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THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION,  
ITS FUNCTION AND ITS  

FUTURE1  

ORIGINAND PRINCIPLESOF THE SMITHSONIAN 

WHAT is the Smithsonian Institution? What is its 
relation to the government? How was it founded and 
for what purpose? Above all, what does i t  do anti 
what may be its significance to human welfare in the 
future? I s  it capable of meeting the wholly different 
needs of scienoe to-day with the same success which 
attended its earlier years? These are the question3 
which I propose to answer. 

The institution is the interpretation of the broad 
interests of James Smithson, an English scientific 
man who, though he never saw this country, had such 
confidence in our then young republic that he made 
i t  the trustee of his entire fortune to be used for "the 
increase and diffusion of knowledge among men." 
His interests are most tangibly brought out by his 
published writings. Smithson's publications number 
twenty-seven and include contributions to a wide 
range of subjects, from the origin of the earth, the 
nature of the colors of vegetables and of insects, the 
analyses of minerals and of chemicals, to improved 
methods of constructing lamps and of making coffee. 

Certain fundamental facts necessary to a proper 
understanding of the Smithsonian's past and its 
potentialities can be deduced from the strange story 
of its origin. I n  the first place the institution is not 
of national origin, as is frequently supposed, but was 
the establishment of an  individual. I n  the second 
place i t  is privately endowed and privately financed. 
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Institution Bullding, Washiupton, D. C. 

Entered as second-class matter July 18, 1928, at the Post 
Omce at Lanoaster, Pa., under the Act of March 8, 1870. 

trustee to carry out the design of the testator, and to 
put this into effect has transferred the responsibilities 
to a board of regents or trustees. I n  the third place 
the organization has the maximum of flexibility; ,z 

minimum of individuals are permanently supported; 
at  any time it may be so remodeled as to meet exist- 
ing circumstances, permanent or temporary. 

As to the institution's achievements, whatever it 
accomplishes must result from its adherence to the 
basic principles deduced from the will of its founder 
by its first secretary, Joseph Henry. 

The first of these principles is to investigate prob- 
lems of scientific promise irrespective of present eco- 

1American Association fo r  the Advancement af 
Science, General Sesgon, Friday, January 1,1926. 



Johns Hopkins University 

Yale 
SCHOOL OP MEDICINE 

The School of Medicine is  an Integral Part  of the 
University and is in the Closest Bfeliation with 
the Johns Hopkins Hospital. 

University  
SCHOOL of MEDICINE  

FOUNDED 1812 

Affiliated with the New Haven  
Hospital and New Haven  

Dispensary  

For Information, Address: II II  
The Registrar, Yale University 

School of Medicine, New Haven, 

Conn. 

N.U.  
Northwestern University 

MEDICAL SCHOOL 
Situated in Chicago in close proximity to important 

Hospitals with an abundance of clinical material. 
ADMISSION REQUIRHIMENTS-Two years of College

credit, including a satisfactory course in Physics, Chem- 
istry, Biology or Zoology, and French or German. 

COURSE OF STUDY-leading to the degree of Doctor of 
Medicin-Four years in the Medical School and a fifth 
year either as Interne in an approved hospltal or devoted 
to research in some branch of Medical Science. 

QRADUATE INSTRTJCTION-in courses leading to the d e  
gree of Master of Arts or Doctor of Philosophy. 

RlSEARCH FOVNDATION-The James A. Patten Endow- 
ment for Research affords unusual opportunities for ad- 
vanced stndents of Medical Science to pursue special 
investigations. 

RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS-Four fellowships of the 
value of $500 each are awarded annually to promote 
scholarly research. 

TUITION FEES-The tuition fee for undergraduate stu-
dents is $215.00 a year. 
Next session begins September 28, 1926. 

For  information address  

C. W. PATTERSON, Registrar 
2421 South Dearborn St. Chicago, Illinois 

ADMISSION 
Candidates for admission must be graduates of ap- 

proved colleges or scientific schools with at  leaat 
two years' instruction, including laboratory work, in 
rhemistry and one year each in physics and biology 
together ;vith evidence of & reading knowledge o j  
French and German. 

Each class is  limited to a maximum of 75 students, 
men and women being admitted on the same terms. 
Applications may be sent any time during the aca- 
demic year but not later than June 15th. 

If vacancies occur, students from other institu-
tions desiring advanced standin may be admitted 
to the second or third year provfded they fulfll! the 
requirements and present exceptional qualifications. 

INSTRUCTION 
The academic year begins the Tuesday nearest Oc- 

tober 1, and closes the second Tuesday in June. The 
course of instruction occupies four years and es-
pecial emphasis is laid upon practical work in the 
laboratories, in the wards of the Hospital and in the 
dispensary. 

TUITION 
The charge for tuition is $360 per annum, payable 

in three installments. There are no extra fees ex-
cept for certain expensive supplies, and laboratory
breakage.

The annual announcement and application blanks 
may be obtained by addressing the 
Registrar of the School of Medicine, Johns Hopkins 

Universitj, Washington and Monument Sts.,  
Baltimore, Md.  

Owing to an extensive building program about to 
be inaugurated at  the Hospital and Medical School, 
it has been deemed necessary to withdraw, for the 
next two years at  least, post-graduate instruction 
during the year as  well as  the summer course for- 
merly given during June and July. 

