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A NEW OUTDOOR SUMMER SCHOOL OF
NATURAL HISTORY FOR NEW
YORK STATE

Mr. CEAUNCEY J. HAaMLIN, president of the Buf-
falo Society of Natural Sciences, and Dr. Charles C.
Adams, director of the New York State Museum, have
announced the establishment of a new school for the
study of outdoor natural history in the Allegany
State Park, about 75 miles south of Buffalo. This
field school is to be located in the woods of the Alle-
gany plateau, near the Allegany River, south of Sala-
manca, N. Y., where the cool summer climate is
similar to that of the Adirondacks. This school-camp
will be conducted during July and August.

The primary aim of the outdoor school is to supple-
ment ordinary school work and give practical field
instruction to teachers of the public schools, leaders
of all kinds of young peoples’ organizations interested
in outdoor life such as scouts and wooderafters—an
outdoor natural history camp experience and train-
ing, of a kind that they can not obtain in cities. This
work will include a first-hand knowledge of the geog-
raphy, physical geography and geology of this region,
which lies just beyond the margin of the glaciated
region, as well as the flowers, shrubs, trees and all
kinds of animals found in the region. The instruction
will consist largely of field excursions under experi-
enced leaders. Methods of collecting and preserving
specimens will be given special attention. Students
will be aided in their studies also by a specially pre-
pared series of pocket guidebooks to the natural his-
tory of the region. Dr. A. K. Lobeck has prepared
a guide of the physical features of the region, Dr.
H. D. House and W. P. Alexander a similar guide for
the study of the plants, and Dr. S. C. Bishop and
W. P. Alexander a guide to the study of the reptiles
and amphibians of the region. A guide to the birds
by A. A. Saunders has already been prepared by the
Roosevelt Wild Life Station at Syracuse. The needs
of the commissioner of the Allegany State Park, who
are eooperating in this project, are being recognized
by giving special instruction for persons who desire
to train themselves for work in parks. The training
of museum workers also requires a similar experience,
so that the present plan provides assistance not only
for the publie schools, and outdoor leadership, but
as well for the museums and the parks.

The project has the approval of the Board of Re-
gents, the officials of the Buffalo Society of Natural
Sciences, and the commissioners of the Allegany
State Park. The general educational supervision is
furnished by Dr. Charles C. Adams, director of the
State Museum. '
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A RESEARCH PROFESSORSHIP IN FOREST
SOILS AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY

A grrr of $130,000 for the endowment of a research
professorship in forest soils in Cornell University has
been announced by President Livingston Farrand,
who said that the Charles Lathrop Pack Forestry
Trust, founded by Mr. Charles Lathrop Pack, presi-
dent of the American Tree Association, in addition to
endowing the chair, had made a further provision of
funds for the operating expenses of the advanced line
of investigation to be undertaken.

The work will be done in the New York State Col-
lege of Agriculture, and the appointment of the pro-
fessor will soon be announced. The chair will be
named for Mr. Pack, who is already well known for
his benefactions to scientific forestry as president of
the American Tree Association and as the founder of
the Charles Lathrop Pack Forestry Trust. This trust
is administered by his son, Arthur Newton Pack.

President Farrand made the following statement on
the importance of the gift:

In the northeastern hard-wood area, extending over the
Middle Atlantic States and as far west as Indiana and
Illinois, the question of proper forest care and operation
depends very largely upon a study of soil conditions, and
practically no data on forest soils are at present available.
The proposed line of investigation is a new develop-
ment in forest research in this country. It will undertake
to coordinate studies in several fields of science and apply
what is learned to the special soil problems involved in
the business of growing healthy forests.

This research will necessarily deal with the chemistry
and biology of soils. It will naturally have intimate rela-
tion with the field of heredity in tree growth, particwlarly
as it should help to solve problems of adapting certain
varieties of trees to given soils. And it will similarly
have a bearing on the field of plant pathology, because
of the relation that soil conditions bear to diseases of
trees. Many of the timber growers’ problems are com-
plex. Their solution must be looked for in several fields,
including these interrelated fields of soils, genetics and
forest pathology.

This is the first time that such a comprehensive re-
search on forest soils has been systematically undertaken
in this country. The comprehensive study of forest soils
is a new line of research everywhere, and the only special-
ized workers in it are a few scientists in Sweden, Russia,
Finland and Germany. While the work to be done under
Mr. Pack’s endowment will deal directly with American
forest problems, its results will have international inter-
est and general scientific value.

Mr. Pack has made other large gifts for the promo-
tion and support of education in forestry. Recently
announcement was made concerning the Charles
Lathrop Pack demonstration forest, a twenty-five hun-
dred acre tract of white-pine land on the main Adi-
rondack highway near Lake George; and he has given



