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of papers on educational, scientific and industrial sub-
jects. He is the author of a widely used text-book on
quantitative analysis. Professor Talbot was the con-
sulting editor of the International Chemical Series,
which comprises books on a wide range of subjects in
the field of chemistry. During the war the Atlantic
Monthly published a series of papers by him on gas
warfare. These were written in the interesting and
lucid style which is characteristic of all of his writ-
ings. As chairman of the faculty, and of the admin-
istrative committee after the death of President Mac-
laurin, Professor Talbot had much to do with shaping
the recent policies of the institute.

Professor Talbot’s work has always been appre-
ciated by chemists. Dartmouth College gave him the
honorary degree of doctor of science in 1921. In
bestowing the distinction his record was summed up
as follows: “Henry Paul Talbot—administrator and
scholar, faithful and versatile contributor to the wel-
fare of a distinguished sister institution of high
learning; scientist whose interest in the discovery of
new truths is matched by instinet for the application
of those truths, of whose knowledge you have pos-
sessed yourself; by virtue of the authority vested in
me I welcome you to the fellowship of Dartmouth
men and I confer upon you the honorary degree of
doctor of science.”

In the midst of all his scientific, educational and
administrative activities Dr. Talbot consented to ac-
eept the important appointment of dean.

Dr. Talbot always showed a keen personal interest
in the students as individuals. One of my colleagues,
in pointing out the eordial relationship that existed
between Professor Talbot and the students who knew
him well, noted the fact, evident to us all, that he re-
tained the spirit of youth. To the younger members
of the department which Dr. Talbot directed for so
many years, his life was always an example of loyal
devotion to an ideal; every official act was the result
of a conscientious and unselfish desire to do what was
best for the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
His will, filed for probate just before this was writ-
ten, expressed in a concrete way his interest in these
younger men and in the institute. He names the
institute as a residuary legatee and suggests, but does
not require, that a part of the whole of the bequest be
used to assist junior members of the institute’s staff
to attend meetings of the societies of their professions.

James F. Norris

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS
TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS OF WESTERN
' NATIONAL PARKS
Two topographic maps of western national parks
have been published by the Geological Survey of the
Department of the Interior; one is a map of an
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area including the Sequoia and General Grant Na-
tional Parks, California, and the other a map of the
east half of the Grand Canyon National Park, Ari-
zona.

The maps are printed in three colors—black show-
ing the works of man, blue showing the rivers and
other water features and brown showing the contour
lines of altitude that are the distinguishing features
of a topographic map. Both maps appear almost
like relief models of the areas they portray.

The Grand Canyon map includes the part of the
Grand Canyon extending from its head southward
and westward to. Crystal Rapids and bounded on the
north by the Kaibab Plateau, on the east by the
Painted Desert, and on the south by the Coconino
Plateau. The great contrasts in topography.between
the canyon slopes and the surrounding plateaus and
those between the walls of the main canyon and of the
Granite Gorge are clearly shown. -The sculptural
details of the canyon walls, as well as the buttes and
the temples that stand out from the main slopes, are
faithfully represented on the map, and the fact that
the surface of the Coconino Plateau descends south-
ward away from the canyon rim is well shown along
the southern margin of the map. The numerous
rapids along the Colorado River are indicated by sym-
bols, and the location of the trails, camps and springs
are shown. The Grand Canyon map measures 41 by
65 inches and is sold by the Geological Survey at 25
cents a copy. .

The map of the Sequoia and General Grant Na-
tional Parks embraces an area in eastern California,
situated mainly in the Sierra Nevada, and includes
these two parks, the Sequoia National Game Reserve,
and considerable portions of the Sequoia, Sierra and
Inyo National Forests. The northeast corner of the
area lies in the Inyo Mountains, and the east side
is crossed by Owens Valley, whose floor is shown to
lie some 3,700 feet above sea-level. West of Owens
Valley the great eastern wall of the Sierra rises
abruptly 5,000 to 7,000 feet and is topped by many
summits that stand 12,000 to 14,000 feet above the
sea. Among them is Mount Whitney, 14,501 feet,
the highest point in the United States. The western
slopes of the Sierra, which occupy the greater part
of the area shown on the map, are seen to be deeply
trenched by the rugged canyons of Kings, Keweah
and Kern Rivers—the Kings River canyon one of
the deepest in the world. This part of the area
abbunds in gorges, domes, alpine meadows, glacial
cirques and cirque lakes, there being several hundred
small lakes among the higher summits and divides.
The area also contains a dozen groves of the “Big
Trees.” This map measures 32 by 29 inches and may
be obtained from the U. S. Geological Survey, Wash-
ington, D. C.




