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parture in the American scheme is proposed, however, 
made necessary by the vastness of the country. I n  
addition to the central collection a t  Washington spe- 
cial collections such a s  replicas of the historical ex-
hibits will be carried to  the people, also the machinery 
of modern processes will be placed in affiliated mu- 
seums in industrial centers of every state. 

Incorporation was effected i n  March last under the 
laws of the District of Columbia by the ((Organizing 
Committee of 100" composed of chairmen of boards 
of directors, presidents and chief engineers of in-
dustries and railroads, and professors of engineering 
and history i n  universities and colleges. 

HELMHOLTZ'S PHYSIOLOGICAL OPTICS 

ITis announced that the first volume of the English 
translation of Helmholte's Ha~~clbzcchder Physiol-
ogischelz Opf ik ,  prepared under the editorship of 
Professor Soubhall, of Columbia University, and 
published by the Optical Society of fnierica, is now 
ready f o r  distribution. The importance of this work 
as  one of the monuments of scientific creation is 
universally recognized, hut this translation is inspired 
by a realization of its present value to scientific 
workers and not merely of its historical significance. 
Although of course many things i n  i t  have become 
antiquated, there a re  also many that have been over- 
loolied or neglected, and whose value has nol been 
diminished by subsequent rescarch. Moreover, there 
is no other book, nor even any combination of books, 
i n  which anything comparable to  i t  as  a conspectus 
of the whole subject can be found. 

I n  selecting for  translation the third (and latest) 
edition, 1909-10, the editor has in large measure been 
influenced by the incorporation in that edition of 
most valuable appendices by v. Kries, Nagel and 
Gullstrand; and besides these appendices the English 
translation will include (in the first volume) a n  
entirely new chapter on ophthalmoscopy taken from 
Professor Gullstrand's Eilzfiihru?zg i r ~die Jfethodelz 
der Dioptik des Azcges des 3Ielzschcrt. Since, on the 
other hand, the third edition (based by v. Kries and 
ru'agel on the first) omitted the very important work 
of ICGnig, done in direct development of Helmholtz's 
ideas and incorporated i n  the second edition, this 
phase of the subject is briefly treated in  a n  appendix 
(to appear  in the second volume) by  Christine Ladd- 
Franklin, which will also contain a critical examina- 
tion of the Ilelmholtz and Hering theories of color 
vision and a concise exposition of her own theory. 
The time of the publication of the second and third 
volumes is not yet fixed. The edition is limited to one 
thousand copies. Orders should be placed with F. I<. 
Richtmyer, Cornell University, Ithaca, Y. Y. 

THE SECTION OF PHYSIOLOGY OF THE: 

BRITISH ASSOCIATION 

OVERSEA members of the British Association for  
the Advancement of Science coming to the Toronto 
meeting, beginning hugns t  6, include the following: 

President of Section I-H. H. Dale, head of the de- 
partment of biocliemistry and pharmacology, Medical 
Research Council, London. Former director of the Well- 
come Physiological Research Laboratories. His presiden- 
tial address will deal with "Progress and prospects in 
chemotherapy. " 

Vice-presidest-G. EI. F. Nuttall, Quick professor of 
biology, Cambridge. Editor and founder of the Journal 
of Hygicvze and the .Toztrnal of Parasitology. 

Recorder-Dr. C. Lovatt Evans, of the department of 
physiology, St. Bartholomew's EIospital Medical College, 
London, will discuss "The physiology of muscular con-
traction in rclxtion to eiiiciency and fatigue." 

Secretary-E. P. Catllcart, Gardiner professor of 
chemical physiology, University of Glasgow, and adviser 
in physiology to the War Office, will deliver a paper on 
the "Respiratory quotient," and a popular lecture on 
"Seeing is believing " and will discuss "Energy ex-
change in relation to muscular performance in labora- 
tory investigations." 

J. 1%.Burn, of the biochemistry department of the 
Medical Research Council, London, will speak on "The 
factors controlling the normal output of sugar from the 
liver. '' 

S. Monckton Copeman, medical oEcer, Afinistry of 
Health. 

J .  C. Brummond, of University ColIege, London, will 
give a popular lecture on the "Importance of the 
illfinitely small in nutrition," and will speak also on 
"&godern tendencies of vitamine research." 

Sir FIenry Gauvain, medical superintendent to Lord 
Mayor Treloar 7s Cripples' Hospital and College, will dis- 
cuss light therapy in the symposium on '<Vitamines and 
the relation of light to their action." 

E. Mellanby, St. Thomas IIospital, London. 
J. S. Ourens. 
Sir J. Herbert Parsons, surgeon of the Royal London 

Ophthalmic Hospital, optical surgeon in University Col- 
lege Hospital and a member of various government 
committees, 

H. E. Roaf, professor of physiology, London Hospital 
Medical College, will give papers on ' Color vision' ' and 
on "Urinary pigments. " 

Alfred Herbert Tubby, consulting surgeon, especially 
on diseases of children. 

THE EDWARD HART CELEBRATION AT 

LAFAYETTE COLLEGE 

DR. EDWARD has now completed fifty years I~ART 
of service i n  connection - \ ~ i t h  the chemistry depart- 
ment of Lafayette College and i t  is proposed to cele- 


