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pick up the sand may be caused by any number of
disturbances such as a fish leaping from the water,
or a bird or insect striking the water, or rowing or
other human disturbances. The patches are usually
but two or three centimeters in diameter, but ocea-
sionally may reach as much as twenty em. The larger
patches sometimes are due to union of smaller ones,
as has been observed. In a very gentle breeze these
patches may go out three or four hundred meters into
the lake before they sink. Any disturbance of the
patches such as touching them causes all the grains
to sink immediately.

At no time at Douglas Lake have any of these
patches of floating sand had their origin during a
time of high wind. However, in two instances in my
experience the sand flotation has been the result of
sand being blown onto the water. Each of these two
cases has been when a strong wind was forced to blow
up over a dune, the face of which was cut into by a
body of water. Some of the swiftly moving sand
hitting the water at a very acute angle remained in
the surface film. In the case at Lake Michigan the
amount of sand that remained on the surface was
sufficient to interfere with the enjoyment of swim-
ming when one opened his mouth at the surface of
the water. While most of the sand went to the bot-
tom very shortly, some of it was still on the lake as
much as fifteen meters out from the shore; beyond
that, however, the wind could hit the water and dis-
turb it sufficiently to cause no more sand to remain
in the surface film. In the second case the sand
was blown into the Kansas River. That that hit the
river where the current was boiling immediately sank
to the bottom. Close to the shore, however, where the
water was not obviously disturbed, although moving,
a fair quantity of the sand remained in the surface
film. The sand that remained in the surface film
floated down stream close to the lee bank, which was
also on the side opposite from the main current.
Although constantly diminished in quantity, never-
theless some small patches were still visible a kilometer
down the stream. At this place the wind had full
sweep of the river, which disturbance ended the flota-
tion. ~

Frank C. GATES

KANSAS STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE

THE NEIGHBORS

In Science for November 19 (page 497) it is
stated that an Association of Professional Astrono-
mers will meet in New Haven in December. There is
no such organization nor any need of one. Some
astronomers on the Atlantic coast have, however,
been carrying out sinee 1920 a plan which has proved
so useful that possibly other groups (in other locali-
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ties or in other sciences) may wish to make the same
experiment. Beginning in June, 1920, a number of us
whose chief interest is research have been meeting
informally about four times a year for the purpose
of exchanging ideas and getting the benefit of the col-
lective wisdom and experience of the whole group in
the solution of our individual problems. But it is of
the essence of this idea that there should be no organi-
zation; there is no constitution, no rules of any kind,
no officers, no fixed list of members and no dues. We
have even lacked a name until very recently, when
we have begun to call ourselves the Neighbors. At
first we met in New York City, but this was found
to be unnecessarily expensive, and for some of the
members it was somewhat inconvenient. We now
meet at New Haven because it is centrally located and
because the courtesies extended to us by two clubs in
the city make the meetings much more pleasant than
they could be in a busy mettopolitan hotel. These
meetings begin on Friday afternoon and break up
somewhat gradually, most of the out-of-town members
leaving on Saturday, a few sometimes remaining over
until Sunday. We spend all this time together ex-
cept the few hours that must be wasted in sleep. It
is understood that no one is to attempt to read a
paper, but during this day or two there is much as-
tronomy in the air; some of it is very much so, for it
has gotten to be a tradition with us that our state-
ments need not be well considered. Many a fasci-
nating theory has seen the light of day, flourished and
passed on, all in the space of twenty minutes.

In a small group like this, meeting so frequently,
our knowledge of each other has gotten to be inti-
mate and has given rise to a network of friendships
which in themselves, aside from any questions of
scientific results, justify the existence of the Neighbors.

FRANK SCHLESINGER

NEw HAVEN,

NOVEMBER 29, 1926

FIELD TRIPS IN GEOGRAPHY

Two recent notes in SCIENCE for June 18 and Octo-
ber 22 have shown the clear appreciation felt among
geologists for active field work by their students dur-
ing the prosecution of their studies. It may be inter-
esting, therefore, to publish here the terms of a travel
scholarship recently established in the department of
geology and geography at the University of Wiscon-
sin. In this connection, it should be added that the
ideal toward which the department is striving is that
each student. who majors in geography be required
to spend fourteen days in the field at least 500 miles
away from Madison, during the spring recess of the
year in which he takes his degree. The announcement
below gives briefly the plan which the student is ex-



