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It is planned to continue the observatio~l of the 
symptonls and effects of mosaics on the Daturas, with 
special reference to alkaloidal yield. Inasmuch as a 
somewhat similar disease has been noted here on 
Hyoscynmzcs niger, this species also will be subjected 
to similar investigations if the disease reappears. 

E. E. STANFORD 
E. D. DAVY 
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THE OPTICAL SOCIETY O F  AMERICA 

THC eighth annual meeting of the Optical Society 
of America, Dr. L. T. Troland, president, was held a t  
Cleveland, Ohio, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
October 25-27, 1923. Hotel headquarters mere at  the 
Hotel Cleveland. A11 sessions f o r  the reading of 
papers were held in  the Physics Building, Case School 
of Applied Science. 

The meeting was held under tlie auspices of the 
following local committee in  Cleveland : 

Represen tkg  the National L a m p  St70rks: Dr. TJT. E. 
Forsythe, chairmalt; Mr. L. C. Kent, Rlr. C. D. 
Spencer, Mr. 11. Luckiesh, &Ira 8. H. Taylor, Dr. 
A. 	G. Worthing. 

Representing Case School of Appl ied  Science: Pro-
fessor D. C. Miller. 

Representing T l ' e s t e r~  Reserce University:  Pro-
fessor H .  TJ7, Mountcastle. 

Representing TT'arner a d  Szxusey: Mr. JFTariler 
Seelg. 

I n  concluding its sessions the society tendered a 
most hearty vote of thanlrs to this committee as well 
as to the National Lamp TS-orks, Case School of Ap- 
plied Science, Western Reserve University, Warner 
and Swasey and the Cleveland hfuseunl of Art  fo r  
their efforts which resulted i n  a meeting generally 
admitted to be the most notable and successf~ll in  the 
history of the society. 

About 50 persons attending the co~lx-ention regis- 
tered and obtained rooms a t  the Hotel Cleveland. 
The registered attendance a t  Case School -tiTas 78, of 
which 57 were from outside of Clex-eland. The actzcul 
attendance was undoubtedly much greater than this. 
The number present a t  the sessions varied from about 
50 to over 250.' 

SPECIAL FEATURES OF THE 3IEETIXG 

The address of the retirillg ~residel l t ,  Dr. L. T. 
Troland, October 26, was on ('The optics of the n e x -  
ous system." 

Other notable features of the meeting deserve spe- 
cia1 mention. 

(1) Professor 9.A. Michelson's paper on "The 
limit of accuracy in optical measurement" contributed 

by invitation on October 26: I n  introducing Pro-
fessor Michelson, Professor D. C. i\liller of Case 
School recalled i n  a very happy manner Professor 
llichelson's early connection with the department of 
physics a t  Case, nientioning his work on the velocity 
of light, the interferometer and the renowned experi- 
ment on "ether drift.'' H e  also exhibited as memen- 
tos of this early worli parts of Professor Miclielson's 
original apparatus. Before proceeding with his 
paper, Professor llichelson also recounted a number 
of interesting reminiscences of his first meaiurements 
of the velocity of liglit and the developnient of the 
interferometer. Over 250 persons heard Professor 
Michelson speali. 

(2)  Papers contributed by invitation by Professor 
E. L. Nicllols as follows on October 26: "The spectral 
structure of the kathodoluminescence of nietals in  solid 
solution," by T. Tanaka; "On the spectra 02 iacan- 
descent oxides," by E. L. Nichols and L. J. Boardman. 

(3)  Visits to the Cleveland 11useuin of Ar t :  The 
CIexeland Afuseum of Art  is located in TF-ade Park  
only a short distance from Case School. On October 
25, the director of the museum, l l r .  Frederic Allen 
TVhiting, addressed the meeting by invitation, and es- 
plained the worli of the museum in a most interesting 
manner, dwelling particularly on "The optical proh- 
lems of an a r t  museum." H e  extended to all members 
and guests of the society a most cordial invitation to 
visit the museum. Kfany availed themselves of this 
opportunity to visit a museum 71-2iich is notable arid 
exceptional in  many respects, and these &its con 
tributed greatly to the pleasure and profit of a t tend 
ante a t  the meeting. 

(4) Visit to Nela Parli: On the afternoon and even. 
ing of October 25th, members of the society ~i~ert :  
guests of the National Lamp Tvorlrs a t  hTclla Park. 
Parties were conducted throngh the Research Labora- 
tories, the Laboratory of Applied Science and lamp 
factories and were given esceptioilal opportunities to 
observe tlie actual manufacture of lamp bulbs and 
lamps. I n  the evening a complime~itary dinner give11 
to the society by the Sational Latnp SJTorlis was fol- 
lo~ i~edby a sylnposium on light and lighting by Pro- 
fessor E. F. Nichols, Mr. Ward Harrison and Mr. A[. 
Luckiesh and a beautiful experimental dernosst~atioil 
of the projection of mobile color patterns by lIessrs. 
M. Luckiesh and A. 11. Taylor, of the Neld Labora- 
tory of Applied Science. 

(5)  Visit to Warner and Swaser: On October 27. , , 

the society visited the plant of Warner and Smasey, 
which is renowned for  the coustruction of the largest 
astronomical telescope mou~itings in the world. LIem-
bers were personally greeted by l I r .  Swasey, who 
showed many objects of interest in his office. The 
mounting for  the giant reflector which is just being 
completed for  the Ohio 'CTesleyan Uni-iersity was on 



exhibit on the floor of the shop and attracted great 
interest. The circular dividing engine and various 
pieces of optical interest made in the shop were also 
exhibited. 

