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Cretcher as the head. As a senior fellow of the in-
stitute, Dr. Creteher (A.B., Michigan, 1912; Ph.D,,
Yale, 1916) has been in charge of the institution’s
fundamental chemical studies since 1922, and has pub-
lished jointly with several assistants and other mem-
bers of the institute a number of papers on the results
of their organo-chemical researches.

As head of the new department, Dr. Cretcher will
have supervision over all investigations in pure chem-
istry and will also serve as an adviser to industrial
fellows who are carrying on research on problems in
synthetic organic chemistry. Dr. Cretcher’s activities

will be operated .as an integral part of the institute'

and will be sustained by institutional subsidy. Dr.
William L. Nelson (B.S., Trinity, 1920; Ph.D., Pitts-
burgh, 1926), who has been named as the first fellow
in the department, was a member of the staff of the
department of chemistry of the University of Pitts-
burgh during the period 1922-26.

Dr. Weidlein states that while Mellon Institute is
primarily an industrial experiment station, it has al-
ways recognized the need of fundamental scientific
research as a background and source of stimulus for
investigation on behalf of industry. During the past
five years the institute has been giving a constantly
increasing amount of attention to the encouragement
and support of research in pure chemistry, and has
been progressively successful in arranging for funds
to devote to the prosecution of investigations not sug-
gested by industry, but planned within the institute
and aimed towards the study of more basic problems
than those usually investigated for direct industrial
purposes. In the institute’s new department of re-
search in pure chemistry this interest and work will
be nurtured and given opportunity to expand. ‘

THE AMBROSE SWASEY PROFESSORSHIP
OF PHYSICS

As has been noted in SCIENCE a chair in physics at
the Case School of Applied Science has been endowed
by Mr. Ambrose Swasey. On December 19, his
eightieth birthday, he sent the following letter to Case
School :

For many years, as you know, I have been greatly in-
terested in your institution and those who have been
responsible for its progress and the high standard of
its work.

As the years have gone on I have been especially at-
tracted to the department of physies and the splendid
men who are known throughout the world because of
their work in scientific research.

It gives me much pleasure to advise you that I have
to-day set over to the Cleveland Trust Company, securi-
ties amounting to one hundred thousand dollars

($100,000) as an endowment fund for & chair of physies
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at Case School of Applied Science. It is my belief that
in the future, as in the past, your institution will render
a great service for the benefit of science and engineering.

This is the second valuable gift which Mr. Swasey
has made to Case School. A number of years ago he
and his partner presented to it the Warner and
Swasey Astronomical Observatory with its complete
equipment. The first gift indicated his interest in
astronomy and this second gift shows his interest in
physies.

Mr. Swasey was one of the founders of the Amer-
ican Society of Mechanical Engineers and is a past
president as well as an honorary member of that in-
stitution. He is also a member of the American Philo-
sophical Society and the National Academy of
Sciences. The state of Ohio has but two members
in the academy—Dr. Swasey (for the doctorate has
been conferred upon him by several institutions of
learning) a member of the corporation of Case
School, and Dr. Miller, professor of physies in the
same college.

There are no conditions attached to this donation
except that it shall be used for a chair in physies;
but the trustees, in accepting the gift, have taken
certain steps which they think will be agreeable to the
donor. Dr. Dayton C. Miller has been appointed to
the Ambrose Swasey Professorship of Physies and
has been relieved of all teaching duties so that he may
devote his entire time to research work.

-OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIA-

TION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
SCIENCE

A ruLL account of the Philadelphia meeting of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science
prepared by the permanent secretary will be printed
in the issue of ScIENCE for January 28. Officers were
elected as follows:

President

A. A. Noyes, professor of physical chemistry, the Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology.

Vice-presidents and Chairmen of the Sections

A—Mathematics: Dunham Jackson, University of Minne-
sota.

B—Physics: A. H. Compton, University of Chicago.

C—Chemistry : Roger Adams, University of Illinois.

D—Astronomy : W. 8. Adams, Mount Wilson Observatory.

E—Geology and Geography: Charles Schuchert, Yale
University.

F—Zoological Sciences: C. E. MecClung, University of
Pennsylvania.

G—Botanical Sciences: William Crocker, Thompson In-
stitute for Plant Research. '
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H—Anthropology : R. J. Terry, Washington University.

I—Psychology: Knight Dunlap, Johns Hopking Univer-
sity.

