take part in thig discussion, which will be followed by
a demonstration in a model studio.

Receptions by the Lord Provost and the Corporation
will be held in the City Hall, and by the local committee
in the Kelvingrove Art Galleries. Entertainments by
public bodies, the Chamber of Commerce, Corporation of
Paisley, Royal Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, Plat-
form of the Trades House, Royal Technical College, In-
stitution of Engineers and Shipbuilders, Glasgow and
West of Scotland College of Domestic Science, Clyde
Navigation Trustees (in connection with their annual in-
spection of the port and harbor of Glasgow) are also
included on the program, in addition to a special service
on Sunday, September 9, in the Cathedral of St. Mungo.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

Dr. T. H. MorGaN, of the California Institute of
Technology, has been elected a foreign corresponding




