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PRESENT STATUS OF INVESTIGA-

TIONS CONCERNING ANTIQUITY 


OF MAN IN CALIFORNIA1 

THE fact that archeologists and historians have 

been interested in the problem of the antiquity of 
man in California for the past 60 years is due in a 
consider&ble measure to the peculiarity of the prob- 
lem in that region. The California area offers ex-
ceptional opportunity for a great variety of studiaes 
in archeology and anthropology, and especially for 
those dependent upon our knowledge of geological 
processes of the present and of the period irnme- 
diately preceding. The fact that the coast region of 
California seems to have been in almost continuous 
movement throughout the later geological periods 
means that there has been continuous erosion accoxn- 
panied by continuous deposition, giving us a t  the 
same time a record of the processes of erosion and 
deposition and of the life of the region in this period. 

It has been realized from the beginning of our 
studies on the Pacific coast that satisfactory conclu- 
sions regarding the antiquity of man in California 
can not be reached within any narrow time limits, 
and that no single mode of attack may be considered 
sufficient in itself. At the initiation of the studies 
conducted a t  the University of California four lines 
of investigation were laid down: (1) Tracing man 
*back in time through an examination of the great 
shell mounds of the coast region, the most critical 
study being given to the lolvest or earliest deposits. 
I n  this work opportunity was offered for going from 
the known culture of the uppermost layers of the 
mounds back to a period in which conditions may 
have been quite different from those governing the 
life of the Indians .of the last centuries. (2) The 
thorough investigation of all available cave deposits, 
whether Recent or Pleistocene, with particular refer- 
ence to possible human occupation., (3) A careful 
study of those Pleistocene and Recent land, stream, 
lake and marine formations in which the occurrellce 
of human remains or relics appears possible. This 
comprised a study of many Pleistocene formations 
and the collection in them of all obtainable fossil 
remains. (4) A careful review of all evidence 
relating to the reputed occurrence of implements or 
human remains in the older gold-bearing gravels or 
other ancient deposits of a similar nature in Csli- 
f ornia. 

1Read before the Kational Academy of Sciences, 
Washington, D. C., April 29, 1924. 
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After practically 25 years9 research on the an-
tiquity of man in California from the point of 
view of the archeologist, anthropologist, paleontolo-
gist and geologist, it  is clear that the problem is 
not only extraordinarily interesting but is exceedingly 
complicated. There are many evidences in caves, in 
alluvial and stream deposits, in the shell mounds and 
in asphalt deposits, indicating the occurrence of man 
on the Pacific Coast for a period which must in all 
probability be measured in terms of many thousands 
of years. Up to the present time all the human re- 
mains discovered are of what have been recognized 
as modern types. So far  as has been determined 
they do not differ materially in their characteristics 
from the various races included within the group of 
&he American Indians of to-day. The implements 
and other evidences of man's handiwork are also in 
general of modern appearance and different from the 
ancient types known from the Pleistocene deposits of 
Europe. 

Up to the present time no definite evidence has been 
secured in California of the occurrence of human re- 
mains in a geological formation older than the present 
or Recent period. Although there are occurrences 
which have suggested the possibility of man's exist-
ence in the Pleistocene or the period immediately 
preceding the present, most careful investigation has 
not up to the present time given us definite evi-
dence indicating that either human remains or im-
plements produced through the work of man have 
been recovered from deposits antedating the present 
geological period. 

Though the geological evidence before us does not 
give for the Pacific Coast of America any clear proof 
of man's presence in the Pleistocene, during which 
he is lrnown to have been distributed widely over 
the Old World, this must not be interpreted to mean 
that the human race has not been present in that 
region for many thousands of years. A time meas- 
ured in thousands or perhaps tens of thousands of 
years would naturally be required for the develop- 
ment of such divergence as we know among the 
physical types of America, and would also seem to 
be required for origin of the dserences in cul-
ture and in language so abundantly represented 
among the aboriginal peoples of the western hemi-
sphere. The geological evidences of occurrence of 
man in California permit our considering the possi- 
bility of his presence there for a t  least as long a 
time as seems required by the evidence of his phys- 
ical and cultural differentiation on this continent. 

JOHN6. MERRIAM 
CARNEGIEINSTITUTION 


OF WASHINGTON, 

WASHINGTON,
D. C. 

A RECENT DISCOVERY OF ANCIENT 

HUMAN REMAINS IN LOS ANGELES, 


CALIFORNIA1 


INMarch, 1924, the Thomas Haverty Company, 
in cutting a trench preparatory to laying Section 11 
of the north outfall sewer for the city of Los Angeles, 
encountered human remains a t  a depth of approxi- 
mately 19  feet. Through the interest of Mr. George 
Hess, vice-president of the Haverty Company, the 
human remains were submitted to Dr. William Alan- 
son Bryan, director of the Los Angeles Museum of 
History, Science and Art. The museum has appre- 
ciated greatly the courteous service rendered by the 
officials of the Haverty Company in the excavation of 
the locality where the human bones were found. Under 
the supervision of Dr. Bryan, and with an appropria- 
tion by the Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles 
County, the investigations are being continued in the 
vicinity of the original locality. 

LOCATIONAND GENERALFEATURESTHE REGIONOF OF 

THE DISCOVERY 

The locality is situated approximately one third of 
a mile west of the Angeles Mesa Drive and 300 yards 
south of the tracks of the Pacific Electric Air Line, 
on the Spanish land grant called Paso de la Tijera 
(Santa Monica Quadrangle, U. S. G. S.), between 
Los Angeles and Culver City. The Pleistocene 
asphalt deposits of Rancho La Brea lie three miles 
to the north and slightly to the west of this locality. 

The region in which the human remains were found 
is a relatively flat or slightly undulating country 
bordered on the southwest side by the Baldwin Rills. 
These hills rise rather abruptly along their north- 
east front to a height of over 500 feet. The Bald- 
win Hills are presumably traversed by a fault 
(Inglewood Fault) extending in a north-west-south-
east direction and emerging from the hills near 
their western border. The valley or plain area along 
the northeast front of the Baldwin Hills and in 
the immediate vicinity of the locality where the 
human remains were found has an elevation of 100 
to 125 feet above sea level, and is drained by Ballona 
Creek. This stream does not possess much of a 
gradient and within very recent times (topographic 
survey 1893) marsh lands and ponds featured its 
course in the northern portion of the land grant Paso 
de la Tijera and in the southern portion of the Iand 
grant Las Cienegas. To the north of this marsh area 
the Iand surface becomes gradually higher toward the 
base of the Santa Monica Mountains. 

1Read at the meeting of the National Acaden~y of 8ci-
ences, Washington, D. C., April 29, 1924. 


