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of the chemical industry. The fine chemical group 
seemed to have had a fairly quiet year. A very 
strenuous one awaited them. I t  was to the public, 
as  represented by the House of Comirio~is, that they 
must now appeal. The Safegnarclil~g of Industries 
Act expired next year, and i t  seemed obvious that 
the government wonld require to know what progress 
hacl been inade in the mannfactare of fine chemicals 
and what effect the act hacl had. The council was 
expecting to receive a full report from the group in 
the autumn and woulcl then review the whole situation. 

Dr. E .  F. Srmstrong said that there was difficulty 
in  finding suitable chemists with a broad outlook to 
initiate nelv problems. I f  the association coulcl bring 
pressure to bear on the nniversities so to alter their 
course of training as  to produce the better-class chein- 
ists they wanted, it  woulcl be much to the benefit of 
the industry. H e  thought that they all realized as 
much as he did the rocks ahead, because of G e m a n  
competition. I t  would be trne to say that the pene- 
tration of the German into matters chemical was even 
wider, more rapid, and more serious to-day that it was 
in  1914. The fight mas going to be an arduous one. 

Mr. N. IT. Graesser said that he had recently re-
turned from Germany. E e  had been amazed to see 
.rzrhat developments had occurred in the last year or 
two. Apparently there was now no home competition 
there a t  all. Everything mas coordinated. They had 
their fine chemical convention, and that consisted of 
firms working to a common policy. But in the dye 
industry itself he understood that there was only one 
group. They hacl bonght u p  all the smaller firms who 
used to be independent, or had obtainecl control' over 
them, ancl they vere  working as  a national industry, 
with no competition in  their own country and with a 
national effort foY all outside business. H e  was told 
that in this process of coordination they had recently 
made tremendous further steps. One of the directors 
of a large concern told him that since January they 
hacl stoppecl 4,000 men, simply in  the transfer of 
processes to larger scale ancl power plants. Every 
plant that was not absolutely up-to-date was simply 
left, and on any plant that could be revised they 
were spencling money freely. The one feature that 
seemed to be causing them any trouble was liquid 
capital and the competitive nature of the market. 
The reports on labor were uniformly good. 

FEDERAL FUNDS FOR SCIENTIFIC 

RESEARCH I N  AGRICULTURE 


AC~ORDIKG
to information receiveci from the Mis- 
souri College of Agriculture, one of the most impor- 
tant and far-reaching laws in the interests of agricul- 
ture prepared by the dean of the college, Dr. F. B. 
Mumford, was approved by President Coolidge oil 

Febraarj- 24, 1925. This law provides for  increased 
appropriations to  the colleges of agriculture of the 
several states fo r  scientific research In the interest of 
a g r i ~ ~ ~ l t n r e .The bill provides for  an initial appro- 
priation of $20,000 for  the first year and $10,000 ad- 
ditional each year thereafter until the total appropria- 
tion shall have reached $50,000 annnally. The pro- 
visions of the bill limiting the use of these funds are 
indicated by the following quotation from the bill : 

The funds appropriateci pursuant to this act shall bc 
applied only to paying t,he necessary expenses of con-
ducting investigations or making experiments bearing in- 
directly ou the production, manufacture, preparation, use, 
distribution and marketing of agricultural products and 
including such scientific researches as have for their pur- 
pose the establishment and niaintenance of a permanent 
agricultural industry; and such econo~liic and sociological 
investigations as have for their purpose the development 
and improvement of the rural home and rural life; and 
for printing and disseminating the results of such re-
searches. 

The adniinistrati~e features of this bill are similar 
to those of the Hatch and Adamb Acts providing funds 
for  agricultnral experiment stations, but the uses for  
which these funds inay be expended are broader and 
place emphasis upon certain phases of agricultural re- 
search in agricultnral economics, home economics and 
rural sociology. This increased emphasis upon the 
business side of farniing is a recognition of the irn- 
portance of ~vorld economic conditions in the develop- 
ment of agriculture. The prosperity of the farmer is 
not alone dependent upon efficient production meth- 
ods, but is determined by econolnical methods of dis- 
tribution and marlietiag. Investigations in distribu- 
tion and marlteting of farm prodacts will therefore 
he undertaken by all tlie stations benefiting from this 
act. The bill also recognizes that the solution of the 
rural problem involves rural conditions. It therefore 
provides for  investigations of the rural home and 
rural living. 

This endowment fo r  agricultural research, added 
to amounts already available, will represent a major 
endojvment of approximately $250,000,000 and a n  an- 
nual incoine of more than $10,000,000 for  the state 
experiment stations. 

RAMSAY MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIPS 

THE Ramsay 3leniorial Fello\'ship trustees have 
made the following a ~ i ~ a r d s  newof fellowships for  
the session 1926-26 : 

h British fello~~sbip of $300, tenable for two gears, to 
Mr. G. A. Elliott, R.Sc., for work at University College, 
London. 

A British fcllowsllip of 5300, tenable for one ycar, to 
Mr. H. R. Ing, hl.A., D.Phil., fo r  work in the University 
of Nanchester. 


