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by the Yucca moth.8 The Yucca moth was evidently 
common in St. Louis, where several species had long 
been cultivated. Engelmann's observations were made 
somewhat earlier than 1873. 

Yucca has been cultivated in Ames as early as 1888. 
I had frequent occasion to note the flowering of this 
plant, but until three years ago I had not seen any 
of the capsules. Only a few were observed then. I 
did not, however, note whether the pollination was 
brought about by the Yucca moth. A few weeks ago 
one of my freshman students brought to me a fine 
panicle of fruit with more than a dozen capsules, 
every one of which showed circular holes left by the 
emerging of the larvae. Evidently the Yucca moth 
has only been recently introduced a t  Ames. The 
plants observed are in the station grounds of the 
Northwestern Railway. There are plants on the col- 
iege campus t.wo miles away, but none of these, so 
far  as I know, have produced seed. 

The Yucca glauca Nutt is common on the loess bl&s 
along the Missouri River in western Iowa. It is evi- 
dent that the insect has been introduced from this 
source. The species cultivated in gardens a t  Ames 
is a form of Yzccca filamelztosa. 

L. H. PAMMEL 
AMES,IOWA 

NOISE AND HEARING 
THE discussion of the relation of noise to hearing 

that has appeared in SCIENCE October 17, December 
12  and March '6 prompts me to report my own per- 
sonal experience. 

I n  the spring of 1921 I had an attack of Bell's 
Palsy, from which I did not recover for more than a 
year. During the period when the nerves of the 
entire left side of my face were giving me constant 
pain, there were such noises as the barking of a dog 
when close to me and the "Klaxon" on an automo- 
bile that were painful. Musical tones did not pro- 
duce the same painful effect nor the usual tones of 
the voice in conversation, but the contact of iron 
tires on a wagon with the street-car rails had a pain- 
ful effect. I tried to plug my left ear, especially 
when driving a car, but this did not lessen the annoy- 
ance from a "Klaxon" when a car drove by me on 
passing. This peculiar sensitiveness to these noises 
continued for more than two months and did not 
disappear until after the nerves of my face ceased 
to be painful. My hearing is above the average in 
keenness for low sounds but distinctly faulty for 
musical pitch and tone quality. I can not distinguish 
any difference in the general quality of my hearing 
since I recovered, and the pain from the types of 
noises mentioned is absent. 

3 Report Missouri Botanical Garden 13: 27 (See 124). 

Immediately on giving symptoms of Bell's Pals,y, 
I was examined by a regular physician and a special-
ist on ears and was constantly under their care. 
After recovering, I was again examined and a t  no 
time was there any evidence of alteration of my gen- 
eral sense of hearing. Their attention was directed 
to the reaction just given which was one of the 
reasons for special attention being given to testing 
both ears a t  that time. I was not given an explana- 
tion a t  that time nor have I since accounted for this 
selective defect in my hearing during the apparent 
progress of degeneration of the nerves in my face. 

W. M. SMALLWOOD 
SYRACUSEUNIVERSITY 

THE DEATH OF ARCHIMEDES 

AN ancient mosaic representing the death of 
Archimedes has just been described by Franz Winter, 
the archeologist of Bonn, in an illustrated publication 
issued in Berlin by Walter de Gruyter and Company. 
This mosaic has been in private ownership in Wies- 
baden, since 1860, when it was obtained from the 
estate of JQrome Bonaparte. The mosaic came o r i g  
inally from the city of Herculaneum, that was de-
stroyed by an eruption of Vesuvius in 79 A.D. It 
represents a Roman soldier approaching with drawn 
sword, and Archimedes seated a t  a table and turning 
toward him, with hands raised as if to protect the 
figures drawn in the sand on the table. According 
to this mosaic the geometric figures were not drawn 
in sand on the floor, as commonly reported, but in 
sand on a suitably designed table. Winter is con-
vinced of the genuineness of the mosaic and discusses 
a number of questions of archeologic interest. 

ANTI-CONSERVATION PROPAGANDA 

ALTHOUGHI have already sent a letter of protest 
to the American Forestry Association in regard to 
the misleading information regarding forest conser- 
vation contained in an article in a recent number of 
its magazine contributed by Mr. A. H. Carhart who 
"for four years served the United States Forest Ser- 
vice as recreation engineer," the persistent and indus- 
trious circulation of such propaganda that has been 
going on for some time is having such a serious effect 
that I would like to call the attention of SCIENCE 
readers to it, especially to the following extract: 

I t  would be quite acceptable if we could stop the 
laws of nature from moving forward in some particu- 
larly fine bits of woodland and hold them just as they 
are, for the use of the public for many generations. 
But there is no fountain of youth for the tree. We can 


