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of the British Museum can provide for the purpose
out of the Parliamentary grant, but they hope that
many of those interested in East Africa and in geo-
logical research may lend their aid by contributing to
the special fund.

AN INTERNATIONAL BASIS FOR
ELECTRICAL UNITS

ByY amendment to the International Convention on
Weights and Measures it has been .provided that elec-
trical units and standards shall be dealt with through
the organizations which have jurisdiction over the
fundamental units of measurement. These organiza-
tions are the international general conference, the in-
ternational committee and the International Bureau
of Weights and Measures.

The seventh General Conference on Weights and
Measures, held in 1927, approved the formation of a
committee on electricity to advise the permanent Inter-
national Committee on Weights and Measures on
questions relating to electrical standards and systems
of measurement. This advisory committee was limited
to ten members, including a representative appointed
by each of the national laboratories designated by the
international committee and additional specialists
named individually by that committee. It was pro-
vided that a member of the international committee
should be chairman of the advisory committee and
that a report should be rendered by it not later than
Marech 1, 1929. ’

The national laboratories designated are the Na-
tional Physical Laboratory of Great Britain, the Lab-
oratoire Central d’Electricité at Paris, the Physi-
kaliseh-Technische Reichsanstalt of Germany, the
Central Chamber of Weights and Measures of the
Union of Socialist Soviet Republies (Russia), the
Electrotechnical Laboratory of the Department of
Communications of Japan and the National Bureau of
Standards of the United States. Of the four addi-
tional members only two appointments have been an-
nounced. These are M. Chas.-fid. Guillaume, director
of the International Bureau of Weights and Measures,
and Professor L. Lombardi, of Rome, Italy.

An American advisory committee has been formed
to assist the Bureau of Standards in formulating pro-
posals representing a consensus of the opinions held
in this country. The organizations invited to take
part and the representatives named as members of
this committee are as follows:

National Academy of Sciences—Professor A. E. Ken-
nelly.

American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Professor
A. E. Kennelly.

American Physical Society—Professor Henry Crew.
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National Electrie Light Association—Dr. Claytoh H.
Sharp (alternate, A. B. Morgan). .

Association of Edison Illuminating Companies—Dr.
Clayton H. Sharp.

National Electrical Manufacturers Association—W. J.
Canada. B

~American Telephone and Telegraph Co.—A. B. Clark.

The American advisory committee met at the Bu-
reau of Standards on June 16, 1928, together with a
number of members of the staff of the bureau. After
due consideration of the information available regard-
ing the present status of electrical measurements, the
committee unanimously adopted the following reso-
lutions:

1. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this committee,
in view of improvements which are being made in abso-
lute measurements, electrical standards should in future
be based upon the absolute system of units.

2. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this committee,
the functions which it is desirable to have the Interna-
tional Bureau of Weights and Measures undertake in
connection with the electrical units are as follows: (1) A
central secretariat to arrange for systematic exchange
of standards and compilation of results of intercom-
parisons thus made among the national laboratories.
(2) A laboratory to which concrete standards represent-
ing the results obtained in the different countries may
be brought for precise comparisons. (3) A repository
for international reference and working standards with
the necessary equipment so that other standards may be
compared with these standards on request.

Resolutions of similar purport have been under
consideration by committees of the American Institute
of Electrical Engineers for some months, and were
finally approved by the board of directors during the
Denver meeting, June 25 to 29, 1928.

MEETING OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC
HEALTH ASSOCIATION

THE American Public Health Association will hold
its fifty-seventh annual meeting at Chicago, Ill., from
October 15 to 19, with headquarters at Hotel Stevens.
Two other national health organizations, the American
Child Health Association and the American Social
Hygiene Association, will meet jointly with the Amer-
ican Public Health Association. The first general
session will be called Monday evening, when Dr.
Herman N. Bundesen, president of the American
Public Health Association, will give the presidential
address, and either the president of the American
Child Health Association or his representative will
also speak at this opening meeting. The second gen-
eral session, scheduled for Wednesday evening, will be
devoted to.a discussion of the following topies: Our
organizations for the eare of the sick; which public




