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T H E  OPPORTUNITY OF ANATOMYL 
IThas been the custom of the past few years fo r  

the person whom you have chosen as your presiding 
officer to give in this hour some comprehensive sur-
vey of his own research. But last year you gave, a. 
generous allotment of your time to a symposium on. 
the subject in which I am especially interested. At; 
that time I presented the work of my colleagues and. 
myself, it  is true in an incomplete form, but as our 
experiments have since been analyzed and published,, 
I propose, with your permission, to speak on a more! 
general topic. I wish to return to an earlier customl 
of this society and consider the general subject of 
teaching. This year marks the end of my career as  
a teacher: I have taught my last class, I have ceased. 
to be a professional teacher, but remain a professional 
student; but I have taught for twenty-six years, 
twenty-three years in a medical school, with such 
pleasure that I wish to record some of the changes 
which I have personally lived through in the teaching 
of anatomy. 

The relation of anatomy to medical research is to 
be my special topic, for both in its position at the 
beginning of the medical course and in the nature of 
its subject-matter, anatomy has facilities unsurpassed 
for turning the minds of students toward research. 
From the programs of our meetings i t  is clear that 
gross anatomy is enlarging its field for research into 
the domain of anthropology, that neurology is at the 
present time one of the most brilliant subjects for 
research, in its almost untrodden field for the corre- 
lation of strpcture and function, but it is specifically 

that I wish to speak this to the 
thesis, that, in histology, one has a rare opportunity 
to teach knowledge in its growing zone. That is the 
definition with which Havelock Ellis in his most fasci- 
nating new book, "The Dance of Life," has illumi- 
nated the relation of science to modern education. 

When I began the teaching of histology, twenty- 
three years ago, the subjwt was a minor discipline. 
Histology began with the discovery of the cell, and 
through its early period it was the isolated cell that 
dominated its subject-matter; but the cell, isolated 
by methods of maceration, dilute alcohol for the epi- 
thelial cells and weak acids for muscle, had been dead 
long before i t  was studied and so we had only gen- 
eral concepts concerning its form and its relation- 

1Presidential address given before the American 
Association of Anatomists, 
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