
be open to the Columbia University Medical School 
and others, and for the post-graduate instruction of 
physicians. 

T H E  FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRA-
TION OF ARTHUR D. LITTLE, INC. 

ARTHUR D. LITTLE, INC.,celebrated its fortieth 
anniversary a t  a banquet in its laboratories on De- 
cember 30, which was attended by one hundred or 
more present and former members of its staff. 

Dr. James F. Norris, retiring president of the 
American Chemical Society, presented the congratu- 
lations of the chemical profession, and greetings were 
read from former associates, many of whom are now 
prominent in chemical and engineering fields. 

Dr. A. D. Little, president of Arthur D. Little, 
Ine., briefly reviewed the history of his organization, 
which began business on October 1,1886, as a firm 
under the style of Griffin & Little, with office and 
laboratory on the top floor a t  103 Milk Street, Bos- 
ton. The business which first came to the firm was 
chiefly analytical, though for a number of years 
special emphasis was also given to consulting worJ in 
the pulp and paper industry in which Dr. Little had 
previously been active, his initial job having been 
that of superintendent of the first sulphite pulp mill 
in the United States. 

Mr. Roger B. Griffin, Dr. Little's partner and 
father of Mr. Roger C. Griffin, chief chemist of the 
present organization, died in 1893 as the result of an 
explosion in the laboratory. Six years later the lab- 
oratory was moved to somewhat larger quarters a t  7 
Exchange Place, and the scope of the business was 
extended. 

Shortly after, in 1900, the firm of Little & Walker 
was organized. The partnership was dissolved five 
years later, when Dr. William H. Walker assumed 
the professorship of chemical engineering a t  the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

I n  1902 another move was made-this time to 93 
Broad Street. Here the firm occupied a t  first half 
and later the entire sixth floor, but soon the fifth floor 
also was taken over, and then the fourth, as new 
departments were established and an organization 
developed. 

I n  1909 the concern was incorporated as Arthur D. 
Little, Inc. There were by this time many specialists 
on the staff, and departments were maintained for 
analyses and tests, research, fuel engineering, lubri- 
cation, forest products, biology, textiles and chemical 
engineering. 

DR. COOLIDGE AND THE EDISON MEDAL 

THE Edison Medal for 1926, which was awarded in 
December to Dr. William D. Coolidge, assistant di- 
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rector, researoh laboratory, General Electric Company, 
"for the origination of ductile tungsten and the fun- 
damental improvement of the X-ray tube," has been 
declined by Dr. Coolidge for the reason given in the 
following letter : 

MR. GCANO DUNN,chairman Edison Medal Committee, 
American Institute of Electrical Engineers, New York 
City. 

My Dear Mr. Dwnm: 
Judge Morris has just handed down a decision to the 

effect that my ductile tungsten patent is invalid. This 
decision, coming from a man of Judge Morris's standing, 
proves to me that the best of men could question my right 
to the Edison medal which your committee has been good 
enough to award to me. 

My appreciation of that great pioneer Mr. Edison, in 
whose honor the medal was established, and my admira- 
tion for its former recipients are such that I would not, 
for the world, do anything that could in any way detract 
from the luster of that medal, which should stand for 
generations to come as one of the most coveted prizes for 
meritorious work in the electrical field. 

In  the light of the above facts, I can not accept the 
medal. Allow me to take this opportunity to thank you 
and the other members of the committee and to express 
my deep appreciation of the great honor which you did 
me. Very sincerely yours, 

W. D. COOLIDGE 

The Electrical World, from which we take the above, 
reports further that a t  a specially called meeting of 
the Edison medal committee, held January 21, it was 
resolved, ". . . with profound regret, to acquiesce in 
the decision of Dr. Coolidge, which nullifies the 
award." There will, therefore, be no award of the 
Edison medal for 1926. 

The case referred to by Dr. Coolidge was that of the 
General Electric Company vs. the DeForest Radio 
Company and the Robelin Piano Company, a suit 
charging contributory infringement in the manufac- 
ture and sale of radio tubes having ductile tungsten 
filaments, and the court held that the discovery of the 
cold ductility of the metal was not an invention and 
that therefore the patent was void. An unusual fea- 
ture of the judgment was that by it Judge Morris re- 
versed a former finding of his own, made when sitting 
in New Jersey, which upheld the patent. I f  his later 
decision stands, the effect it will have on lamp manu- 
facture has become a subject of considerable specu- 
lation. 

One of the contentions of the defendants in the suit 
was that Dr. Colin G. Fink, head of the department 
of electrochemistry a t  Columbia University, New York, 
and a former associate of Dr. Coolidge's in the Gen- 
eral Electric laboratories, was the real originator of 
the process in dispute. Dr. Fink himself made this 


