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into bearing several years in advance of mangosteens 
grown on its own roots, but i t  thrives exposed to a 
long dry season. Therefore, by the use of Bunag as 
a stock, it would appear feasible to extend the cul- 
ture of the mangosteen over large areas where for cli- 
matic reasons this hitherto has been impossible. 

P. J. WESTER 
BALLSTON,VIRGINIA 

QUOTATIONS 

THE OXFORD MEETING 

THE personality of the Prince of Wales as Presi- 
dent, the amenities of Oxford, and the excellent ar- 
rangements made by the university and the city have 
all combined to make the meeting of the British 
Association, which ended recently, a conspicuous 
success. Even the copious reports of the daily pro- 
ceedings sent by our correspondents gave an incom- 
plete record of the multifarious activities of the 
pections. We have commented more than once on the 
disadvantages of division into thirteen concurrent 
sections, some of which even had further subdivision; 
but at  least it has the merit of giving a wide display 
of the scope of modern science. The president in his 
address, almost by way of warning against any hasty 
judgment, reminded his hearers that theoretical re-
search was often f a r  in advance of practical appli- 
cation, and that even great men of science had some- 
times under-estimated the implications of statements 
made to meetings. Lord Balfour, in his epilogue on 
the first evening, recalled that the last meetings a t  
Oxford and a t  Cambridge had each been quickly 
followed by an efflorescence of physical discovery, and 
prophesied a similar consequence of the meeting this 
year. Sir Oliver Lodge, although admitting that he 
did not speak for the general body of science, sug- 
gested that the great advance would be an extension 
of the methods of science into the realm of the 
spiritual. But it may be that the next important 
discovery was really foreshadowed in the meeting of 
the Chemical Section on Tuesday. Hitherto the chem- 
ical element helium, although believed to be a con-
stituent of all the elements above it in the scale, has 
refused all attempts of the laboratory to make it enter 
into combination with any other element. Mr. J. J. 
Manley explained a long series of experiments, con-
ducted by himself, which pointed to a combination of 
helium with mercury and the formation of a "helide 
of mercury." This startling announcement, admitted 
to be as yet tentative, was said to have received the 
benediction of Professor Soddy, than whom there is 
no higher authority, and may well prove the starting- 
point of a new avenue to knowledge. Apart from 
this the work of the association a t  Oxford, both in 
theoretical and in applied science, was of a high 

order, and there were fewer than usual of the rather 
foolish or feeble communications which are sometimes 
accepted out of kindness. 

On principle and from personal knowledge, the 
Prince of Wales in his address urged the advantage 
of close relations between science a t  home and science 
in the distant parts of the empire. It was an op-
portune comment, because the association has had to 
consider an invitation from the South African Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, with the con- 
currence of General Hertzog, to hold the 1929 meet- 
ing in South Africa. The General Committee a t  each 
of its three meetings discussed the proposal, and on 
Tuesday evening instructed the Council to make the 
requisite inquiries as to date, period of absence from 
this country, cost to individual members, and general 
finance. No more could have been done for the 
present, but i t  is clear that the association has de- 
cided in principle to accept the invitation provided 
that the details can be adjusted. Naturally there are 
difficulties, but there are three years in which to meet 
them. July is the most convenient month for South 
Africa, since her universities begin their sessions in 
August, whilst our sessions linger well into July. But 
a compromise could be arranged, institutions and in- 
dividuals here being released a little earlier, there be- 
ginning a little later. Those who can not spare the 
time for six weeks at sea might bear in mind that in 
all probability by 1929 it will be possible to go from 
London to Johannesburg in a week by aeroplane, 
certainly at  no greater cost than that of a cabin pas- 
sage by sea. South Africa is generous and hospitable, 
and-as on the former visit in 1905-the Govern-
ment is likely to give free passes on the railways and 
the steamship companies to reduce their rates. I t  is 
true that, if the British Association holds its annual 
meeting in South Africa, there can not well be an- 
other during the same year in Great Britain without 
robbing both of some of their authority and their 
dignity. But, when all these temporary disadvantages 
have been weighed, there can be no doubt that a South 
African visit should prove a permanent advantage to 
science and to the empire.-The London Times. 
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CONCERNING REPTILES AND FROGS 


Reptiles and Amphibians: Their Habits and Adapta- 
tions. By THOMAS BARBOUR,Curator of Reptiles 
and Amphibians in the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology a t  Harvard College. Illustrated in part by 
George Nelson, Preparator in the Museum of Com- 
parative Zoology. Boston. IIoughton Mifflin Co. 

BARBOUR'S"Reptiles and Amphibians" is a model of 
a popular treatise in natural history. I t  is throughout 


