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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS

AIRPLANE VIEWS OF SOUTHEASTERN
ALASKA

IN order that the “phototopographic” views made
in southeastern Alaska last summer by the Navy De-
partment at the request of the Geological Survey may
be available to the general public at as early a date as
possible, arrangements have been recently entered
into between the Geological Survey of the Interior
Department and the Forest Service of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture whereby prints of the pictures
may be obtained at a small price. It should be dis-
tinetly understood, however, that several prints of
adjacent areas ean not be jonied so as to form an
undistorted mosaie.

Nearly 5,000 sets of exposures were made during
the summer, each eonsisting of three parts—a central
picture which represents the ground directly under
the airplane and two side pictures which represent
adjoining areas on each side of the central picture.
The central picture is taken with a camera pointed
vertically downward, and the two side pictures are
made at the same moment by two supplementary
cameras directed obliquely to each side and fixed at
a definite angle to the vertical. A set of three pie-
tures thus taken represents an area of about 11
square miles when the plane flies at the preferred
elevation of 10,000 feet, and the whole series covers
practically all of southeastern Alaska except Baranof
and Chichagof Islands.

As rapidly as possible official sets of all the prints
will be made, and one set will be placed on file for
inspection in the distriet office of the Forest Service
at Juneau, Alaska, and another in the office of the
Alaskan branch of the Geological Survey, at Wash-
ington, D. C. More than one half of the prints have
now been completed, and it is hoped to have the
entire set ready by Oectober 1. Orders for prints
may be made by number from these file sets. Those
to whom these file sets are not readily accessible may
request from the Forest Service, Washington, D. C.,
a copy of an index map which shows the loeation of
the area covered by each photograph or may forward
orders specifying the location of the precise tract of
which photographs are desired, the name of the island
on which the tract is located, and the size of the tract.

OCEAN WEATHER CHARTS
PrePARATION of complete ocean weather charts
and dependable forecasts every day for the benefit
of aireraft mavigators, as well as masters of water
craft on the North Atlantic, is a projeet which the
United States Weather Bureau hopes to accomplish
within the near future.
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The transatlantic airplane flights have stimulated
the receiving of ocean weather reports, enabling the
bureau to keep the recent Byrd flight well advised as
to the winds, storms and fogs which would be en-
countered in the crossing. This service was made
possible largely by the voluntary cooperation of ship-
masters and of the radio companies, which collected
the ocean weather information twice daily and de-
livered it to the bureau for charting and. analysis.

In future transatlantic flying such voluntary coopera-
tion will hardly be as readily forthcoming since the
novelty of the enterprise will be gone and public interest
less keen, Officials of the Weather Bureau are accord-
ingly figuring out what can be done to stimulate interest
in ocean weather reports to add to the safety of flying
and of navigation. It is their hope that shipmasters
will continue the work when the present flying season
is over. Nevertheless, something more permanently de-
pendable is essential.

That a more complete and extensive organization of
the ship service is necessary is shown by the fact that
on some days while the fliers were waiting for favorable
conditions the Weather Bureau did not get a single
ship report from areas a thousand miles wide in the
Atlantic. Even on May 18, two days before Lindbergh
made his successful flight, no report was received from
any ship between midocean and the Irish Coast. It
was not until he had started that weather reports from
ships became nearly adequate. When Chamberlin made
his flight the amount of information coming in was
more abundant than in any previous period.

Eventually, when funds and facilities permit, the
‘Weather Bureau hopes to get reports twice daily from all
ships in the Atlantic lanes. Such reports, supplemented
by reports from land stations in this country, Canada,
Greenland, Iceland and Europe, would make possible
the preparation of complete ocean weather charts and
dependable forecasts every day.

THE ASTRONOMY AND PHYSICS CLUB OF
PASADENA

Tee following is the program of the Astronomy
and Physics Club of Pasadena for the last half year:

January 7. Series Spectra of Boron, Carbon, Nitrogen,

Oxygen and Fluorine: Dr. I. 8. Bowen.
¢¢ 14,21, 28. Statistical Mechanics: Dr. R. C. Tol-

man.

February 4, 5. Conference on the Michelson-Morley Ex-

periment: Dr. A. A. Michelson, Professor

H. A. Lorentz, Professor D. C. Miller, Pro-

fessor E. R. Hedrick, Professor P. 8. Ep-

stein, Dr. R. J. Kennedy. (A complete

report of this conference will be published

later.)

The Electrostatics of the Thunder Storm:

Dr. A. W. Simon, National Research Fellow.
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