K—S8ocial and Economic Sciences: W. S. Leathers, Van-
derbilt University.

L—Historical and Philological Sciences: Harry Elmer
Barnes, Smith College.

M—Engincering : A. N. Talbot, University of Illinois.

N—DMedical Sciences: G. Canby Robinson, Vanderbilt

University.

O—Agriculiure: L. E. Call, Kansas State Agricultural
College.

Q@—Education: A. I. Gates, Teachers College, Columbia
University.

Members of the Council

David White, Smithsonian Institution.
L. E. Dickson, University of Chicago.

Members of ‘the Executive Committee
J. McKeen Cattell, New York.
H. B. Ward, University of Illinois.

Member of the Finance Committee
Herbert Gill, Washington.

Members of the Committee on Grants
W. Lash Miller, University of Toronto.
Oswald Veblen, Princeton University.

Trustee of Science Service

D. T. MacDougal, Desert Laboratory, Carnegie Institu-
tion.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND:NEWS

THE prize of the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science was presented to Professor G.
D. Birkhoff, of Harvard University, for his vice-presi-
dential address entitled “A Mathematical Critique of
Some Physical Theories.”

ScienTIFIC societies meeting in Philadelphia in as-
sociation with the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science report the election of presidents
as follows: The American Mathematical Society, Dr.
Virgil Snyder, of Cornell University; The American
Physical Society, Dr. Karl T. Compton, professor of
physics at Princeton University; The American So-
ciety of Zoologists, Dr. S. J. Holmes, professor of
zoology at the University of California; Society of
American Bacteriologists, Dr. Robert S. Breed, pro-
fessor of dairy bacteriology at Cornell University and
bacteriologist of the Experiment Station at Geneva,
N. Y.; The American Anthropological Association,
Dr. Marshall A. Saville, director of the Heye Mu-
seum, New York City; The American Psychological
Association, Dr. H. L. Hollingworth, professor of
psychology, Barnard College, Columbia University.
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AT the annual meeting of the Board of Directors of
the Psychological Corporation, held in its offices at
the Grand Central Terminal on December 2, officers
were elected as follows: President, Walter V. Bing-
ham; First vice-president, Walter Dill Secott; Second
vice-president, Lewis M. Terman; Chairman of the
board, J. McKeen Cattell; Secretary and treasurer,
Paul S. Achilles; Assistant secretary, Elsie O. Breg-
man,

Dr. J. J. R. MacLeop, professor of physiology at
the University of Toronto, and Dr. E. G. Martin,
professor of physiology at Stanford University, will
exchange courses during the months of January,
February and Mareh, Professor Macleod going to
Stanford and Professor Martin to Toronto.

Proressor J. H. PriestLEY, of the department of
botany in the University of Leeds, will give a course
of post-graduate lectures and demonstrations to stu-
dents of the departments of botany and biochemistry
of the University of California during the spring of
next year. Professor H. H. Dixon, of Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin, has heen invited to leeture at the uni-
versity during the summer months of 1927.

Dr. Roger ApaMS, head of the department of chem-
istry in the University of Illinois, has been awarded
the Nichols medal in chemistry of the New York
Section of the American Chemical Society, for his
work on the Acids of Chaulmoogra Oil in the Treat-
ment of Leprosy.

THE committee on awards of the American Society
of Mechanical Engineers has nominated Wilfred Lewis
as the medalist for 1927 for his contributions of re-
search and analysis to the problem of gearing.

TaE faculty of medicine at the University of
Toronto has awarded the Charles Mickle Fellowship
for 1926-1927 to Dr. and Mrs. George F. Dick,
Chieago.

Proressor W. H. HorrMaNN, of the Finlay Lab-
oratory, Havana, has been awarded the medal “Bene
Merenti” and diploma of the International Exhibition,
section of tropical medicine, Rome, 1925.

THE Longstaff medal of the British Chemieal
Society has been awarded to Professor Robert Robin-
son, F.R.S,, of the University of Manchester, for
his “distinguished researches in organic chemistry.”
The Harrison memorial prize of the society was
awarded .to Dr. Charles Robert Harington, of Uni-
versity College, London. The presentation of the
medal and of the prize will take place at the annual
general meeting of the society on March 24.

THE gold medal of the Royal Society of Medicine
was presented to Professor J. S. Haldane, director




