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medicinal use. Here we have the same medicinal agent, 
Ioaine, used by people suffering under the same affection 
in very different and distant parts of the world; and 
their faith in it founded, no doubt, merely upon their 
experience of its good effec6s in the treatment and re- 
moval of this disease in those affected by it. 

Courtois, a French manufacturer of saltpeter, first 
isolated iodine in 1812 from the ashes of seaweeds. 
Although this halogen was itself unknown to the an- 
cients, its therapeutic action was made use of by Roger 
de Palermo (1180), who recommended the ingestion 
of seaweeds and sponges as a cure for goiter. Michael 
Servetus mentioned the value of burnt sponge as a 
remedy for this condition in Switzerland. 

It seems strange that people in different parts of 
the world, afflicted with enlarged thyroids, should have 
singled out for use among all the drugs supplied by 
nature the very one which would prove efficacious, and 
one wonders how many centuries of trial and error 
were necessary to confirm the primitive people in their 
belief in the value of iodine-containing organisms. 
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A METEOR FALL 
THE Associated Press dispatch of December 16th 

carries a notice of a meteor which fell a t  11P. M. on 
Tuesday, December 15, 1925, in a field twenty-four 
miles southeast of Aberdeen, South Dakota. The 
press dispatch states that the meteor illumined the 
landscape with a quivering yellow radiance that 
changed to bright blue just before the meteor struclr 
the earth. 

Correspondence has been published in SCIENCE in 
the past in regard to the unreliability of personal 
observations as to the exact location where a meteor 
fell, and I wish to point out a striking example of 
this. 

At 11P. M. on Tuesday I was walking dong a 
street in St. Paul on a rise of ground which is very 
close to the highest point in Ramsey County, Minne- 
sota. Slightly to the north of west I saw a very 
spectacular meteor fall, and I am convinced that the 
meteor which I saw fall is the meteor which is noted 
from Aberdeen, South Dakota. I first noticed it a t  
thirty-five to forty degrees elevation in the western 
sky and observed it for several seconds before it 
struck the earth. It had the appearance of a large 
sky-rocket, excepting in this case it was falling in- 
stead of rising, leaving behind it a brilliant path of 
flame. It appeared to me to fall not more than a 
quarter of a mile away. As a matter of fact, I hesi-
tated for a moment or more before deciding not to 

walk over to the place where I thought it fell, and 
was only deterred from so doing by the fact that no 
hissing sound accompanied its passage through the 
air and by the fact that no concussion was heard 
when i t  disappeared from sight. The colors were 
those given in the Associated Press dispatch, a bril-
liant yellow or orange fading toward the end into a 
blue. 

If  the meteor which I saw fall is the one recorded 
from Aberdeen, South Dakota, i t  would mean that 
my estimate of distance of one eighth to one quarter 
of a mile is an outstanding example of how deceptive 
one's estimate can be of the location of a meteor fall. 
I n  this instance, the meteor fell more than two hun- 
dred miles away, but the time, general direction and 
the color changes are such that 1 personally believe I 
saw the fall of the meteor which is  recorded in the 
press dispatch. 
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Fauwe de Fralzce. 10. HymSnoptSres vespiformes. 
1 (Sphegidae, Pompilidae, Scoliidae, Sapyglgidae, 
Mutillidae). By L. BERLAND, Paul Lechevalier, 
Paris, 1925. (Fr.  45.) 

ITwould be a fine thing if we could have in the 
United States something comparable with the Faune 
de Frame, as projected by a committee of the French 
Federation of the Natural Science Societies, and as 
already carried partly into effect. It is the aim of 
the committee to furnish to naturalists, in convenient 
form, the means of surely identifying any animal 
found in France; but not of finding out all that is 
known about it. The diagnoses are reduced to the 
essential characters, dichotomous keys, brief bibliogra- 
phies and abundant text figures are used. Each vol- 
ume takes up a more or less restricted group, and the 
introduction to each volume includes such general 
information about the group as seems necessary. 

I n  general, the distribution of the forms considered 
covers France, Corsica, Belgium, the Rhine Provinces 
and western Switzerland. The volumes are well 
printed, are of usable size and are sold a t  a cheap 
price. Twelve volumes of varying prices have al- 
ready been published, of which six concern groups 
of insects. I have a t  hand, in addition to the volume 
mentioned in the heading, Seguy's "Anthomyidae," 
Pierre's "Tipulidae" and Chopard's "Orthoptera and 
Dermaptera," and am greatly impressed with the 
idea that started the series and with the results as 
published so far. The United States probably covers 
too great a territory to make it possible to adopt this 
admirable plan of the French Federation; but it 


