
applied the bolometer, invented by Langley, to the 
problem of lunar temperatures and showed that a t  
lunar midday the moon's surface, unprotected by an 
atmosphere, rose to a temperature exceeding that of 
boiling water, while a t  night the temperature fell f a r  
below the freezing point. 

This was the pioneer effort in the measurement of 
the surface temperatures of the moon and planets 
which have since'been carried on so successfully by 
Slipher, Coblentz and others. Our knowledge of the 
absorption of solar heat by our atmosphere, in spite 
of the large amount of work on its investigation, is 
still largely undeveloped, so that Very's work stands 
to point the way to others. 

Very was of a philosophical temperament and he 
was never so happy as when speculating on the great 
problems of the universe. His conclusions were fre- 
quently out of the ordinary beat and there were some- 
times developed sharp differences with his fellow in- 
vestigators, but he amiably took these differences as 
part  of what was to be expected in life and went on 
uninterruptedly with his tasks. 

He was profoundly impressed by the contributions 
of Swedenborg to philosophy, science and religion and 
during the last years of his life was engaged in ex- 
plaining these contributions in the language of modern 
science. 

His task in life was to enlarge the boundaries of 
human knowledge and to show that there was no con- 
flict between science and religion. H e  worked with 
these ideals ever in view. 

H. H. CLAYTON 
CANTON,MASS. 

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
BUILDING PROGRAM OF THE U. S. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
THE plans for the building program for the U. S. 

Department of Agriculture in Washington were an-
nounced by the Treasury Department on November 
16, according to a statement in the Oflcial Record of 
the department. They indicate that when the whole 
program is completed the Department of Agriculture 
will be housed in one of the largest office structures 
in the world. Bids were opened on December 8 for 
the excavation work for the building, which will con- 
nect the present east and west wings. This unit will 
be the first to be built under the plans. The Depart- 
ment of Justice is arranging for condemnation pro- 
ceedings for the acquisition by the government of the 
first of three squares of private property which even- 
tually will be occupied by the structure. These three 
squares are those between B and C Streets and be- 
tween Fourteenth and Twelfth Streets, S. W. 
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The plans call for an extensible building, one that 
may be added to indefinitely according to requirements 
for space in the future. The unit that is to be built 
first, the one filling in between the present east and 
west wings, will complete the faqade on the Mall. B 
Street will not be closed. On the south side of B 
Street, immediately and symmetrically behind the 
marble structure in the Mall, will be a five-story unit 
more than 1,000 feet long over all from east to west. 
Behind this unit other units will be built as time goes 
on as the need for more space requires. The extensible 
building will folIow a gridiron scheme with an axis 
perpendicular to the center of the administration unit 
in the Mall. 

The extensible building will run from Fourteenth 
Street to Twelfth Street. Eventually Linworth Place 
and Thirteenth Street between B and C Streets will be 
closed and the space occupied by the buildings and i t s  
courts. 

Although the extensible building will be less monu- 
mental in nature than the administration building in 
the Mall, it will have a north faqade along B Street of 
impressive dignity. 

The new central unit connecting the present wings i s  
to cost not more than $2,000,000, and the congress has 
appropriated $400,000 toward this particular part of' 
the program. For the total cost of site and construc- 
tion of the extensible building south of B Street con- 
gress has authorized a total expenditure of $5,750,000' 
and has already appropriated $1,200,000 of this 
amount. 

The new unit which is to join the wings is to be 
about 176 by 170 feet on the ground and that unit of 
the extensible building which will be built first wilr 
be 241 feet by 483 feet on the ground. 

GUIDE-LECTURE TOURS AT THE FIELD 
MUSEUM 

BEGINNINGon December 1a new system of guide- 
lecture tours was instituted a t  the Field Museum of 
Natural History, according to an announcement by 
D. C. Davies, director of the museum. 

These tours, a service for which no charge is made,. 
are designed to aid visitors with a limited amount of 
time a t  their disposal to find easily and enjoy the 
best exhibits among the institution's large collections 
from all ages and all parts of the world, and to assist 
persons interested in particular subjects to get the 
most out of the exhibits illustrating those special sub- 
jects. 

Under the new plan there will be every Thursday, 
starting a t  11a. m. and 3 p. m., two general tours 
touching the important exhibits of all four depart- 
ments of museum exhibits-anthropology, botany, 


