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comparatively small number of birthdays would be 
dislocated, but this would not be serious. 

A. L. CANDY 
UNIVERSTYOF NEBRASKA 

QUOTATION WRONGLY CREDITED 

SCIENTISTSoften hold men of letters up  to ridicule 
for their ignorance or misuse of scientific terms-and 
very properly. But now and then an opportunity 
comes for a turning of the tables, as, for example, on 
page 558 of SCIENCE for December 19, 1924, where 
Pasteur is credited with the well-known passage from 
the close of Robert Louis Stevenson's E l  Dorado: 
"To travel hopefully is a better thing than to arrive, 
and the true success is to labor." 

FREDNEWTON SCOTT 
DEPARTMENT RHETORICOF 

UNIVERSITY MICHIGANOF 

SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

A Bibliography of American Natural History. The 

Pioneer C e ~ t u r y ,1769-1865. Vol. 1. An anno-
tated bibliography of the publications relating to 
the history, biography and bibliography of Amer- 
ican natural history and its institutions, during 
Colonial times and the pioneer century, which have 
been published up to 1924; with a classified subject 
and geographic index; and a bibliography of biog- 
raphers. BY MAXMEISEL. Brooklyn, New York, 
The Premier Publishing Co. 244 pp. Price $5.00. 

THE recent rather rapid extension of interest in 
Americana among libraries and bibliophiles and the 
growing attention paid to the historical development 
of scientific interests generally combine to make the 
publication of this bibliography both welcome and 
opportune. The classic series of papers by George 
Brown Goode on the history of American science, 
especially of natural history, of museums, of national 
scientific and educational institutions, of scientific 
congresses, of the United States National Museum 
and of the Smithsonian Institution furnishes a splendid 
r6sum6 of the period covered by this bibliography, 
from the pen of one who took an active and by no 
means insignificant part in that pioneer period. This 
bibliography, which has utilized all the modem aids 
of library organization, will be of greatest assistance 
to some future historian who may seek to evaluate 
the effects of ideas, of the influences, both indigenous 
and foreign, of the leadership of men of ability and 
vision, of social groups and of environments which 
have inspired and moulded the development of Amer- 
ican biology in the first century of its growth. 

The scope of the work is an ambitious one and its 
proposed outline is as complete as  bibliographic skill 
and training can make it. The author has been for- 

tunate in receiving the personal aid of some who 
have had personal knowledge of the latter part of 
the era included, and also of those whose technical 
information in the wide range of subjects covered 
has been of great value in securing inclusiveness of 
pertinent titles especially of works in foreign peri- 
odicals, or of foreign publications, and of others 
whose titles afford no clue to the historical phases of 
their contents. 

The work is more than a mere bibliography by 
virtue of the analysis and classification of the titles 
cited. The subjects included are the rSle played by 
scientific societies, scientific journals, natural history 
museums and botanic gardens, state geological a,nd 
natural history surveys and federal exploring expedi- 
tions in the rise and progress of American botany, 
geology, mineralogy, paleontology and zoology. I n  
the first volume the chronological list of institutions 
and publications which have fostered natural history 
in the United States is particularly instructive. So 
also are the annotations on the titles concerned with 
the history, biography and bibliography of American 
natural history; see, for example, the data on the 
group of members of the Philadelphia Academy who 
formed a center a t  New Harmony, Indiana. The 
classified subject index to the historical bibliography 
fills 37 pages and the geographic index 15 pages, 
while the bibliography of biographies, from John 
Abbot, the ornithologist, to Joseph Zentmayer, the 
maker of microscopes, fills almost a hundred pages. 
To scan the list is to gain a new vision of the won- 
derful galaxy of stars which illumined the dawn of 
American science-the Agassizs, Audubon, Baird, 
Barton, Bartram, Binney, Bonaparte, Brewer, Cassin, 
Cooper, Cope, Coues, Dana, Darlington, Elliott, En- 
gelmann, Franklin, Gill, Gould, Gray, Guyot, Hagen, 
Haldeman, Hall, Hayden, Henry, the Hilgards, 
Hitchcock, Holbrook, Horn, Hyatt, Jefferson, Kalm, 
King, Lea, the Le Contes, Leidy, Lesquereux, Le 
Sueur, Marsh, Michaux, Newberry, Nuttall, Owen, 
Packard, Peale, Pickering, Pourtales, Powell, Put-
nam, Rafinesque, Rogers, Say, Scudder, Shaler, Silli- 
man, Stimpson, Storer, Sullivant, Torrey, Tucker-
man, Verrill, Whitney, Wilson, Winchell, Wistar, 
Wolle and Wyman. 

The second and third volumes will contain the hiis- 
tory of the institutions which have contributed to 
this field, bibliographies of their publications, and 
lists of their papers which deal with natural history. 
State surveys and expeditions will receive similar 
treatment. This will be followed by a full biblx- 
ography of books, articles and miscellaneous publi- 
cations dealing with natural history and a chrono-
logical table of publications. 

Indices of authors and institutions will also be 
provided. This bibliography when completed will 


