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SPENCER FULLERTON BAIRD-A PIO- 
NEER DISSEMINATOR OF BCIENCE  

NEWS  

THE nineteenth century stands out prominently in  
the history of the world as  the one in  which the great- 
est development of science occurred. I n  the United 
States a series of great dominant figures has always 
conspicuously exerted a potent influence for  the bene- 
fit of humanity on the progress of science. 

Even when the century was a t  its very beginning 
the splendid figure of the many-sided Franklin was 
already almost a t  its zenith. H e  knew this and he 
knew that ;  he talked with this friend and discussed 
with that friend, and from the gathering of his friends 
grew the American Philosophical Society, and Phila- 
delphia became the scientific center of the new world. 

The scientific mantle of Franklin passed to Robert 
Hare, a man of wonderful attainments, conspicuously 
in  chemistry, and to him came Benjamin Silliman, 
who, having absorbed all that he could acquire in  
Philadelphia, supplemented it  with study abroad and 
then settled in  New Haven as  professor a t  Yale 

..................................121 College. Memories of S i x t y  Y e a r s  ................. ..................  
Dana and I-Iubbard, his sons-in-law, Loomis, Olm- 

sted, Shepard and others were his followers and the 
Amer icaw Jozcrrtal of Sc ience  came into existence as  
the great event i n  American science of the second 
epoch of the century. . 

Like a meteor in his brilliancy, Samuel Latham 
Mitchill flashed on the scene in New York, and for  a 
time Columbia College with its splendid and distin- 
guished teachers of science was foremost. Bruce, 
Hosack and Renwick are  familiar names of that 
period. 

When the century reached its high tide, Louis 
Agassiz with his wonderful personality settled i n  
Cambridge, and Harvard became the Mecca to where, 
besides his own son Alexander, Hyatt, Lyman, Morse, 
Putnam, Scudder, Shaler and Verrill came and stud- 
ied and then spread their knowledge abroad, illumi- 
nating wisdom with marvelous skill and adding much 
to what was known i n  natural history. The founding 
of the Museum of Comparative Zoology with its many 
fortunate students is a noteworthy event of this time. 

Almost simultaneously with the progress made in 
natural science in  Cambridge was that made in Wash- 
ington under Baird, who, as assistant secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution, was slowly developing the 
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Biological Material 
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I Student's Polariscope and Accessories 
Our new Student's Polariscope is a scientific instrument showing by the interference of light 

waves the remarkable,color effects of polarized light. I t  provides one of the most fascinating ex- 
periments in Elementary Physics and constitutes a never-ending source of instruction and enjoyment. 

The instant favor with which our larger Polariscopes were received, has led us to offer a smaller 
instrument containing all essential parts at a price well within reach of every school and college. 
Daylight or artificial light diffused by a ground glass plate is reflected a t  a polarizing angle by a 
black glass mirror to the stage. The stage may be rotated or shifted up and down the rod and 
carries a glass plate and clips for holding the object under examination. The latter is viewed 
through a nicol prism analyzer which rotates in a collar graduated to so, making quantitative meas- 
urements possible. 

The base of the instrument is hollow and felt lined so that the preparations and accessories 
may be kept with the instrument. A selected set of accessories is listed below. A number of others, 

along with our larger Polariscopes are 
listed in Bulletin No. xoz, which will be 
mailed on request. 
L 260. Student's Polsrismpe ............. .$S0.00 
L 865. Set of Sewen Awessories, com~ris-  

ing : .............. L 277. Glass Plate for Clamg $1.30 
L 278. Pressure Clump for s owing double 

refraction in glass under strain.. . $1.60 ..... L 279. Rhombohedron of Iceland spar $1.00 ................. L 286. Tourmaline Tonas $3.50 
L 292. Spar Plate cut- perpendicular to 1- -_ 

axis .............................. w.g.50 
L 295. Sheet of Clear Mica ................. $1.00 
L 296a. Design in Selenite ................... $8.00 
Complete at Special Prlce. ................. .WAO 

WM. GAERTNER & CO. 
5341-39 LAKE PARK AVENUE 

L 260-Student's Polariscope. CHICAGO, ILL. U. S. A. 


