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JOHN MASON CLARKE (1857-1925) 
WITH the passing of John Mason Clarke, of 

Albany, on May 29, 1925, the ~i-orld has lost not 
only one of its leading paleontologists, but one of 
i t s  great nien of all science. No paleont,ologist ex-
celled him in discernment of the morphology of in- 
vertebrate Paleozoic fossils o r  in kno~vledge of the 
Devonian of North and South America; no philoso- 
pher has ever seen niore clearly the lessons that 
these fossils teach or  expressed them i n  more 
beautiful diction. 

Clarke was born in  the beautiful lake resort of 
Canandaigua, Ye157 Bork, on April 15, 1857. H e  was 
of old American stock, with the best of traditions. 
His  father, Noah Turner Clarke, oiie of the pioneers 
of Naples, New York, and f o r  fifty years teacher 
and principal in the academy a t  Canandaigua, was 
a descendant of the TT'illiam Clarke who settled a t  
Dorchester, 3Iaesachusetts, in  1663, and became later 
one of the founders of Northampton. His  great-
grandfather mas a member of the Continental Con- 
gress and fought throughout the Revolutionary War. 
His mother ~ v a s  Laura Mason Merrill, of Castleton, 
Vermont, a descendant of the 3Iayflower Companx, 
and of Governor Jonathan Trumbull, of Connecticut. 

Clarke's love f o r  nature was inborn, and from his 
earliest boyhood he mas interested in the rocks around 
his home. His first geology in school he got from his 
father, who then sent him in 1873 to Amherst, where 
he came under the inspiration of that devoted teacher, 
B. X. Emerson. I l e  was given the bachelor's degree 
in  1877, a t  the age of twenty. The following two 
years he assisted his father a t  the Canandaigua 
Academy, teaching Latin, mathematics and geology, 
using Dana's text-boolr in the last-named subject. In  
1879-1880 he returned to Amherst as  assistant to  
Emerson. During the school year 1880-1881, he 
taught in the Free Academy a t  Utica, where James 
D. Dana and G. H. Williams had preceded him. 
Through Emerson's efforts he was in 1881 appointed 
to teach geology and mineralogy a t  Smith College, 
holding this position until the close of the school year 
1883. H e  was then glven leave of absence to study 
toward a doctorate a t  Giittingen, under Professor von 
ICoenen, and here he spent parts of two years. Re-
turning to Smlth in October, 1884, he remained there 
until the spring of 1885, when he became lecturer on 
geology, zoology and German a t  the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College. Then folloxved some months of 
waiting, spent a t  Canandaigua, where he continued 
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Laboratory Apparatus and Supplies 

PARIS 
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Eight Awards and Medals 
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Gold Medal 

Our General Laboratory and Museum Supplies Include : 

Scientific Apparatus and Instruments, Chemicals, Anatomical Models, Natural History Spec- 
imens and Preparations, Wall Charts, Museum and Naturalists* Supplies, Glass Jars, 

Microscopes and Accessories. 

THE KNY-SCHEERER CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
Dept. of Natural Science, 1x9-125 7th Ave. 

G. Lagai, Ph.D. (Cor. 17th St.) 
New York City 

I N A T U R A L  HISTORY 
SPECIMENS AND MODELS 

We have been getting together specimens 
for over fifty years, so are in an exceptional 
position to supply material for the follow-. 
ing sciences : 

Mineralogy, Geology, Paleontology, 
Conchology, Ornithology, Zoology 

and Entomology 
Some of our recent circulars are 

S-zzo Mineral and Rock Collections 
S-243 .Wooden Crystal Models 
S-223 Relief Maps 
S-242 Interesting Fossils 
S-241 Microscope Slides of Parasites 
S-235 Special D.issections of Animals 
S-223 Biological Material for Dissection 
S-229 Life Histories .of Insects of Economic 

Importance 
SC-37 Human Anatomical Models 
SC-38 Comparative Zoology Models 
SC-33 Entomological Supplies 
SC-31 Taxidermy catalogue 

WARD'S NATURAL SCIENCE 
ESTABLISHMENT 

148-02 Collese Ave. Rochester. N. Y. 

FOR THE 

Biological Sciences 
Naturalists' Supplies 
Microscope Slide Preparations 
Preserved Material 
Display Material 
Lantern Slides 
Charts, Botanical and Zoological 
Microscopes, Microtomes and 

Accessories 
Dissecting Instruments 
Laboratory Glassware 
Chemicals 
Bacteriological Reagents 

Our new Cntalogue 6L, which includes an ex- 
tensive list of lantern slides for Botany, Zoology, 
and Geology, also Projection Auuaratus and Ac- 
cessories is now ready for distiibution. Write --.. 
us for a copy. 
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New York Biological Supply Co. 
34 Union Square New York, N. Y. 


