
WALTER DAVID HUNTER 
ON October 13 Dr. TAT. D. Hunter, chief of the sec- 

tion of insects affecting southern field crops of the 
Bureau of Entomolog:~ of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture and a member of the U. S. Federal Hor- 
ticultural Board, died suddenly at E l  Paso, Texas, ill 
his fiftieth year. He was buried on October 16 at 
Houston, Texas, where he had been stationecl for 
some years, leading the successful fight to exterminate 
the pink boll~vorm of cotton in tlie United States. 
Dr. Hunter ~vas graduated a t  the University of Ne- 
braska with the degree of A.B. in 1896 (A.M. in 
1897), and in 1916 was given the degree of LII D. by 
Tulane University, of Louisiana. After graduation 
he mas an assistant in entomology a t  the University 
of Nebraslra, and in 1901 was assistant entomologiqt 
in the Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station. In  
1902 he came to the U. S. Department of Agricu1t:lre 
and was made assistant entomologist in charge of boll 
weevil investigations, and in 1905 was placed in 
charge of all soathern field crop insect investig a t '  ions. 
In  1908 he was made a member of the Federal Hor- 
ticultural Board. Since the advent of the pink boll- 
worm in Texas he has been stationed a t  Houston, 
Texas, in active charge of the eradication work di- 
rected against this insect. Dr. Hunter mas a fellow 
of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, member of the American Oimithologists' 
Union, the Entomological Society of Washington and 
the American Association of Economic Entomolo-
gists. ITe was president of the last-named organiza- 
tion in 1913. H e  was the author of numerous papers 
and reports, all of a very high character. 

Dr. Hunter was one of the strongest men in the 
Department of hgricnltnre. He gained a grasp, not 
only of the boll weevil situation, but of the whole 
cotton-growing indnstry, of an almost unequaled char- 
acter. EIe commanded the respect and confidence of 
the best men in the south. He was one of the advisory 
board of the Bureau of Entomology, and the work 
which he and his assistants have done on the cotton 
insect problem, particularly on the cotton boll weevil 
and the pink bollworm, has been of the very highest 
rank, both from the scientific and the practical point 
of view. 

Although Dr. IInnter's main work was devoted to 
the solution of cotton insect problems, he became 
greatly interested a dozen years ago in the carriage 
of disease by insects. IIis admirable presidential ad- 
dress before the Arnerican Association of Economic 
Entomologists was entitled " American interest in 
medical entomolog~," and at about the same time he 
was charged with the direction of the Bureau of En- 
tomology project entitled "Insects affecting the liealtli 
of man ancl animals," on which Xr.  F. 6. Bishopp, 
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Captain D. L. Van Dine and Dr. W. V. Icing have 

done such remarkable work under his supervision. 


Probably Dr. ITunter vill always be best remem-
bered as the man who had virtual charge of the cot- 
ton boll weevil investigations of the department for 
more than twenty critical years; but surely his work 
in the eradication of the pink boll-cvorin in Lo~tisiana 
and Texas, both as an entomologist and as a member 
of the Federal Horticultural Board resident in Texas, 
with tlie iinmense practical difficnlties involved, neces- 
sitating clear judgment, infinite tact and ability to in- 
fluence men of affairs, will dmays be remembered by 
those who understood the seriousness of the situation 
and who are familiar with its countless difficulties. 

I le  was a sound entomologist. He was a broad, 

far-sighted man of affairs. I le  was an administrator 

who conlmanded the respect and affection of those 

associated with him. His death is a very great loss 

to the Department of Agriculture and to the conntry 

as a whole. 
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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

THE UTILIZATION OF WATER AREAS 


A RECENTLY formed committee of the division of 

biology and agriculture of the National Researcli 

Council is instructed to consider the possibilities of 

increased utilization of interior waters for production 

of food and other necessaries and especially to indi- 

cate what may be the need and the possibilities of 

scientific investigation to promote such an end. The 

comn~ittee will consider the general subject of aqui- 

cnlture and also its probable relations to conservation 

of waters to
in streams, lakes and soils, and t h ~ ~ s  
agricultnre, forestry and the general welfare. 

It is the intent of the committee: (1)  to secure in- 
formation regarding the status of aquiculture in cer- 
tain other countries and the nature of the research 
work that is directed at the problems of aquiculture 
in those countries; (2) to learn what facilities and 
personnel in this country are available for research 
relating rather directly to this snbject; (3)  to inquire 
if, anlong institutions and persoils engaged in ~ L I C ~  

studies, it  is desirable or practicable to promote a 
greater degree of cooperation or coordiliation o l  work 
than now prevails, and (4) to ascertain if additional 
facilities or means may be desirable and obtsinable. 

Fundamental to all this is the necessity of offering, 

if practicable, a general statement of the kincls of 

research work that should be pursued in order to es- 

tablish the foandation of scientific data reqthite for 

the development of practical methods of preserving 



