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The following statement concerning the work is  
made by Dr. Strong: 

The medical studies and investigations which have been 
carried out on the expedition relate particularly to that 
portion of the Amazon Valley extending along each side 
of and parallel to the equator from near the mouth of 
the Amazon on the east, to the River Branco on the west, 
a region obviously comprising the greater portion of the 
most tropical parts of Brazil, and constituting a strip 
of territory comprised between about 3 O  8' south 
(Manhos), and approximately 2 O  5' north latitude (Cara- 
caray), and 50° 50' (Park) to approximately 6 4 O  (Para-
hiba) longitude west of Greenwich. I t  is a large plain 
which with the exception of those portions upon which the 
cities of Par6 and Manbos are located, is almost com-
pletely covered with forest, and a great portion of it  is 
semi-inundated. The climate, therefore, as one might 
expect, is characterized particularly by great heat and 
moisture, and there are an extraordinarily large number 
of biting insects many of which transmit disease. The 
great humidity and continuous high temperature through- 
out the year render the climate especially debilitating and 
enervating to those who reside in it, and the populakion 
in large areas has been at  different times decimated by 
the infectious diseases which have prevailed. 

The prevailing diseases in these regions a t  the present 
time are malaria, tropical splenomegaly, chronic ulcerative 
processes of the skin, leprosy and syphilis. Hookworm 
disease is  also very common, and beriberi, dysentery, 
typhoid and smallpox are not infrequently seen. Special 
studies were conducted with respect to the cause and 
nature of the chronic ulcerative processes of the skin, 
t o  the tropical splenomegaly which is so very prevalent, 
and to the biting insects which prevail, as well as to the 
infections which occur in the mammals of the forest, 
some of whom serve as  the intermediate hosts of the 
parasites which cause either human disease or disease in 
domestic animals. In  connection with these studies sev- 
eral species of biting insects, which are probably new, 
and several animal parasites which have probably been 
hitherto undescribed, were encountered. Incidentally a 
number of observations were made on insects injurious to 
economic plants. In  addition a large amount of valuable 
pathological material for study and for teaching purposes 
has been obtained. 

THE NEW ENGLAND INTERCOLLEGIATE 
GEOLOGIC EXCURSION 

THE twentieth annual New England ~ntercollegiate 
Geologic Excursion was held in  the vicinity of Provi- 
dence, October 10 and 11. Professor Charles W. 
Brown, of Brown University, organized the excursion. 
Dr. Marion D. Weston led one group, Friday after- 
noon, to McCormick's quarry where fossil ferns and 
calamites occur i n  the Seekonk sandstones and con- 
glomerates. A separate excursion was led by Dr. 
Bradford Willard, the same afternoon, to Lime Rock, 
a locality famous for  its contact metamorphic min- 
erals. 

Saturday morning under the guidance of Professor 
Brown the unconformity between the basal carbonif- 
erous and the 3Iilford granite a t  Neutaconkanut hill, 
southwest of Providence, was first visited and later a 
graphite mine a t  Rocky hill just east of the first 
locality. The par ty  then motored south to the 
Sockanossett Mine, where Rhode Island coal is taken 
out to  be sold a t  $14.00 a ton. 

Professor R. M. Brown, of the Rhode Island Col- 
lege of Education, became guide of the party at this 
point and Gaspee point on Narragansett bay was 
visited. A study was made of the cuspate bar  and 
folded clays near a submerged cedar swamp excited 
considerable discussion. 

After  lunch Professor C. W. Brown again assumed 
the leadership and a n  ancient Indian soapstone quarry 
a t  Ochee spring was studied. Later the intrusive con- 
tact of the Milford granite and the Precambrian 
quartzites and schists of the Marlboro and Westboro 
formations was seen a t  the Manton Avenue quarry. 
The excursion was brought to  a n  end a t  the North 
Burial Ground where a n  esker of problematic rela- 
tions was of interest to  all. 

Thirty-nine persons from ten institutions were 
present during the two days. The institutions repre- 
sented were Brown ( lo ) ,  Clark ( I ) ,  Colby ( I ) ,  Har-  
vard (8), Massachusetts Institute of Technology ( 7 ) ,  
Mount Holyoke ( 3 ) ,  Rhode Island College of Educa- 
tion (2) ,  United States Geological Survey ( I ) ,  Wes- 
leyan (3)  and Yale (3). 

WILBURG. FOYE,Secretary 

AWARD OF MEDALS BY THE FRANKLIN 

INSTITUTE 


AT the stated meeting of the Franklin Institute held 
on October 15 the following medals were presented: 
The Louis Edward Levy Medal to Dr. Harvey 
Fletcher, of the Western Electric Company, New 
York City, fo r  his paper on "Physical measurements 
of audition and their bearing on the theory of hear- 
ing," printed in  the issue of the Journal of The 
Franklin Institute fo r  September, 1923. This is the 
first award of the Levy Medal, which is awarded an-  
nually to the author of a paper of especial merit, 
published i n  the journal of the institute, preference 
being given to one describing the author's theoretical 
and experimental researches i n  a subject of funda-
mental importance. 

