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Of most importance to workers in  ichthyology, and PROCRESS I N  T H E  CERTIFICATION 
involving a prodigious amount of reading and re- O F  BIOLOGICAL STAINS 
search, is P a r t  VII I ,  ternled the "Snbject index." 
EIere every feature of fish structure alld fish life has INa recent article1 in this journal announcement 
its special bibliography. I n  eacll case the student is made of the certification of methylen blue that 
assisted by all analysis and history of the problenls had been undertalien by the Commission on Standard- 
concerned, and the most important papers, B&elier- ization of Biological Stains. This present notice is 
fmhion, are indicated by a star (*). F o r  example, published to call attention to the fact that haema- 
the first topic, "Abdominal pores of fishes,', is giyen toxylin has now been put  upon this same basis, and 
a page and a half oi' elwidation. "General morphol- that samples of three other stains, namely, basic 
ogyU receives three and a half pages, 'lAngling" two fuchsin, safranin and eosin, are now in the hands of 
pages, and "The evolution of fishes" four  pages. The the comnlission for  the testing preliminary to  such 
unsolved problem of the origin of the pectoral limb is certification. Samples of these stains prepared from 
intelligibly presented, and the three or  more conflict- batches that have been found satisfactory by mem-
i n g  theories are  made clear. bers of the commission will so011 be available. 

The subject of geographical distribution, vital to 111 the article just melltioned reference was made 
ally serious grasp oP the facts of evolution, receives to cuts represellting the labels to be used on these 

six pages, de-c.oted to results of faunal studies all certified stailis. NO cuts accompanied the article, 
over the globe. Paleontology, equally important, as however, because it  was found that they were not 

811indes of results of erolution of fishes throughout suitable to reproduction the Paper used in this on 

t h e  ages, has thirteen more. journal. The inability to use these cuts was discov- 

~h~ last ( ~ 1 1 1 )  consists of a ered too late to make the necessary correction in the 

index all the papers Tvhich treat proof. There are  two of these labels issued by the 

some,l.hat fullg of the taxononly alld presunlable eve- comnlission. One of them is intended for  use by those 

lution of the different families higher groups. companies who want to employ it in  addition to their 

individual genera are sometimes mentioned, but a regular label, the other is to be used by the companies 

complete of the 8,000 genera, real o r  nomiIlal, who want to have the commission label the main label 

mould demancl allother large volume. I t  is the less On the bottle bearing the name of the stain. The 
needed, because the Zoological Record of London at- statement on the first of these labels is as  follows: 
tempts each year to do this ~ o r l i ,  a matter of the Found satisfactory by Commission on Standardization 
greatest importance to every systematic worlier in any of Biologics1 Stains for purposes mentioned on main 
field. The rumored danger that the Zoological Record label. Use for other purposes not contra-indicated un-
rnigl~t suspend publication for  want of support bas less specifically SO stated on said label. 
given a shocli to e\Tery rnorlrer on the details of will users please report u~lsatisfactor~ results to the 
ficatioa, for  without it  taxonomists .;vould sail an un- cllairmaa, Geneva, N. Y'J' 

charted sea. This would be f a r  more precarious now The statement on the second label is the same ex- 
than im the years between 1845 to IS64 (Agassiz to cept fo r  minor verbal differences to indicate the fact 
Gunther), when no continuous records of genera or that i t  is itself the maill label on the bottle. 
species were kept anywhere. The !lumber of w70rl<- 111 the article above mentioned on "Certified 
ers ancl of centers of publication have enormously in- Methylea Blue," the names of six concerns were given 
creased in these sixty years, and to abandon the regu- whose products Have been certified. It was not men- 
lar  nnnnal record of discoveries would be one of the tioned a t  this time that  such proiiucts could be ob- 
most disastrous of the many damages inflicted on tained from regular dealers handling laboratory sup- 
science by war. plies. Attention is called to the fact, now, however. 

Finally, a finding index refers to all important There is no need of ordering these stains directly 
topics, not persons, mentioned throughout the book. fl'om the conipanies mentioned. Any one desiriilg 

I n  conclnsion, the reviewer may again voice the pro- them can obtain them from his regular dealer by 
found indebtedness of e v e p  student of fishes in  what- specifying one of the companies listed or by lnerely 
ever field, an indebtedness mhich mill endure so long indicating that the stain bearing the certification of 
as  investigators busy themselves with knowledge of this commission is desired. 
fishes. I t  is indeed, as Izaalr Walt011 once perti- C 0 3 1 ~ v f l ~ ~ l O ~  O F  STAINSON ST~NDARDIZATIOK 
nently observed, "good luck to any mail to  be on the H. J. COXN,Clzairman, 
good side of the man that knows fish." GENEVA,N. Y., 
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