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wiakoff, of Irkutsk, has taken up the study of this
group, and important results may be confidently ex-
pected. The Tardigrade genus Macrobiotus oeccurs
in the lake. The recorded algae are numerous, about
170 species, including a number of endemic Drapar-
naldia. A microscopic alga parasitic on mosquito
larvae was described last year by Jasnitski. There
is a recently described endemic Hydra.

The biota of the region around the lake is purely
Palaearctic. The flowering plants include such
genera as Rhododendron, Cotoneaster, Rosa, Rubus,
Pedicularis, Parnassia, Papaver, Aconitum, Polemon-
tum, Spiraea, Alnus, Polygala, Scutellaria, Lamium,
Ranunculus, Veratrum, Silene, Myosotis, Zygadenus,
Geranium, Thalictrum, Chrysanthemum, Linaria, Cen-
taurea, Sedum, Agrimonia, Stellaria, Campanula, ete.
Potentilla fruticosa and Epilobium angustifolium are
abundant, and quite the same as we get in America.
A common tall labiate with pink flowers is Phlomis
tuberosa; I found also a form albiflora, with pure
white flowers. Land snails are very few in all this
region; the only peculiar one I found is apparently
the Eulota asiatica Dybowski, described as a variety
of the European E. fruticum. The scarcity of snails
may be due to the fact that after the ice age no migra-
tion was possible from the south, the Gobi desert
intervening.

: T. D. A. COCKERELL
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MEMORIAL OF PROFESSOR BRUCE FINK
THE committee of the university senate of Miami
University, appointed by President Brandon to pre-
‘pare a statement for the senate record in memory of
Professor Bruce Fink, submits the following:

Early on the morning of July 10, 1927, Professor Fink
died just after entering his laboratory.

He was born in the village of Blackberry, Illinois,
Decémber 22, 1861. He was graduated from the Uni-
versity of Illinois in 1887, and received the degree of
M.S. in 1894. He continued his graduate work at Har-
vard University as a Townsend scholar, where the degree
of A.M. was conferred upon him in 1896. His work was
completed for a doctorate at the University of Minne-
sota in 1899. He studied at the University of Chicago
in 1903. From 1887-92 he was engaged in secondary
education; from 1892-1903, professor of biology in
Upper Iowa University; from 1903-06, professor of
botany, Grinnell College, and from 1906 to the time of
his death, professor of botany, Miami University.

A partial list of his activities outside of the immediate
conduct of his department indicates his wide general
interest in promoting botanical research and something
of his standing among his fellow botanists. He took
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part in a botanical survey of Minnesota, 1896-03; was
in charge of botanical studies at the Marine Biological
Station, Puget Sound, Washington, 1906, and was as-
sociate editor of Miycologia from 1908 on. He was a
fellow of the American Association for the Advancement
of Science; member of the American Society of Natural-
ists, of Botanical Society of Amerieca, of the Botanical
Society of the Central States, the Sullivant Moss So-
ciety president, 1910. His leadership in scientific circles
was recognized by becoming president of Iowa Academy
of Science in 1904, and of the Ohio Academy of Science
in 1912.

His productive work as a scientist is indicated by the
long list of titles of his publications—more than one
hundred, mainly relating to lichens. During his study
of these plants he amassed a large collection of some
15,000 specimens, one of the most complete in this eoun-
try. He was generally recognized as the leading Ameri-
can lichenist and one of the two greatest in the world.
At the time of his death he was bringing together the
results of his long research in the form of a monograph,
‘‘The Lichens of the United States.”’ His work was so
far advanced that it will be possible to complete it essen-
tially as he had planned to do himself.

He was much interested in young people and helped
them in many ways. He was an especially keen judge of
ability in students and was able in many instances to
encourage individuals of promise to enter the field of
science as a life career. More students went into gradu-
ate work from his department than from any other in
the university. Among these many have become leaders
in various fields of botanical research,

As a citizen he had a high sense of civie responsibility,
and was active in many enterprises promoting community
welfare or adding beauty to its environment. He was
always interested in public affairs, was well informed on
political questions, both state and national.

His passing leaves a vacant place in our university
group, one that will not soon be filled. As a colleague
he will be long remembered for his genial fellowship and
fine spirit of cooperation. Many of the younger mem-
bers of the faculty will recall the cordial interest he
showed towards their problems and ambitions. All the
older members will preserve the memory of his unfailing
friendship.

B. M. Davis, Chairman
S. R. WiLLiAMs

C. H. HANDSCHIN

F. L. CLARK

‘W. H. SHIDELER

THE THIRD RACE BETTERMENT
CONFERENCE

PrELIMINARY announcement of the Third Race Bet-
terment Conference, the first to be held since the war,
has been made by Dr. C. C. Little, president of the
University of Michigan, who heads the conference
committee.

The two-fold object of the forthecoming conference,
which will be held at Battle Creek from January 2




