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effect is that of a picture gallery, its two curved
walls hung with a series of pictures all “on the line.”
But the pictures are living. Each has a background
of natural rock, grey or red granite, weathered lime-
stone, sandstone, or slate, some with natural fossils,
others with corals or giant shells, and each composing
a distinet scene of subaqueous beaches and ledges,
shelving rocks or tumbled boulders.

The aquarium requires a special staff, Mr. E. G.
Boulenger, formerly curator of reptiles, has been
appointed director, and has superintended every de-
tail of construction and equipment. Mr. Vinall,
formerly head keeper at the reptile house, is his
chief assistant, and was sent to the aquarium at
Amsterdam last summer for special training. There
are two assistant keepers, an electrician and three
stokers.

Since 1912 the secretary of the soeciety and Mr.
Boulenger have been collecting information from all
the existing aquaria, and Messrs. Belcher and Joass,
the architects of the Mappin Terraces, prepared the
detailed architectural plans to their general designs.
Miss Joan B. Proctor, now the society’s eurator of
reptiles, made the designs and prepared scale models
of all the rockwork, beside arranging the actual rock-
work in some of the smaller tanks. Dr. Allen,
director of the Plymouth Laboratory of the British
Marine Biological Association, Dr. Townsend, direc-
tor of the New York Aquarium, and many other
experts gave much valuable advice.

THE MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC CONFER-
ENCE AT YALE UNIVERSITY

A CoNFERENCE on Motor Vehicle Traffie, with spe-
cial reference to regulation, control and safe opera-
tion, was held in New Haven on April 9, 10 and 11,
under the joint auspices of the State of Connecticut
and Yale University. The purpose was to consider
the causes of accidents due to motor vehicle traffic
and to discuss methods of preventing such accidents.
Funds to defray the expenses of the conference and
to provide for printed proceedings have been given
by Mrs. Helen Hartley Jenkins, of New York City,
through the Hartley Corporation, of which Mrs.
Jenkins is president.

The causes of more than 15,000 motor vehicle acei-
dents which happened in Connecticut during 1923
have been analyzed by the department of civil engi-
neering of Yale University in cooperation with the
department of motor vehicles of Connecticut. These
accident statistics were presented at the opening ses-
sion on Wednesday, April 9. This was followed by a
discussion of “Laws governing traffic” and by a paper
on “The mind of the operator.” TUnder the general
topie of “Accident prevention,” papers were pre-
sented on Thursday, April 10, on “The education of
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school children and the general public,” “Highway
improvement,” “Traffic regulation and control,”
“Police methods,” “Laws and court systems,” and
The third
day, Friday, April 11, was devoted to a discussion of
specific Connecticut problems such as “Highways,”
“Street railways,” “Public service motor vehicles,”
“The traffic policing of highways,” and “The traffic
policing of city streets.” The keynote of the sessions
of this day especially, as for the whole conference,
was accident prevention.

Among those who expected to present papers dur-
ing the conference are W. M. Malthie, judge of the
Superior Court of Connecticut; T. W. Salmon, as-
sociate professor of psychiatry of Columbia Univer-
sity; A. M. Meredith, commissioner of education of
Connecticut; B. G. Payne, professor of education of
New York University; F. S. Greene, superintendent
of the department of public works of New York; W.
P. Eno, Washington, D. C.; A. S. Foote, commissioner
of public safety of Massachusetts; D. A. Adams, sec-
retary of the New Haven Automobile Club; W. L.
Dill, commissioner of motor vehicles of New Jersey;
R. B. Stoeckel, commissioner of motor vehicles of
Connecticut; J. A. Macdonald, highway commissioner
of Connecticut; L. D. Storrs, president of the Connec-
ticut Company; R. T. Higgins, chairman of the Pub-
lic Utilities Commission of Connecticut; R. T. Hur-
ley, head of the State Police of Connecticut; G. H.
Farrell, chief of police of Hartford, Connecticut, and
P. T. Smith, chief of police of New Haven.

The State of Connecticut is said to have the most
complete organization in this country for the sys-
tematic reporting, analyzing and recording of all
motor vehicle accidents within a state. This confer-
ence was part of a determined effort to reduce the
number of such accidents. The critical study of the
causes of such a large number of accidents yields data
upon which to base future legislation and the educa-
tion of the general public in the prevention of acci-
dents. While the conference primarily concerned
Connecticut, representatives of other states were in-
vited to take part in the discussions, and it is hoped
that it will result eventually in an appreciable reduc-
tion in the number of motor vehicle accidents not only
in Connecticut, but throughout the country.

