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JACQUES LOEB AND HIS PERIOD1 
JACQUES LOEBwas born in Germany in 1859, within 

a few miles of Strasbourg, or in a region in which 
French and German culture had long mingled. His 
forebears were among the intellectuals who during the 
persecutions attendant on the Inquisition were driven 
out of Portugal and compelled to seek asylum in a 
more liberal country. They migrated from Lisbon to 

Amsterdam, and in later and quieter times settled in 
Alsace. Thus, along with an inheritance distinctly 
intellectual, Loeb profited by contact with one of the 
richest European cultures during his formative pe- 
riod. The intellectual cosmopolitanism which moulded 
his growth into physical maturity served him well 
throughout his varied life. H~was at home in-
the sophisticated intellectual atmosphere of Europe 
and in the younger but rapidly developing intellectual 
atmosphere of the United States, where he passed the 
years from 1891 to 1924. 

The influence of the French environment on Loeb's 
mental growth is shown by the part the writings 
of Voltaire and the French encyclopedists played 
in i t ;  and the influence of German surroundings 
is shown equally by the German Gymmasium and 
university training. Loeb attended three German uni- 
versities-Berlin, Strassburg and Wurzburg. I t  was 
a t  Strassburg and Wurzburg that he met the con-
ditions which were to guide his subsequent scientific 
undertakings. But his emotions were profoundly 
stirred and his inclination toward humanitarianism 
was fed by the French philosophers, and he always 
looked to these writers as among the great intellectual 
and spiritual liberators of all time. In  his book, 
('The Organism as a Whole," published during the 
great war, his tormented mind returns to them in the 
search for an anchor and haven of hope. ('This book 
is dedicated to that group of free thinkers, .... who 
first dared to follow the consequences of a mechanistic 
science, . . . .  to the rules of human conduct and 
thereby laid the foundations of that spirit of toler- 
ance, justice, and gentleness which was the hope of 
our civilization . .  .," until swept away by the great 
war. 

But i t  was the advanced system of scientific training 

lBasedOn an made at the at 
the Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole, Massa-
chusetts, on August 4, 1927, in eonileetion with the 
erection of a tablet to Zacques Loeb. 
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Presents all aspects of the normal chest 
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Modern Aspects of the Diagnosis, Classifi- 
cation and Treatment of Tuberculosis. 
By J. Arthur Myers. 

A manual of modern practice. 

Social Psychology Interpreted. By Jesse 
William S ~ ~ O W ~ S .  

An introductory text in the problems of 
social psychology. 

An Elementary Laboratory Guide in Gen- 
eral Bacteriology. By H. J. Conn. $3.00 

To accompany Conn and Conn's Bacteri- 

Raymond A. Kelser. 

A comprehensive study in animal bacteri- 

A complete, systematic study. 

Examhation Copies on. Request 

The Williams & Wiikns Company 
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School of Medicine 
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work including specified requirements in the 
sciences. 
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To Assist You in Research 

The following materials, instruments, and devices 
perfected in the G-EResearch Laboratories are offered 
to industrial and other laboratories engaged in 
scientific study and experiment. 

Langmuir Condensation Pump-Pressures lower 
than bars have been produced with this pump. 
The lower limit of pressure depends upon the tem- 
perature of the mercury trap. 

McLeod Vacuum Gauge-Accurately measures 
vacua from 200 microns to micron. The scale is 
marked directly in microns to dispense with math- 
ematical calculations. 

Ionization Gauge---This gauge determines pressures 
as low as lo-* bars. It operates on the principle that 
the positive ionization produced by a given stream of 
electrons varies with the gas pressure. 

X-ray Diffraction Apparatus-This apparatus deter- 
mines simultaneously the characteristic x-ray 
diffraction patterns of 12#different powdered crystals. 

Boroflw-A deoxidizer used in the casting of 
mechanically sound copper castings of high electrical 
conductivity. 

K e n o m n  Tubes-The K-100-1000 withstands a 
maximum inverse voltage (instantaneous value) of 
100,000 volts, produces a rectified current of 0.25 
amp. (d-c. value), and consumes, in its filament cir- 
cuit, 288 watts a t  9 volts. The K-20-400 withstands 
20,000 volts, produces 0.1 amp., and consumes 96 
watts at  12  volts. Other sizes are available. 

General Electric is glad to assist investigators 
with special problems the solution of which 
may be facilitated by knowledge of the above 
equipment. To avail yourself of this service; 
address Special Products Department. .. . 


