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ARTHUR GORDON WEBSTER

Tur death of Professor Arthur Gordon Webster by
his own hand on Tuesday, May 14, was to all scien-
tific circles in this country one of the most shocking
and astonishing events of the kind that could have
happened.

Few Americans have done more than Webster to
promote the higher study of physies in this country
He had remarkable gifts and corresponding accom-
plishments; and, like other men who have been largely
effective, he came at the right time for the exercise of
his powers.

He was a scholar and a teacher rather than a dis-
coverer or explorer in science. He acquired knowl-
edge easily, copiously, joyfully, and he imparted it in
the same way, though he was perhaps somewhat im-
patient of the drudgery and seclusion of original re-
search; and America needed such a man when he
came on the scene.

Rowland and some others, but Rowland more than
any other or all others, had already shown the way
and set the fashion of experimental investigation for
young physicists in American universities; but Row-
land was hardly a systematic scholar and was cer-
tainly not a systematic teacher. His famous remark,
“I neglect them,” described accurately his method of
dealing with his students, so far as general instruction
was concerned, and the example he set in this respect
might well have been, perhaps was, injurious to sound
scholarship in this country.

European physical laboratories, the best of them,
had still much to teach us, and of course many indi-
vidual Americans had profited by this teaching. B.
0. Pierce, for example, understood ‘the matter and

Hlabored quletlv within his personal sphere of action

to improve conditions in America, but he was not
the man to proeclaim his gospel from the housetops.
Webster took his A.B. at Harvard in 1885, the
first scholar in his class, with summa cum laude in
both mathematics and physies. He remained, as in-
structor in mathematics, a year more at Iarvard, in
the course of which he undertook, naturally without
great success, a new determination of the mechanical
equivalent of heat. Then he went to Berlin to study
under Helmholtz. Professor Pupin, in his interesting
autobiography, From Immigrant to Inventor, tells of
meeting him there and of being induced to accom-
pany him to Paris for a few weeks, “to see what
physical science was doing at the Sorbonne and at the
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Cornell University
Medical College

First Avenue and Twenty-eighth St.
NEW YORK CITY

&

The  first year of the course is
also offered at Ithaca, N. Y.,
subsequent years at New York
City only.

For information address
THE SECRETARY

BOSTON UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

ORGANIZED IN 1873

'

5Ist ANNUAL
ANNOUNCEMENT

may be obtained by
application to

EDWARD D. ALLEN, Registrar
80 East Concord Street
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Marine Biological Laboratory
Woods Hole, Mass.

Biological Material

5Ty, 1. ZOOLOGY. Preserved mate-
& g"., rial of all types of animals for class
work and for the museum.

2. EMBRYOLOGY. Stages of
some invertebrates, fishes (includ-
ing Acanthias, Amia and Lepidos-
teus), Amphibia, and some mam-
mals.

3. BOTANY. Preserved mate-
rial of Algae, Fungi, Liverworts,
Mosses, Ferns and Seed Plants.

4. MICROSCOPE SLIDES in Bacteriology,
Botany and Zoology.

5. LIFE HISTORIES, Germination Studies,
and Natural History Groups.

Catalogues furnished on application to

GEORGE M. GRAY, Curator
WOODS HOLE MASSACHUSETTS

Research Prize of $1,000

The Ellen Richards Research Prize is
offered for award in the year 1924.
Theses by women based on independent
laboratory research are eligible for com-
petition and must reach the Committee
before February. 25, 1924.

If the prize is not awarded a grant is
available under certain conditions.

For circulars of information and appli-
cation blank, apply to

DR. LILIAN WELSH

Goucher College Baltimore, Maryland

For further information apply to the
Secretary, Mrs. Samuel F. Clarke, Wil-
liamstown, Mass.
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REACTIONS OF SOILS

May be quickly and accurately determined through

the use of the
“LAMOTTE”
INDICATOR FIELD SET

Complete with instructions. $4.25 (delivered)
H-Ion concentration of water and solutions
quickly and easily determined by the

“LAMOTTE”

H-ION COMPARATOR SET
Complete and ready for use. $9.10 (delivered)
SEND FOR LITERATURE
LaMotte Chemical Products Co.
Baltimore, Md. U. S. A.

INSTRUCTOR IN BOTANY WANTED

Young man for laboratory and quiz sections in
College Botany. Good, all-round scholarship more
important than extensive training or experience.
Applicant ‘must speak and write well and be in-
terested in correct English. Opportunity to work
toward M. A. degree. Beginning salary, $1,300
to $1,500. Give personal and educational history
in first letter. Address: Prof. Francis Ramaley,
University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado.
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JAGABI RHEOSTATS

meet a definite need in Educational, Re-
search and Industrial Laboratories.

By means of sliding-con-
tacts the resistance values
can be varied from zero to
full rating, in exceedingly above. Hrite for De-
small steps. scriptive Bulletin § 980.

JAMES G. BIDDLE, PHILADELPHIA
1211-13 ARCH STREET

We find greatest demand
for Rheostats with tubes
16’ long, as illustrated

EXPERT
MICROSCOPE REPAIRS

Have your Microscopes, Micro-
tomes, Polariscopes, etc., overhauled.
Fully equipped and thoroughly ex-
perienced for all intricate work.

REICHERT’S AMERICAN OFFICE :

O.C. RUDOLPH
17 Madison Avenue New York

WANTED—By large industrial research labora-
tory, physicist who has specialized in light; Ph.D.
degree desirable, but not a prerequisite.
G. SCIENCE, 3939 Grand Central Terminal
New York, N. Y.

Investigator wants assistant in bibliographic work.

Must read at least German, French and Italian. -

Some training in biology, and an elementary famil-
iarity with literature of biology or medicine (better
hoth) are essential. Reply in own handwriting, stat-
ing experience and lowest acceptable salary, to P. R.
Care of Science. Grand Central Terminal. New
York City.

PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS. Ph.D.; seven years’

excellent record teaching in university; one year’s
study abroad; five years in a large industrial re-
search laboratory directing and carrying on research
problems as well as doing considerable executive
work; is an excellent teacher, thoroughly interested
in his work, well versed in modern theories; author
of numerous papers, and is well fitted for organizing
and directing research work and departmental af-
fairs; desires to resume university career. Address,
‘W. H., Care of Science, 3939 Grand Central Termi-
nal, New York City.

A PHYSICIST

of broad experience in university teaching and in-
dustrial research now holding a position of respon-
sibility desires a change of location with bettered
living conditions. Especially qualified in engineering
physies and the direction of- teaching or research in
this field. Ph.D.; age thirty-six. Address Box G.
W., Science, 3939 Grand Central Terminal, New
York, N. Y.

PHONELESCOPE

TEACHES THROUGH THE EYE
SOUND  ELECTRICITY

HERBERT GROVE DORSEY , SAQUCETER

THE MICROSCOPE

By SIMON H. GAGE of Comell University
13th Edition, Published December, 1920

In this edition, special emphasis is put upon the Dark-Field Microscope.
POSTPAID, $3.00.

Comstock Publishing Co., Ithaca, N.Y.

Science Abstracts Physical Review

Complete sets wanted, No. 1 to date. S. O.
Hoffman Co., 145 Hyde St,, San Francisco, Calif.

FOR SALE. A Herbarium of Cryptogams;
Algae, Musci, Hepaticae and Lichens, contain-
ing 494 genera, 2,043 species, and 5,155 speci-
mens. Address, Rev. A. B. Hervey, Bath,
Maine.



