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United States Geographic Board at its November 
mbetiag, by naming for him a mountain in the Bitter- 
root Range in northern Idaho. Fenn Mountain lies 
within the Selway National Forest, near Kooskia, 
Idaho, where Major Fenn spent the last years of his 
life. 

DARTMOUTH'Snew dormitory, being constructed on 
Tuck Drive at Hanover, will be known as "Gile Hallv 
in memory of the late Dr. John M. Gile, who was for 
many years dean of the Dartmouth Medical S,chool 
and a trustee of the college. 

Nature notes that on December 23 occurred the cen- 
tenary of the death of Robert Woodhouse, the Cam- 
bridge mathematician, who was successively Lucasian 
and Plumian professor and was also the first director 
of the Cambridge Observatory. 

DR. WALTER LE CONTE STEVENS, emeritus professor 
of physics at Washington and Lee University, died on 
December 29, aged seventy-nine years. 

DR. RULIFF STEPHEN HOLWAY, emeritus professor 
of physical geography at the University of California, 
died on December 2. 

DR. HARRY N. GARDINER,professor emeritus of phi- 
losophy at Smith College, was struck by an automobile 
on December 29 and died a few hours later. Dr. 
Gardiner was seventy-two years of age. 

DR. J. A. KIERNAN, chief of the tuberculosis eradi- 
oation division of the U. S. Bureau of Animal In- 
dustry, died on December 13, aged fifty-four years. 

DR. ALBERT ROBIN, professor of pathology and hy- 
giene at Temple University, died on December 23 in 
the fifty-fourth year of his age. 

ACCORDING Nature, Professor Archibald Liver- to 
sidge, emeritus professor of chemistry in the Univer- 
sity of Sydney, who died on September 26, leaving an 
estate of the value of £46,000, bequeathed to the Uni- 
versity of Sydney two sums of money, £2,000 and 
£500, towards a scholarship and for the advancemenet 
of science in Sydney, respectively. Other bequests in- 
clude £1,000 and £500 to Christ's College, Cambridge, 
towards a scholarship and a research lectureship in 
chemistry, respectively; £1,000 to the Royal School of 
Mines, towards a scholarship; 2500 each to the Royal 
Society of New South Wales and to the Australasian 
Association, and also to the Chemical Society of Lon- 
don, towards research lectureships in chemistry, as 
well as a further £100 and his unpublished papers on 
scientific and chemical matters. 

AMONGthe public bequests willed by the late Mrs. 
Marmat, of Dundee, is £200,000 for the foundation of 
traveling scholarships in engineering, electricity, aero- 

nautics and music, to be open to natives of Scotland 
only, and to be known as "Sir James Caird's traveling 
scholarships." 

UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 
NOTES 

YALE UNIVERSITY'S two-year drive for a $20,000,000 
addition to its endowment fund ended on December 31 
with the goal exceeded by $810,000. 

FOLLOWINGthe assumption of the duties of his office 
by the new dean of the Medical School of the Univer- 
sity of California, Dr. Langley Porter, it  was deter- 
mined by the board of regents that all departments of 
the medical school be brought together on Parnassus 
Heights, San Francisco. This means that those medi- 
cal school activities now conducted within a few de- 
partments on the Berkeley campus, such as pharma- 
cology, biochemistry, bacteriology, etc., will be trans- 
ferred to San Francisco as rapidly as space to 
accommodate them on Parnassus Heights becomes 
available. 

PROFESSOR head of the department of F. J. SIEVERS, 
soils at the State College of Washington and chief of 
the division of soils at the Washington Agricultural 
Experiment Station, has been elected director of the 
Massachusetts Agricultural Experiment Station, at 
Amherst, with duties beginning February 1. 

G. C. SHAAD, professor of electrical engineering a t  
the University of Kansas, has been appointed dean of 
the school of engineering and architecture. 

B. M. GONZALES,head of the department of animal 
husbandry in the Philippine College of Agriculture, 
has been appointed acting dean of the college. 

C. E.  LAMPMAN, of the University of Wisconsin, 
has been appointed head of the poultry department a t  
the University of Idaho. 

DR. OTTO RAHN, formerly head of the dairy physics 
department in the agricultural experiment station a t  
Kiel, Germany, has been appointed professor of bac- 
teriology in the Cornell Agrioultural College. 

DR. PETER KRONFELD, anof Vienna, until recently 
assistant in the eye clinic of Professor Josef Muller, 
has been appointed assistant professor of ophthalmol- 
ogy at the University of Chicago. The appointment 
of Dr. Kronfeld is the first research appointment 
made under the Kuppenheimer Foundation, for which 
Mr. Louis Kuppenheimer recently gave the University 
of Chicago $250,000. 