School of Medicine 
Western Reserve University 

II Cleveland, Ohio II 
NEW LABORATORIES AND HOSPITALS 

RESTRICTED CLASSES 

THOROUGH INSTRUCTION 

LARGE CLINICAL FACILITIES 

HIGH STANDARD O F  SCHOLARSHIP 

Admission confined to students having aca- 
deinic degrees and to Seniors in Absentia. 

For information address: 

THE REGISTRAR  
2109-15 Adelbert Rd. CLEVELAND  
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~ ~ ~ i n e  Biological Laboratory 
Woods Hole, Mass. 

Facilities for  research in Zoology, 
m E s T I C ~ ~ ~ ~ N  Embryology, Physiology, and Bot- 

nny. Fifty-two private laboratories 
$100 each and ninety-four private 
la~orat,ories $200 each for  not over 
three months. Fifty-six tables a re  

for beginners in research who desire to  work 
lnder the direction of members of the staff. The fee for  
,,,& a is 8:8.00. 

Courses of laboratory instruction 

INSTRUCTIO~ ~ ~ ~ e b ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ o o l " ~ p " y t  O%EtoZglo'&; 
lg to ~~~~~t Embryology, Physiology and Mor- 

phology nnfi Taxonomy of the 

9, 1996 Algae. Each course requires the  
full time of the student. Fee, $75.00. 

Animals and plants, preserved. liv- 
ing, nnd in embryonic stages. Pre- 
served material of all types of ani- 

DEPARTMENT rnnls and of Algae Fungi, Liver- 
worts and ~ o s s e s '  furnished for  ow the  t ti^^ clnsswork, o r  for  the museum. 
Living material furnished in sea- 

Year son a s  ordered. Microscopic slides 
in Zoology, Botany, Histology, 
Bacteriology. Catalogues of Zoolog- 
ical and Botanicnl material and 
hlicroscopic Slides sent on appli- 
cation. New Zoology catnlogue rendy 
in Fel~ruary.  For catalogues and all 
information regarding material, ad- 

GEO. M. GRAY, 

to The 

SCIENTIFIC ARTIST 

Line Drawing and Line Rendering of Pencil 
Sketches a Specialty 

H. C. C R E U T Z B U R G  
The Wistar Inst. of Anatomy and Biology 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
L 

second Edition: Revised and  Enlarged 

RAT: DATA AND REFERENCE TABLES 
b i r  NO. 6 : 458 Pages. Bibliography : 2206 Titles 

HENRY H. DONALDSON 
h b l i a h e d  by THE WISTAP. INSTl'TUTl! 

Philadelphia, Pa., U. 8. A. Price, s.00 

THE MICROSCOPE 
By H. GAGE, of Cornell University 

Revised Edition (14th) Ready 
The 'Id and the New in Microscopy with a special chapter 

On Dark-~ield Methods and h e i r  Application. 
Postpaid, W.50 

'=TOCK PUBLISHING CO., ITHACA, N. Y. -- 
w A ~ T E D - ~ o r  research in the vicinity of Phila- 

?Iphia1 a young graduate entomologist. State fully 

In applicatiOn t ra in i~~g ,  experience, references and 
91ary. "R.  H.;' 

of science, ~~~~d central  T ~ ~ -  
York, N y. 
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COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
OF 

LONG ISLAND COUEGE HOSPITAL 
Founded 1858. Sixty-eighth annual session begins 

279 

Admission: Not less than two years of colle e 
work leading toward a baccalaureate degree, incluf- 
ing  specifled courses. 

FaoilIties: Well-equipped laboratories, with full- 
time teachers. Superior clinical advantages in The 
Long Island College Hospital and five other leading 
Hospitnls in  Brooklyn. 

For particulars, address 
T H E  DEAN O F  T H E  MEDICAL SCHOOL 
350 Henry Street Brooklyn, New York 

1926--27 Biological Red Book 
A new enlarged edition is now ready 

Write for your copy today 

U r n  

Pledges Absolute 
SaDisf a c t h  

General Biological Supply House 
761-3 E. 69th Place Chicago, Illinois 

Write for  circular. 

.. 

Coors Porcelain Ware 
The Best Porcelain Ware o n  t h e  Marke t  

Ask for Descriptive Bulletin 

EIMER & AMEND 
Est. 1851 Inc. 1897 

W i d  Are., 18th to 19th St. New York, N. Y. 
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Certified Stains 
For Fine Laboratory Work 

Tested and Approved by the Commission on 
Standardization of Biological Stains 

Acid Fuchsin Gentian Violet Orange Q 
AniUn Blue Hcmatoxylln Pyronin 
Bismarck Brown Indigo Carmine Rafranin 0 
Brilliant Cresyl Blue Janus  Green Sudan 111 
Congo Red Light Qraen 8. P. Sudan IV 
Cresjl Echt Violet Methyl Green Thionin 
Crystal Violet Methyl Orange Wrlght's Stain Solution 

Wright's Stain Dry Carmine (Alum Lake) 
Toluidin Blue Efethflene Blue Methylens Azure 
Fuchsin Basic Neutral Red Tetrachrome Blood Stain 

Our new catalog and price list of biological stains, indicators and re- 
agents, including a most complete line of commission Certified Stains, 
and the Clark and Lubs hydrogen ion indicators is ready for distribu- 
tion. Obtainable without charge from your dealer or direct. 

NATIONAL ANILINE & CHEMICAL COMPANY, Inc. 
Phamaccun'ca/ Laboratories 

40 Rector Street New York City 