The Edward Longstreth ;Medal was presented to 
Thomas 6. MeBride, of Philadelphia, f o r  his in-
vention of a locomotive feed water heater. 

The Edward Longstreth Medal was also presented 
to Milton Roy Sheen, of Philadelphia, fo r  his in- 
vention of the expansion machine for  tunnel oonstruc- 
tion. 
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All these awards were made by the institute on 
recommendation of the committee on science and the 
arts. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 
9SPECIAL convocation was held at Lafayette Col- 

lege on October 1 6  in connection with the exercises 
to  celebrate the centennial anniversary of the college 
and the completion of fifty years of service there by 
Dr. Edward Hart, professor emeritus of chemistry, 
when the degree of doctor of laws was conferred upon 
Dr. Hart  and that of doctor of science upon Dr. 
Edgar F. Smith, formerly provost of the University 
of Pennsylvania. 

THE Rruce medal "for distinguished service to as- 
tronomy" was presented to Dr. Arthur Stanley Ed- 
dington, Plumian professor of astronomy at Cam-
bridge University, England, by the Astronomical 
Society of the Pacific on October 17. The presenta- 
tion was made by President William Wallace Camp- 
bell, director of the Lick Observatory. After receiv- 
ing the medal, Dr. Eddington spoke on the Einstein 
theory of relativity. 

PALMERC: RICKETTS, director of the Rensselaer 
Polytechnic ~nstitute, Troy, has been made a Com-
mander of the Legion of Honor by France. The 
Italian government recently made Dr. Ricketts a 
Knight Commander of the Order of the Crown of 
Italy. 

Srn WILT~IAM Fullerian professor of chem- BRAGG, 
istry in the Royal Institution, was awarded the hon- 
orary degree of D.C.L. by the University of Durham, 
.on the occasion of the opening of the new college of 
pure science a t  the university on October 1. 

PROFESSOR of the,  chair of derma- R. STANZIALE, 
tology at Naples, has been made a chevalier of the 
Legion of Honor by the French government in tribute 
t o  his works presented a t  the International Congress 
o n  Leprosy at Strasbourg last year. 

DR. F. (3. COTTRZLL,director of the fixed nitrogen 
research laboratory of the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, has been elected to be one of the vice-presi- 
dents of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science and chairman of its chemical section. 
He will preside at the sessions of the section at the 
approaching fifth VCTashington meeting. 

COL. LAURENCE MARTIN has resigned his position 
a s  geographer of the Department of State and has 
been appointed chief of the division of maps in the 
Library of Congress. 

WALTER GOEBEL, who recently returned from Ger- 
many where he has spent a year in graduate work at 
&he University of Munich, has been appointed to the 

scientific staff of the Rockefeller Institute, New York 
City, to be engaged in chemical research. 

MAJORJAMESSTEVENSSIMMONS,assistant director 
of laboratories, Army Medical School, Washington, 
has been appointed associate editor of Abstracts of 
Bacteriology. 

DR. J. L. AMES has resigned as professor of medi- 
cine a t  the Tufts Medical School after 22 years of 
teaching there. 

DR. RICHARD WILLSTATTER,who recently resigned 
his position as professor of chemistry at the Univer- 
sity of Munich, has decided not to accept another uni- 
versity position but to carry on his research work 
privately. 

DR. CARL E. CORRENS,director of the Kaiser Wil- 
helm Institute of Biology and professor of botany at 
the University of Berlin, celebrated his sixtieth birth- 
day on September 19. 

PROFESSOR V. director of the M:u- HUGO SEELIGER, 
nich observatory and formerly president of the Ba- 
varian Academy of Sciences, celebrated his seventy- 
fifth birthday on September 23. 

DR. THORVALD of the Serum Institute of MADSEN, 
Denmark and a consultant of the health department 
of Denmark; Dr. Tryde, of the health department of 
Denmark; Dr. Fridericia, professor of medicine, Uni- 
versity of Copenhagen; Dr. Andreas Diesen, head of 
the Bureau of Sanitation of the Health Department 
of Christiania, Norway, arrived in New York on Octo- 
ber 10 as guests of the International Health Board of 
the Rockefeller Foundation. 

FRED~RTCKG. CLAPP, of New York, is engaged in 
geological explorations in the so-called Kimber'ley 
Desert region of northwestern Western Australia. 

DONALDB. MACMILLAN, the Arctic explorer, who 
recently returned from Northern Greenland, intends 
to devote his attention for some time to northern Lab- 
rador. He will probably go north next June on a 
three months' trip to select a site there for a station 
for the study of geology, botany and ornithology. 

M. BRUNEAU the French explorer, who DE LARORIE, 
last year made a journey from Lake Chad to Egypt, 
is leaving Algiers in order to cross the Sahara to the 
Atlantic coast. 

DR. WILLIBM SNOW MILLER, professor of anatomy 
a t  t,he University of Wisconsin, will deliver the second 
Harvey Society Lecture a t  the New York Academy 
of Medicine, on October 25. His subject will be "A 
study of the normal and pathological histology of the 
lung." 

DR. ARCHIBALD VIVIAN HILL, professor of ph:ysi- 
ology a t  University College, London, delivered a lec-


