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T H E  EDUCATIONAL VALUE O F  A 

UNIVERSITY NATURAL HIS- 


TORY MUSEUM1 


INPresident Rea's address before the 1920 meeting 
of the museums association it is stated that 38 per 
cent. of the 600 museums of the United States are 
supported by colleges and universities, and that of 
this number but five expended $1,000 or more in the 
year 1910. I t  is also stated that of this 38 per cent. 
the great majority are uncared for  or ill cared for. 
IVith a few notable exceptions this statement is true 
of the natural history museums of 90 per cent, of the 
colleges and universities. 

The reason for this deplorable conditioil is not hard 
to find. A generation or two ago the study of natural 
history, or "aatural theology," centered about collec- 
tions of natural history material-corals, sl~ells, fos- 
sils, minerals, birds, etc.-and taxonomy was coasid- 
ered the s u m n z u m  b o n u m  of science, As time passed, 
the wonderful discoveries in genetics, in  evolution, in 
experimental biology, gradually superseded the previ- 
ous systematic studies, museum specime~ls mere used 
less and less, and finally, in  many colleges, ceased 
altogether. The museums were nominaIly under the 
charge of a professor of zoology or geology, who gave 
little time to the care of the material. The collections 
in  these colleges have thus gradually gone from bad 
to worse, and in inany cases the perishable material 
is now of little or no value. 

A n  illstance is recalled that in  one museum in a 
large university a collection of kangaroos had been 
received and stored i n  a room on the upper floor of 
a building, where they remained for  a number of 
years. When examined it  was found that moth larvae 
had eaten away the bases of the hairs and the tirhole 
back came off like a blanliet when touched. This en- 
tire collection was thus completely ruined because of 
lack of funds to provide a tight case and some one to 
care for  the material. I n  another university a valu-
able collection of insects had to be destroyed because 
of its infestation with dermestes. These esamples 
could probably be duplicated many times. 

What, then, is the remedy f o r  this distressing con- 
dition which renders so large a percentage of our uni- 
versity and college museums ineffectual and a re-

1Contribution fro111 the Museum of Natural History, 
University of Illinois, No, 30. Read before the Anlerican 
Association of is!Iuseums, May, 1922. 
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Northwestern University 
MEDICALSCHOOL 

I 
Situated in Chicago in close proximity to im-
portant Hospitals with an abundance of clin- 
ical material. 
ADMISSION REQUIREVENTS--Tmo vears of College

credit, including a satisfactory course i n  P h y s ~ c s ,  Chem- 
istry, Biology or  Zoology, and French o r  German. 

COURSE O F  STUDY-leading t o  the de-ree of Doctor of 
3Iedicine-Four rea rs  in the Medical gchool and a fifth 
year either a s  interne in an  approred hospital o r  de-
voted to research in some branch of Medical Science. 

GRADUATE INS'PRUCTION-in courses leading t o  the 
degree of Master of Arts or  Doctor of Philosophy. 

RESEARCH FOUXDATION-The James A. Patten En-
down~ent  for  Research affords unusual opportunities fo r  
advanced students of Medical Science to pursue special
investigations. 

RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS-Four fello~vships of the 
ralue of $500 each a re  awarded annually to promote
scholarly resea rch. 

Tuition fees of the first and second Sears, $190.00 a year.
The third and fourth years, $200.00 a year. 

Curriculum.-The fundamental branches (Anatomy,

Physiology Bacteriology etc.) are taught  in the 

Departments of Science n't the I-Iull Biological and 

the Ricketts i.aboratories. University of Chicag?.

The courses of the three clinical years are given In 

Rush 3Iedical College and in the Presbyterian! the 

Cook l:a*o~hty tIo.ltit:~l, tlie Home for  Des t~ tu te  

Cripplr~l  c.'l~ii,lt.ri~. ; I I I ~ I  o t l~er  hospitals. 


Requi re l~ ie~~t .for .\d~iii,sion.-Three years of pre-

inedienl rc)ll~:e \vc~ri<, 


Classes L i ~ ~ ~ i t e ~ i . - T i ~ r  I I I I I I I I I P P  of students admitted 
to each rl;i,, i. selection of those to bel i ~ ~ l i t ~ ~ i .  
admitted i s  made on the basis of merit, in  scholar- 
ship and other qualitications requisite for  the 
study and practice of medicine. 

Hospital Pear.-The fifth year, consisting of service 

as  an interne under snperrision of the faculty in 

an approved hospital, or  of advanced work in one 

of the departments is prerequisite for grpduat!on. 


Summer Quarter.-The college year i s  divided into 

four  quarters, three of which constitute an  annual 

session. The summer quarter in the climal:e of 

Chicago i s  advantageous for  work. Students are 

admitted to begin the medical courses only in the 
Autumn and Spring quarters. 

Elective Systeni.,4 considerable freedom of choice 

of conrses and instructors i s  open to the student. 


Graduate Corrrses.-Advanced and research courses 

are offered in all departments. Students by  attend-
ing summer quarters and prolonging their resi-
dence a t  the University of Chicago in advanced 
work may secure the degree of A.M., S.M., or  
Ph.D., from the University. 

Prize ScBo1arship.-Six prize scholarships-three in 

the first two years and three in the last  two 

.(clinical) years--are axx-arded to college graduates 
for  theses embodying original research. 
The Winter quarter  commences January  2, 1929. 

Tnition-$75.00 per quarter, no laboratory fees. 
Complete information maS be secured by addressing: 


T H E  MEDICAL DEAR 

The University of Chicago Chicago, Illinois 
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