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asking me to be present here to-day and to deliver an 
address upon such an auspicious and important occa- 
sion. It would have been very easy for them to find 
on this side of the Atlantic some one well fitted to 
perform the task and f a r  more in touch with the 
great march of public health in the United States 
than I am; some one also with a more extensive 
knowledge of hygiene as now practiced and developed 
in countries with temperate climates, for  many years 
of my working life were spent in a land where public 
health work was in its infancy. It is  only since 
taking up residence in England, and especittlly since 
my association with that undertaking which, in large 
measures, owes its inception and progress to the 
bendcent generosity of the Rockefeller Foundation, 
that I have had opportunities of becoming intimately 
acquainted with those modern movements which have 
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wrought so great a change in the domain of state 
medicine. 

A study of hygiene in England, and particnlarly 
of the history of hygiene, has, however, shown me 
why, in all probability, those responsible desired to 
have a speaker from that country. England is un- 
doubtedly the cradle of modern hygiene, that is to 
say, it was in England that the principles and prac- 
tices of hygiene were first properly developed and 
placed on a sound administrative basis. Thus other 
nations have acquired the habit of looking upon Eng- 
land as a leader in the great campaign against disease 
and death. This habit, flattering to the old country, 
and the term ('old country'' includes Scotland, Ireland 
and Wales, was undoubtedly justifiable in the early 
days of public health, and I trust may still be looked 
upon as wise and salutary, even though the old 
country has now much to learn from other lands, more 
especially from this great and wealthy republic of 
the west. On the other side of the Atlantic we are 
perhaps a little apt  to forget that, in the historic 
sense, America has public health traditions of eon-
siderable antiquity and that, if England is a cradle 

1 Address delivered at the fiftieth anniversary eefebra- 
tion of the Johns Hopkins University, a t  the exercises 
commemorating the opening of the new building of the 
School of Hygiene and Public Health, on October 22, 
1926.  
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