Robbins B. Stoeckel, commissioner of motor vehicles
of Connecticut, representing Connecticut, and Pro-
fessor John C. Tracy, chairman of the department of
civil engineering of the Sheffield Scientific School of
Yale University, representing the university, were in
charge of arrangements for the conference.

THE AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY

TaE American Geographical Society of New York
announces the award of three gold medals for the
year 1924 as follows:
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The Cullum Geographical Medal to Professor Jovan
COvijié.

The Charles P. Daly Medal to Colonel Claude H.
Birdseye.

The David Livingstone Centenary Medal to Frank
Wild.

Professor Cviji¢’s achievements are well known to
all students of Balkan geog'raphy, for he has made
the most substantial and original contributions in this
field. The inscription upon the medal is as follows:

JOVAN CVIJIG
1924
For the scholarship displayed
in his published works
on the geography of the
Balkan countries and for the
originality of his field ;.:,
studies on the complicated
physiography of the Karst.

Colonel Birdseye is the author of several technical
papers in the field of surveying, did distinguished
work for the artillery service during the war, and
during the summer of 1923 repeated Powell’s famous
exploit of descending the Grand Canyon of the Colo-
rado by boat as leader of a topographic and hydro-
graphic party to study the water-power possibilities
of the Canyon.

Frank Wild played an important part in the Scott
expedition to the Antarctic, 1901-04; Shackleton’s
expedition, 1907-09; Sir Douglass Mawson’s expedi-
tion, 1911-14. He was second in command on the
Shackleton expedition of 1914-17 and during the re-
cent expedition of the “Quest.”

The Society announces further the election to hon-
orary corresponding members of three scientists who
have done distinguished geographical work, as fol-
lows:

Dr. Edwin R. Heath, of Kansas City, Mo.
Dr. H. L. Shantz, of Washington, D. C.
M. Paul Le Cointe, of Belem (Pard), Brazil.

Dr. Heath is well known for his early explorations
in South America, having explored the Rio Beni re-
gion in 1880. In honor of his distinguished work a
branch of the Rio Beni north of Lake Titicaca has
been ecalled the River Heath. The first statement of
his explorations is given in the Journal of the Amer-
ican Geographical Society for 1882.

Dr. H. L. Shantz, of the Department of Agricul-
ture, Washington, D. C., has made notable explora-
tions in Africa and he is now engaged upon further
study in plant ecology in that field. He is joint author
with Dr. C. F. Marbut of Research Series No. 13,

“Vegetation and Soils of Africa” (Yvith colored
maps), published by the American Geographical So-
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ciety in cooperation with the National Research
Couneil.

M. Paul Le Cointe, of Belem (Pard), Brazil, is the
author of “I’Amazonie brésilienne: Le pays—ses
habitants, ses ressources, notes et statistiques jusqu’en
1920,” a work of high distinction, especially when
the difficulties to be overcome in gathering and pub-
lishing the material are considered. Of particular im-
portance are his discussions of the climate, economie
development and forest life of Amazonia.

THE SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION OF THE
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION

THE ﬁfth annual meeting of the division will be
held in El Paso, Texas, on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, May 5, 6 and 7. The registration and
general meetings will be held in the Temple Mt. Sinai,
corner of North Oregon and Montana Streets. Mem-
bers are especially urged to prepare papers dealing
with their original research in any line, and, whether
they have yet heard from the chairman of the appro-
priate section or not, to send the titles of such papers
immediately to the section chairman and also to the
chairman of the executive committee, so that they
may be sure to be listed in the printed program.

A time limit of twenty minutes will be set for the
reading of any paper. The program committee de-
sires therefore that in the actual presentation of
papers, only the more important parts be given.
Omitted parts and reference to authorities will of
course be included in any subsequent publication.

Communications regarding papers should be ad-
dressed to the chairman of the section before which
paper is to be read. They are:

Physical Science: Mr. A. L. Flagg, Goodrich Building,
Phoenix, Arizona.

Biology: Dr. Forrest Shreve, Desert Botanical Labora-
tory, Tueson, Arizona.

Social Secience: Mr. Paul A. F. Walter, First National
Bank, Santa Fe, New Mexico.

The officers are:

Byron Cummings, President, Arizona State Museum,
Tueson, Arizona.

Elliott C. Prentiss, Vice-president, El Paso, Texas.

Robert 8. Trumbull, Secretary-treasurer, El Paso, Texas.

The Southwestern Division embraces members who
reside in Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Texas west
of the Pecos River, Ch}huahua and Sonora.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS

Dr. T. MrroureLL PRUDDEN, emeritus professor of
pathology in Columbia University and a member of
the bhoard of directors of the Rockefeller Institute for
Medical Research, died in New York on April 10, in
his seventy-fifth year.




