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SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 

BRITISH NATIONAL UNION O F  SCIENTIFIC 
WORKERS1 

THE proceedings at the annnal council meeting of 
the National Cnion of Scientific Workers, held at the 
Imperial College of Science J a n ~ ~ a r yon 26, \yere 
enlivened by a spirited discussion on the position of 
the general secretary, Major A. G. Church, now that 
he has been elected member of Parliament for Leyton 
(East). The suggestion was made that his personal 
association with a political party might give the union 
a political complexion, but the majority of the repre- 
sentatives present were evidently of the opinion that 
the more scientific workers there were in Parliament, 

standing in outjide profession., tho5e of the scientific 
and technical officer, were rightly based upon the 
current market rates. The union will continue to 
press for a nelv inquiry into the position of civil 
servants engaged in scientific and technical work, and 
the setting up of the new Civil Service Kational 
Whitley Council, representation on both sides of 
which shall be confined mainly to scientific and tech- 
nical officers. On the existing Sational Whitley 
Council, science has practically no voice, and to this 
fact can be attributed the want of success which has 
attended the efforts of the union to obtain any meas- 
ure of justice or equity of treatment. 

Dame Helen Grvynne-Vaughan, the retiring presi- 
dent, in her address dealt with the need for a federa- 

irrespective of party, the more likelihood there ~ ~ o u l d  tion of scientific bodies with the view of the ultimate 
be of science exercising its proper influence in 
national affairs. 

Mr. F. T. Brooks (Cambridge), in presenting the 
sixth annual report, emphasized the need for more 
propaganda among leaders of industry and public 
bodies in order that the importance of science to 
the nation should be more fully appreciated. During 
the year, a number of public meetings mere arranged 
in  different centers of industry, presided over by 
representatives of Chambers of Commerce and other 
public men. A questionnaire had been addressed to 
all members of the last Parliament with the view of 
ascertaining their attitude towards research and the 
public endowment of research institutions, and an  
offer had been made to certain industrial under-
takings to put a t  their disposal the services of the 
Research Council, with the view of their making pro- 
posals for the proper utilization of science in their 
industries. The fact is fully appreciated by the ex- 
ecutive of the nnion that upon fuller recognition of 
the potentialities of science depends the welfare of 
the scientific workers who are being turned out from 
our universities yearly. I t  is hoped that the promi- 
nence given to this question a t  the forthcoming 
British Empire Exhibition a t  Wembley through the 
efforts of the British Science Guild will have far- 
reaching effects. -

For the past two years a t  least, the claims made 
by the union to the treasury and other government 
departments for the improvement of the salaries and 
conditions of service of scientific ~vorkers in govern- 
ment departments have been weakened by the pre- 
vailing conditions of scientific workers in industry 
and in the universities. The attitude of the admin- 
istrative heads of departments is demonstrated in the 
terms of the report of the committee on the pay of 
state servants. I n  this report it is stated that while 
the salaries of administrative officers can not be based 
upon those which can be obtained by men of similar 
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creation of a General Scientific Council similar to 
that of the General Medical Council; this would lead 
to the ideal of science as a self-governing profession. 

Professor (3. H. Hardy, of Oxford, was elected 
president of the union for the ensuing year, while 
Dr. J. W. Evans Tvas elected president of the Re- 
search Council. 

INTERNATIONAL OCEANOGRAPHICAL 

RESEARCH 

A FAR-REBCHISG proposal for the extension of In- 
ternational Oceanographical Research was submitted 
by Professor 0. Pettersson and Commander C. F. 
Drechsel to the International Council for the explora- 
tion of the Sea at its meeting in Paris in October, 
1923, in a memorandum, since issued as an extract 
from Vol. 32 of the Reports of the Council. As 
abstracted in the Geographical Journal it is pointed 
ont that the resu1.t of international research al-
ready carried out is to show that there exists an in- 
terchange of \I-aters and of living organisms between 
different parts of the ocean on a far  larger scale than 
was considered possible twenty years ago, exemplified, 
e.g., by the new facts brought to light respecting the 
migrations of the eel. Such discoveries suggest fur- 
ther problems for solution, and of these two are put 
forward as of special importance, namely: (1) 
Whether the changes observed in the fish-life corre- 
spond to changes in the current system of the ocean; 
(2) whether these changes are periodic. From the 
study of the first it  should be possible to determine 
whether the migration of fishes are physiological, i.e., 
due to what is usually spoken of as instinct, or 
whether they depend upon physical conditions. An 
answer to the second problem ~vould help towards a 
forecast of the monthly and yearly output of fisheries. 
While the normal work of the International Council 
must be kept within certain limits, concentrated, e.g., 
on the upper layers of the sea to a depth of not over 
1,000 meters, wider investigations must be reserved 


