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This letter evidently crossed in the mails Huxley's 
letter of criticism of the "Origin," dated November 
23, which appears in full in "The Life and Letters of 
Huxley" and in "Charles Darwin, Autobiography and 
Letters" (p. 225), and from which a few quotations 
may be interesting here: 

I finished your book yesterday [advance copy], a lucky 
examination having furnished me with a few hours of 
continuous leisure. . . . 

As to the first four chapters, I agree thoroughly and 
fully with all the principles laid down in them. I think 
you have demonstrated a true cause for the production 
of species, and have thrown the m s  probandi, that 
species did not arise in the way you suppose, on your 
adversaries. . . . 

The only objections that have'occurred to me are, 1st 
that you have loaded ourself with an unnecessary dif- 
ficulty in adopting NaCzcra %on fadt saltzvm so unre- 
servedly. . . . And 2nd, it is not clear to me why, if 
continual physical conditions are of so little moment as 
you suppose, variation should occur at all. . . . 

Looking back ovelr my. letter, it really expresses so 
feebly all I think about you and your noble book that I 
am half ashamed of it;  but you will understand that, 
like the parrot in the story, "I think the more." 

To this letter Darwin, who a t  the time was a t  Ilkley,' 
replied on November 25 : 

My dear Huxley,--Your letter has been forwarded to 
me from Down. Like a good Catholic who has received 
extreme unction, I can now sing "nunc dimittis." I 
should have been more than contented with one quarter 
of what you have sai& Exactly fifteen months ago, 
when I put pen to paper for this volume, I had awful 
misgivings; and thought perhaps I had deluded myself, 
like so many have done, and I then fixed in my mind 
three judges, on whose decision I determined mentally 
to abide. The judges were Lyell, Hooker, and yourself. 
It was this which made me so excessively anxious for 
your verdict. . . . 

Xy dear Huxley, I thank you cordially for your letter. 
Yours very sincerely. 

Darwin's priceless letter of November 24, appar-
ently now published for the first time, was most gen- 
erously presented by Leonard Huxley to Professor 
Osborn during his recent visit to London; it will ulti- 
mately find its way to the Darwin Hall in the Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History to be placed beside 
the statue of Darwin near the equally priceless manu- 
script page from the "Origin" presented to the Mu- 
seum by Major Leonard Darwin. 

Professor Osborn immediately endeavored to secure 
a copy of the first printing of the "Origin of Spe- 
cies," of date Notember 24, 1859, and finally was so 
fortunate as to purchase one for the museum at  a 

recent sale. This copy bears the inscription J. Bute 
Jukes (the geologist). It was learned through Pro- 
fessor Edward B. Poulton, the leading Darwin 
scholar of Oxford University, that the first printing 
and edition may be recognized by the presence on 
page 184 of the following passage, which was omitted 
in subsequent printings : 

In  North America the black bear was seen by Hearne 
swimming for hours with widely open mouth, thus catch- 
ing, like a whale, insects in the water. Even in so ex- 
treme a case as this, if the supply of insects were con- 
stant, and if better adapted competitors did not already 
exist in the country, I can see no difficulty in a race of 
bears being rendered, by natural selection, more and more 
aquatic in their structure and habits, with larger and 
larger mouths, till a creature was produced as. monstrous 
as a whale. 

Certainly the subsequent editions of the '"rigin" 
were materially improved by the omission of this 
fabulous story of the habits of the black bear, which 
probably goes back to an early period of the develop- 
ment of natural history in North America. 

HENRYFAIRFIELDOSBORN 
WOODSOMELODGE, 


GARRISON,
NEW YORK, 

October 12, 1926 


MAMMOTH FOUND IN LOESS OF 
WASHINGTON 

THE bones of a mammoth (Elephas primigenius) 
ha.ve been found in a loess deposit a mile southwest 
of Cheney, Washington. The fossils were found on 
a hillside and occurred at the top of glacial till over- 
lain by loess. A farmer plowed u p  a bone and dig- 
ging unearthed the remains, which were close to the 
surface. The till is well weathered and is probably 
the earliest of three known glacial periods in east-
ern Washington. Many of the bones had completely 
decayed, but the teeth were well preserved. It is 
probable that the mammoth lived and died in an  in- 
terglacial period earlier than that which immediately 
preceded the Wisconsin stage of glaciation. While 
a considerable mammalian fauna has been found in 
the loess of the Mississippi Valley, so far  as the writer 
is aware this is the first occurrence of fossils reported 
from the loess or Palouse soil of eastern Washington, 
although several mammoths have been found in peat 
bogs. 

0. W, FREEMAN 
STATENORMALSCHOOL, 


CHENEY,~ A S H I ~ T G T O N  


A CORRECTION 

ON page 402 of SCIENCEfor October 22 the an- 


nouncement is made (doubtless official) that I will 



