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made by Dr. Noble in Natwe, of August 7, 19.26. The 
attack is based upon an investigation of the exhibits of 
alytes (toads), with heat stripes, proving my theory, 
made by Dr. Noble with Professor Przibrams in the 
Vienna Biological Experimental Institute and with my 
permission. 

The principal matter of importance in this is an arti- 
ficial coloring, probably with India ink, through which 
the black coloring of the skin in the region carrying the 
stripes is said to have been faked. Therefore it would 
be a matter of deception that presumably will be laid to 
me only. 

After having read the attack I went to the Biological 
Experimental Institute for the purpose of looking over 
the object in question. I found the statements of Dr. 
Noble completely verified. Indeed, there were still other 
objects (blackened salamanders) upon which my results 
had plainly been "improved" post mortem with India 
ink. Who besides myself had any interest in perpetra- 
ting such falsifications can only be very dimly suspected. 
But it is certain that practically my whole life's work 
is placed in doubt by it. 

On the basis of this state of affairs I dare not, al- 
though I myself have no part in these falsifications of 
my proof specimens, any longer consider myself the 
proper man to accept your call. I see that I am also 
not in a position to endure this wrecking of my life's 
work, and I hope that I shall gather together enough 
courage and strength to put an end of my wrecked life 
to-morrow. 

I am not stopping the packing up of the things 
destined to be taken with me. First, because it would 
attract the attention of my family, which must not know 
anytbing of my intention before it is carried out; and, 
second, because I am thus making my last will and 
testament giving my library into the care of the Com- 
munist Academy in Moscow, so that this will compensate 
it for all the efforts it has wasted upon me. 

Finally, I ask that my heartiest farewell greetings be 
given to the following friends: . . . 

With the plea that you will forgive me for having 
made you all this trouble, I am, 

Yours devotedly, 

THE NEW BUFFALO MUSEUM OF SCIENCE 

THE corner-stone of the new Buffalo Museum of 
Science, to be erected in Humboldt Park, was laid on 
the afternoon of October 16. The new museum build- 
ing will be a four-story structure costing approxi- 
mately $1,000,000. According to Nuseunz News au-
thorization for its construction was submitted to the 
people of Buffalo by referendum in 1923 and was 
carried by a large majority. The structure is to be 
built and equipped by the city for occupancy by the 
Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences. For  some years 
past the society has had two temporary museum 
premises--one downtown in the building of the Buf- 
falo Public Library and one on Elmwood Avenue. 

Both of these quarters are soon to be given up for 
the new home now under construction. 

While no radical departures have been made in 
planning the arrangement of the new building, much 
study has been given to its various problems, with the 
result that i t  embodies noteworthy features. The 
ground floor will be utilized for children's work and 
the visual education and photographic departments. 
The'main floor will be devoted to systematic exhibits 
and the second and third floors will be utilized for 
the purposes of research in its broadest sense, includ- 
ing the storage of reserve and other collections. The 
offices, both administrative and scientific, are pIanned 
to be readily accessible to the public from the main 
entrance. Library, class rooms, laboratories and stor- 
age vaults have also been so located that the work of 
the museum may progress in the most effective man- 
ner. 

I n  addition to the main library there will be a chil- 
dren's library. A special space will be set apart for  
a biological research and pedagogic laboratory, which 
will have a t  least a dozen aquaria in addition to its 
other equipment. Disinfecting rooms and many other 
improvements are also provided for in the plan of the 
new structure. 

The preparation of exhibits for  the new museum is 
going forward while the building is under construc- 
tion. An experimental room has been arranged a t  the 
old quarters in the Public Library building, and there, 
with the use of a one-room equipment of standard 
cases, installations are being made in succession. As 
each exhibit is finished, notes are taken and the entire 
lot of material is then packed away to await final 
housing in the new museum. This plan will reduce 
to the minimum the time which must elapse between 
the completion of the building and its opening to the 
public. 

PLANT CONGRESS PHOTOGRAPHS 
AN exceptionally fine and complete set of photo- 

graphs was obtained of those who attended the Inter- 
national Congress of Plant Sciences held a t  Cornell 
University this past summer. Some early requests 
from libraries and individuals for complete sets of 
these group photographs suggested the desirability of 
a bound volume of these photographs as a permanent 
record for libraries, museums or individuals inter-
ested in this first great gathering of representatives 
of all plant sciences. I have arranged with the uni- 
versity photographer who was the official photogra- 
pher for the congress to prepare such complete bound 
sets for those who may wish to order them. 

The volume will contain thirteen pictures of groups 
representing different sections of the congress, includ- 
ing also ,a group picture of the officers and about 


