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‘When a considerable amount of tap-water was added,
it was noticed that very soon the movement, which
had been quite slow, was gradually increased and
in three instances was observed to bring about ex-
cystation after two hours. As the movement of the
organism became more rapid the eyst wall became
thinner and thinner until the organism was finally
able to free itself and swim away. Shortly before
the organism was free, it could be seen pushing
against the cyst wall which by this time had become
a very thin membrane which would bulge out as the
organism pushed against it from within. Several of
the cysts produced in this experiment were observed
for eight days when they were accidently lost due to
evaporation of the water containing them. None of
the encysted paramoecia were ever observed to lose
movement entirely, although movement in some was
very feeble indeed.

In another instance paramoecia were injected into
the recta of five frogs. After four and a half hours
the frogs were examined; four contained a few free
and fairly active paramoecia and no cysts, and one
contained cysts with thick heavy walls and no free
paramoecia.

In many instances the paramoecia were all dead
within three to four hours after injection into the
frog’s rectum. A very high percentage were killed and
disintegrated (digested perhaps) within one to two
hours, or before encystment was ever observed to occur.

All attempts to bring about encystment in removed
recta, in removed rectal contents, in the recta of
killed frogs, and in the stomach and intestines failed.

We may have in these meager observations an
inkling as to the origin of parasitism; during the
protection afforded by encystment a free-living organ-
ism may gradually become acclimatized or adapted
to its new and unfavorable environment and finally
become a parasite. It would perhaps be a worth
while undertaking to place in the alimentary tract and
in the tissues of animals the cysts and free forms
of some of the well-known free-living ciliates which
form cysts readily in nature and in culture. After
thousands of failures it might be possible to find an
organism that could excyst and then maintain itself
on the intestinal bacterial flora. .
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NATURAL AND EXPERIMENTAL INGESTION
OF PARAMOECIUM BY COCKROACHES
Arpour thirty cockroaches were collected in the
basement of a department store in Baltimore between
eight and nine in the morning. They were placed in
a dry bottle and carried to the laboratory where
several were dissected about two hours later and their
stomach and rectal contents examined microscopically.
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Three of those examined had Paramoecium in their
stomachs. No attempt was made to determine the
species of Paramoecium, but the observation was
verified by three individuals in the laboratory who
were familiar with this well-known organism. The
usual parasitic protozoa were seen in the rectal con-
tents, but Paramoecium was only observed in the
stomach. The remaining cockroaches (17 in all)
were left to be examined later to see if Paramoecium
remained present and if it reached the rectum. These
were all opened up and observed between three and
four in the afternoon, seven to eight hours after they
were collected, and no living paramoecia were present
in any of them, but the remains of paramoecia were
clearly visible in the stomach contents of two in-
dividuals.

In order to determine how long Paramoecium
would live in cockroaches, approximately ‘two hun-
dred individuals were collected and were starved in
dry petri dishes from one to ten days before being
fed a rich, milky-white culture of Paramoecium, con-
taining hundreds of individuals per drop. In most
of the experiments the cockroaches were starved four
or five days because it was somewhat difficult to get
them to ingest paramoecia after one to two days’
starvation. Each cockroach was placed in a petri
dish and was observed until it ingested from one to
three drops of the culture, the time was noted, and
then the cockroach was removed from the petri dish
with forceps, swabbed off with cotton, and placed in
another petri dish with blotting paper in the bottom.
A hundred and fifteen observations were carried out
in this manner. The cockroaches were dissected at
intervals from five minutes to three days after having
been observed to feed on Paramoecium. The con-
tents of their alimentary tracts were examined micro-
scopically, with the result that few, if any, of the
paramoecia were killed during the first two hours
after ingestion and that all were killed by the end
of five hours except in a single instance where three
actively motile paramoecia were found in the stomach
contents six hours after ingestion. When the stom-
ach contents were examined three and four hours
after the ingestion of paramoecia, mostly broken up
or disintegrating organisms were observed together
with three or four normally active individuals. This,
then, makes it highly probable that the cockroaches
in which Paramoecium naturally occurred had fed on
water containing a fair number of these organisms
shortly before they were collected and brought to the
laboratory—perhaps a rather unusual occurrence.
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