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T H E  EQUINOX O F  1g5o.o~ 

INevery science, in all human progress, there are 
dividing boundaries, epochs, milestones, marked in no 
regular fashion nor by equal intervals of time, but 
by discoveries. Not infrequently it is the life work 
of some group of men, or  the individual contribution 
of some surpassing intellect, which forms the zero 
year from which we date a particular epoch in scien- 
tific progress. Though the historian of science, a 
thousand years hence, looking back upon our era 
may feel sure that the advancement of present science 
is a continuous function, with few singularities, mul- 
tiple points or imaginary roots, to those who now take 
part in this work i t  frequently seems as though the 
increase in our knowledge is discontinuous and salta- 
tory. Instead of an evolution progressing by in-
finitesimal variations in our scientific characters, in- 
herited or acquired, we are ourselves so close to the 
astounding events of present progress in the physical 
sciences that we feel rath?r that we are undergoing 
an evolution based upon sudden mutations. 

Astronomy has similar apparent epochs of sudden 
mutation, marked by men or processes-the ages of 
Ne~vton and Bessel, the eras of the meridian circle, 
of photography, of the spectroscope. Each has 
marked a tremendous advance, per snltum, progress 
which has seemed to the scientist of each era to be 
by leaps and bounds rather than by the slow accre- 
tions of natural growth, discontinuous rather than 
continuous. We are prone to forget, in such a view, 
the minor contributions which have made the road 
ready, and time has a way of running a relatively 
smooth curve through the irrepularly plotted points. 
No lapse of time, however, will ever entirely smooth 
out this always ascending curve; it may always have 
sinuosities, overtones of the main great harmonic. 
Perhaps it is sufficient for as, as me contemplate our 
section of this great graph, to leave to time the 
smoothing out of the curve of our present progress, 
while we derive satisfaction, pride and hope from the 
fact that the curve is definitely ascending. 

More than one dreamer, combining mathematics 
with fancy, has drawn attention to the supposed 
parallel between the curve of progress and the hyper- 
bola referred to rectangular asymptotes as axes. 
Sweeping down from infinity. this cusve as ordinarily 
drawn a t  first makes tremendous and rapid progress 

1 Address of retiring vice-president of Section Dl 
Astronomy, of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment o f  Science, Washington, December, 1924. 
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Model " BBM-D " Dfodel " BSM-F " 

LE1T.Z. 
Model ‘I BSM-B .. Binocular Stereo Microscopes 
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Long Working Distance 

Leitz Works have through constant contact with 
the Scientlflc Profession, been made to realize del BBM-B" 
that through the development of microscopical 
instruments of comparatively low power, render- 

L I ing stereoscopic imnges, possessing lnrge working 
Aietovnn- o n A  l o r o m  flnlrl nf d n m .  a Inn- fe l t  do- 

Model '' BSM-M " 
V...ru..rr -..- .. "^ .*-... .- ----- ---- -- 
mnnd call be accommodated and furthermore the 
nron nf mlrmnronlenl investinatlons be widened I . - - - - - - - - - - - -. . -. . . . - - . - - ~ - - ~ ~ ~  ~ 

1 G k n  extent of which one had no conception. 1 -2 
With this in mlnd the Binocular Btereo Micro- 

wnnam have hmn ennntrncted and throuch the I - - - - -- -- . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - --- - - - - 
most favorable reception received, a re  deatlned to  Model a' BBM-E " 
revolutlonlze Mlcroscopy in College Lnboratorles. 

F" 
C 

The Binocular Bodies--one for hlgh, the other for - low powe-nn he used interchangeably in connec- 
tion with the various stands Illustrated, and in 
offering such a variety of stands. any lndlvidual de- I( 

X 
sire end need a n  be readily eccomlnodated. 

Mndel RSM-I " Wrlte far Pamnhlet Na. 101 1000. - - -- - -. - - . . -. . - - . - - -.-- .--. . - . . ... -~ ~.. 
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