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The refuge is designed as  a feeding and resting 
place f o r  wild fowl and other migratory birds and 
a natural home f o r  f u r  animals. I n  addition, it  is 
to  be established f o r  preservation of fishes and trees, 
wild flowers and other native plants. 

Secretary Jardine has authority to purchase lands 
f o r  the refuge, and administyation is to be in charge 
of the Bureau of Biological Survey, which maintains 
many similar places owned by the government. 

Jurisdiction of the Department of Agriculture mill 
extend to wild birds, game, animals, fur-bearing ani- 
mals, trees, wildflowers and plants where the Depart- 
ment of Commerce will have jurisdiction with respect 
to fishes, mussels and other aquatic life. The two 
departments a re  authorized to make suitable regula- 
tions governing hunting and fishing on the areas 
acquired. 

The areas to be pnrchased are  limited to bottom 
lands between the river and the blltffs, which rise 
precipitously on each side from 200 to 400 feet. The 
average price under the la\v can not exceed $5 a n  
acre. I n  this region the Mississippi flows through a 
valley averaging three to  five miles in  width. At  
times of high water a large part of this area is over- 
flowed and not suitable f o r  agiiculture. There a r e  
many permanent sloughs and bayous, some of them 
navigable to boats of light draft.  

To save fish i n  these cut-off bodies of ir-ater the 
Bureau of Fisheries sends agents each year to return 
them to the Mississippi o r  carry lhem to other 
localities f o r  restocking depleted streams. Thus mil- 
lions a r e  rescued every year by federal and state 
agencies i n  one of the grcatest spawning grounds in  
the country f o r  such species as  bass, pike and sunfish. 

NEW PLAN OF STUDY FOR HONORS STU- 

DENTS AT THE MASSACHUSETTS 


INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

DR. DUGALDC. JACKSON, professor of electrical 

engineering, has sent to  certain students a t  the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology a n  invitation 
to become members of the honors group, a plan which 
was recommended by the corporation's visiting com-
mittee on electrical engineering and which the faculty 
authorized to be p u t  into effect beginning with the 
next academic year. 

The plan provides to  the students in  the group 
greater independence of study within the scope and 
ideals of the curriculum than is characteristic of the 
usual practice, and includes the following features: 

The students in the group will be privileged to attend 
the class exercises of the regular subjects or not, as they 
individually please; but mill be expected to successfully 
pass the usual term examinations, which should be readily 
accomplished as a result of the special reading proposed. 

The laboratory work of each term, which now usually 
consists of a series of independent assignments, will con. 
sist of a general assignment relating to the principles of 
construction and the characteristics of the circuits, in. 
struments and machinery treated during the term, with 
the time and method of work largely determined by the 
interest of each individual student, who will carry 011 

under the advice and direction of the conference adviser. 
Students will be encouraged to carry on this work as far 
as practicable as individual investigations of the prin. 
ciples and applications under consideration, directed along 
paths of their own interests in the subject. The usual 
laboratory reports will be omitted, and the report for 
each student will be his notebook colltaining an outlinr 
of his plan for the term, the record of his vaiious investi 
gations and measurements, his commcuts and a brief sum 
ming up toward the end of the term of his accomplish 
ments and progress during the t e ~ m .  

Frcedom from existing rcstrictions of scheduled clac,: 
hours and laboratory hours will afford greater oppor 
tunity for more reading and study ielated to the subject:: 
under consideration. I n  order that the students' progress3 
may be orderly and any difficulties encounteled may bc 
courageously faced and overcome a conference of an hour 
and a half each ncek will be held between the group and 
a memhcr of the faculty learned in the subjects for thc 
term, in which conferences the progress and the difficulties 
will be mutually discussed. Substitution of subjects in 
the curriculum will also be provided for to accommodate 
particular tastes and interests of students. 

I f  tho student becomes interested in a particular investi 
gntion, even as early as the junior year, that would develop 
into a suitable thesis projezt, this may be substituted for. 
the larger part of the usual laboratory work. 

For the purpose of stimulating the group to the schol 
arly thoughtfulness regarding their careers that is needful 
for distillguished leadership in creative electrical engi 
neering, near the end of the seniol year each student in 
the group will present to his conference advisers an oral 
statement of his progress and accomplishments during the 
junior and senior years, with commsnts on his grasp of' 
the electrical engineering field and its collatcrals. 

THE NEW YORK INTER-SECTIONAL MEET-. 

ING OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL 


SOCIETY 


A.N inter-sectional meeting of the American Chem-. 
ical Society will be held in  New York City from Sep- 
tember 29 to  October 1. All meetings will he held in  
Rwnford IIall, the Chemists' Club, 5'2 East 41sl: 
Street, New York, a t  1 0  A. M. unless otbrr\vise noted.. 
The following program will be prc.sentcjd: 

Symposizcm on Notor Fuel and Oil Conservatio?z. Dr. C, 
0.Johns, chairman. 

September 29.-"Petroleum aspects of oil conserva 
tion ": K. G. Mackenzie, consulting chemist, The 
Texas Company. 

September 30.-"Fermentation industries and motor. 


