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selshell” is used. Messrs. G. B. Grinnell, E. S. Dana
and R. P. Whitfield were the scientists of this expe-
dition.
Harorp S. PALMER
THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIL
HonorLoLu, HAwaIll

SCIENTIFIC BOOKS

La “Thiende” de Simon Stevin. Facsimilé de 1’édi-
tion originale.plantinienne de 1585. Aveec une in-
troduction. Par H. Bosmans, S. J. Edition de la
Société des Bibliophiles Anversois, No. 38. Anvers,
Marché du Vendredi, 22. 1924. Pp. 42 + 37. 15
Belgian Franes.

Tris faesimile reproduction of the earliest presen-
tation of the theory of decimal fractions will be wel-
comed by every one interested in the history of mathe-
matics. Copies of the original editions of some of the
works of Stevin are very rare. In fact, as Bosmans
points out, since the destruction of the Library of
Louvain no copies of the Appendice Algébraique de
Simon Stevin, 1594, seem to exist. That appendice
contained a resolution of numerical equations by ap-
proximation, published six years earlier than Vieta’s
process of approximation, and is regarded by some as
the superior of the two. Original copies of Stevin’s
booklet on decimals, La Thiende, are also very rare.
At the time - of the destruction of the Library of Lou-
vain, the copy belonging to that library had been
loaned to Professor Bosmans in Brussels and was
thus saved. Bosmans has been able to learn of only
four ecopies of this now extant. Hence his facsimile
edition*is a praiseworthy step toward conservation.

Bosmans gives a long historical introduction which
in itself is very valuable, for he has for many years
made a study of sixteenth and seventeenth century
mathematics and especially of the contributions made
at that time by mathematicians of Belgium and Hol-
land. In that field he speaks with authority.

The charm of Stevin’s treatment of fractions lies in
his quaint notation. Though clumsy in practice, it is
of interest, because the fundamental idea of an expo-
nential notation (powers of one tenth) are involved
in it. Moreover, the same symbols, with a slightly
different interpretation, appear in Stevin’s algebra.
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Mosses with & Hand Lens. By A. J. Grour. Third
edition. Pp. XV +339. Published by the author
(1 Vine St., New Brighton, N. Y.), 1924.

As the founder and until recent years editor of the
Bryologist (the only journal in the English language
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which is devoted to bryophytes), as one of the organ-
izers and first president of the Sullivant Moss Society,
and as the author of several books and numerous
papers on the subject, Dr. Grout has eontributed more
than any one else in this country toward populariz-
ing the study of the mosses. The first edition of
“Mosses with a Hand Lens” was published in 1900
as a thin volume of about 75 pages and, save for brief
mention of the sphagnums, dealt exclusively with the
true mosses. The present edition, more than four
times the size of the first, includes not only the sphag-
nums and the true mosses but the liverworts as well,
the author’s treatment of this latter group which
appeared in the second edition having been revised
and amplified by Dr. M. A. Howe. The book com-
prises deseriptions and keys to the mosses and liver-
worts, based for the most part on characteristics
which can readily be made out without the aid of a
compound microscope. It is copiously illustrated with
no less than 83 plates and approximately 200 text
figures. Noteworthy among these are a large number
of photographs, for the most part admirably exe-
cuted. The book is the best non-technical treatise on
the bryophytes of this country that has yet appeared,
and as such will be welcomed by all who are inter-
ested in the study of this rather difficult group of
plants.
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SCIENTIFIC APPARATUS AND
LABORATORY METHODS

WATERPROOFING LABELS FOR WET
SPECIMENS

THE impaired value of specimens without the iden-
tifying tag is well known to laboratory workers and
collectors. In the case of wet specimens especially
the fading of the lettering and erosion or tearing
of paper labels is serious, but has a remedy which
some field and laboratory workers may not yet have
found. The remedy is to waterproof the labels. Per-
haps the best material is paraffin. It is apparently
no more difficult to provide and use paraffin than to
provide and use a so-called waterproof ink.

The label may be written with anything suffi-
ciently opaque: lead pencil, red or blue pencil, any
kind of ink. Typewritten labels are best. If the
labels are written in a block on a rather large sheét,
a few shavings of paraffin may be scattered upon it
and melted over flame or oven. A pot of melted
paraffin will at times have certain advantages. For
an occasional label, a small bottle of paraffin in
saturated solution may be kept on hand. Xylol is the
best solvent tried. After dipping the label and dry-