THE following appointments have been made a t  the 
University of California: G. B. Harris, assistant in 
anthropology; T. W. Koch, assistant in geology, and 
Beryl Kautz, assistant in paleontology. 
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DR. A. K. MACBETH, reader in chemistry in the de- 
partment of science a t  the University of Oxford, has 
been appointed professor of chemistry in the Univer- 
sity of Adelaide, South Australia. 

DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE 
THE PERIOD OF GESTATION IN THE 

MONKEY, MACACUS RHESUS 
SO far  as we know, there is no exact record on the 

length of the period of gestation in any primate other 
than man; hence the following report of mating and 
parturition in Macacus vhesus will prove of interest. 

For  over a year the female in.question had been 
found to menstruate regularly in cycles of 26 days. 
The successful mating took place from the ninth to 
the twelfth day after the beginning of the last men- 
strual period and just before the leucocyte count of 
the vaginal content had reached zero. This is also 
about the time a t  which Corner (1923) and Allen 
(1927) had found ova in the Fallopian tube of the 
same species of monkey. For theoretical reasons, 
therefore, it is almost certain that conception took 
place within the three-day period when the female 
was left with the male. A male rhesus was born 
almost exactly six lunar months after conception. 

From the fourteenth to the thirty-seventh day after 
conception the vaginal content of the prospective 
mother showed slight admixture of red blood cells. 
This phenomenon is regarded as the "placental sign," 
discovered by Long and Evans (1920) in the rat  and 
interpreted as slight leakage from the developing 
placenta. I n  the rat  the sign is  infallible. The 
finding of a slight bleeding under similar conditions 
in the monkey arouses the hope that an easily ascer- 
tainable sign may be found in the first six weeks of 
human gestation, After the disappearance of the 
erythrocytes there followed a period of massive 
vaginal leucocytosis. 

Details concerning the phenomena outlined above 
will be discussed in a fuller account to appear else- 
where. 
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THE FLOODS OF 1927 IN THE MISSISSIPPI 

BASIN 


THE flood of 1927 whether measured by the volume 
of water carried, the area overflowed or the economic 
loss produced was the greatest of recorded history in 
the Mississippi Basin. 

A full account is given by H. C. Frankenfield and 
others in a Monthly Weather Review Supplernerct. 
The setting for the flood was produced by heavy rains 
that fell as far  back as. the second week of August, 

1926, over Kansas and Oklahoma and thence eastward 
to and including the greater part of the Ohio Valley. 
These rains so thoroughly saturated the soil through- 
out the middle drainage of the Mississippi that 
further heavy rains coming in September and Octo- 
ber, 1926, caused general and in some cases destruc- 
tive floods in the drainage above Cairo, Ill. The 
distribution of the rainfall from August to December, 
1926, was such as to keep the main river and its 
tributaries a t  relatively high stages in a season when 
stages are normally low. Superposed on these con-
ditions a record-breaking flood occurred in the Cum- 
berland River late in December, 1926, continuing 
until early January, 1927, and thus the foundation 
was laid for a serious spring flood in the Mississippi, 
conditioned only upon the amount and distribution 
in time and space of the rains of January to April, 
both inclusive. It so happened that heavy rains fell 
in March and April and in such sequence as to pro- 
duce a catastrophic flood in the lower Mississippi 
Valley. The rains of the third and fourth week of 
January, 1927, started a flood wave in the Ohio which 
continued down-river to New Orleans, reaching that 
place in 38 days. This was the second of a series 
of flood waves that passed down the river during the 
interval January-June, 1927, due to heavy rains in 
the middle drainage area. After the middle of March 
heavy rains fell between the mouth of the Des Moines 
and the mouth of the Ohio and during the last week 
of the month heavy rains also fell over the Missouri 
Valley south of Omaha, especially over the Kansas 
and Osage basins. These and other rains resulted in 
a crest stage a t  Cairo, Ill., of 52.8 feet on March 25 
and that stage was followed by the maximum crest 
of 56.4 feet on April 20, and by lesser crests of 44.0 
feet on May 19 and 49.7 feet on June 8. The char- 
acteristic feature of the 1927 flood was a series of 
flood waves as indicated by the data just given for 
Cairo, Ill. Higher stages than those recorded would 
have been experienced had t%e levees held. 

The report contains an estimated stage that would 
have been recorded had the levees held all along the 
line. It also submits and discusses the maximum 
possible stage on the main river under the most 
favorable conditions. Space does not permit touch- 
ing in detail upon these phases of the subject, 

The progress of the several flood waves was accu- 
rately forecast by the Weather Bureau, a t  least a 
week, and, in some cases two weeks, in advance; the 
unique service, however, was furnished when the 
necessity arose of forecasting the depth of the wave 
of crevasse water that passed overland through the 
Atchafalaya Basin to the Gulf of Mexico. I n  the 
absence of a contour map for Louisiana, one had to 
be constructed, over-night, so to speak, by the New 