(6) Inspection of the laboratories of physics at  
Case School of Applied Science: On Thursday mom- 
ing, Professor Miller welcomed the society and men- 
tioned the principal apparatus of especial interest in 
the Case Physical Laboratories. During recesses of 
the meeting, many members visited the laboratories 
and inspected the instruments and apparatus. 

(7) Society dinner: The annual dinner, held hi the 
Rose Room of the Hotel Cleveland, on the evening of 
October 26th was a most enjoyable occasion. Preai-
dent Troland was toastmaster and the following 
speakers responded: Mr. Charles Brush, Professor A. 
A. Rtichelson, Professor D. C. Miller, Professor H. TLr. 
Mountcastle, Professor A. D. Cole, Professor Frank 
Allen, Professor C. A. Skinner, Dr. Hermann Kellner, 
Dr. EIerbert E. Ives. 

BUSINESS 

The business meeting was held on October 25th, 
The results of the election of officers for 1924-26 

were declared by the president as follows: President, 
Herbert E. Ives; vice-president, W. E. Forsythe; 
members of the executive couttcil, K. T. Compton, 
Theodore Lyman, P. G. Nutting, Fred E. ?$Tright. 

Informal reports of the secretary, the treasurer, the 
assistant editor and business manager, and the com- 
mittee on preparing and publishing an  English trans- 
lation of Helmholtz's "Physiologio Optics" were ac-
cepted, i t  being understood that formal reports would 
be published later a t  suitable dates. 

Brief oral reports of the following progress com-
mittees were presented and accepted : Colorimetry, 
E. A. Weaver, chairman (Report presented by Dr. 
Troland) ;Pyrometry, C. 0. Fairchild, ~ha i rma l z ;Re-
fractometry, I. C. Gardner, chairman; Spectropho-
tometry, K. S. Gibson, chairman;  Visual Sensitom- 
etry, H ,  N. Johnson, chairman. 

PAPERS TO THE MEETING:COM~ENICATED 
The following is a list of papers contributed to the 

meeting in addition to papers mentioned specifically 
above : 

The  measz~rement of transmission i n  optical instra-
me?tts: G. W. MOFFITTand PAUL B. TAYLOR. 

Cor~tinzious motion t o  the dividing engine carriage: 
WILMERSOUDER. 

The '(contrast" of developing-out papers: LLOYDA. 
JONES. 

Color correction i n  image formation: T .  TOITNSEND 
8 1 1 1 ~ ~ .  

Theory of the optical lever and a new optical lever 
system: L. B. TUCKERMAN. 

Aspherical lens systems: Lvn-2~ SILBERSTEIN. 

Optical collineation, independent of ntetrics: LUDWIK 

SILBERSTEIN. 


The  bright~,ess of tlze blac7c body at the melting point 

of platinz~m: HERBERT
E. IVES. 

On the verification of the principle of reflex visual 
sensations: M. S. HOLLCNBERG. 

On reflex visual sensations and color contrast: FKANI~  
ALLEN. 

Color and lumi~wsi ty:  J $ 7 XAYO VENABLE. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Apparatus for the deter?nination of color i n  terms of 

do?n,,inant waee-length, purity and lirightncss: I R ~ ~ I N  
G. PRIEST. 

A 	 comparison, of ezperzmental valzres of dominant 

waue-length and purity with their values computed 

from the spectral distribution of the stimzclus: 

IRWING. PRIEST? I<. 8. GIBSON and A. a. 0. 

MCNSELL. 


Some tests of the precisiolt and reliability of measure-

mev,ts of spectral transmission by the Koenig-

Xartens spectropkotometer: IRWIN
G. PRIEST,H. J. 
L~CNIOHOLAS FREIIAFER.and 31. KATHERIXE 


A rational CGX system of photo~netric units: ENOCH 

EARRER. 


Distortion of photographic film: F. E. Ross. 

Some thermoelectrical properties of molybdenite: W. 


W. COBLEFTZ. 
Inner qzhantum numbers for the neutral helium atom: 


ARTHURE. RVARK, PAULD. FOOTEand F. L. 

MOHLER. 


Regularities i n  the arc spectrz~m of iron: F. M .  

WALTERS,Jr. 


The  relation between the total thermal emissive powcr 

of a metal and i t s  electrioal resistiz'ity: C. Dav~ssor; 

and J. R. WEEKS. 


The  effect of heat on tlze figure of mirrors: EDISON 

PETTIT. 


A thalofide cell pyron~eter: RODERICK and
B. JONES 
ARTHUR C.  H~RDY. 


A n  improved metallurgical microscope: L. V. FOSTER. 

A new compari~on prism for colorimeters of the Du- 


boscq type:  HERYANNKELLNER. 

An apparatus for testing strain in glass slabs and 


finished prisms: HERMANN
EELLNER. 
d monochromator for mercury l ight:  RER~IANN 

KELLNER. 
Camera lenses of large relatiue aperture fol '  stellar 

spectrographs: G. W.  MOFFITT. 

A prism for small broken telescopes: G. W. MOFFITT. 

Speed, constancy and acetiracy of response to visual 


stimuli as related to the di8tribution of brjghtness: 
H. M. JOHNSON. 

A variable sectored disk witlzout gears and read di-

rectly without any auxiliary optacal or electrical 

device: ExocrS KARRER. 


The complete proceedings of the meeting including 
abstracts of the above papers, will appear in the 
Jozhrnal of the Optical Socie ty  of America and Review 
of Scielztific Instruments.  

IRWIKG. PRIEST, 
Secretary 


