Juny 13, 1923]

A7 the University of Minnesota, Associate Pro-
fessors Richard M. Elliott, William S. Foster and
Donald G. Paterson, of the department of psychol-
ogy, have been promoted to the rank of professor.
Dr. Charles Bird has been promoted to be assistant
professor of psychology.

Dr. IsrAEL Marzuise has been appointed instruetor
in physies at Lehigh University.

Dr. H. S. RapEr, of the University of Leeds, has
been appointed professor of physiology at the Uni-
versity of Manchester.

Dr. R. J. 8. McDowaLL, lecturer in experimental
physiology and experimental pharmacology at Leeds,
has been appointed professor of physiology at King’s
College, London.

DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE

MARINE WILCOX IN MEXICO

ReceExTLY, the East Coast Oil Company, S. A,
under my direction, drilled a deep test on Idol
Island, which is in the Tamiahua lagoon about sixty
miles south of Tampico. The location was made
on what we hoped was the extension of one of
the producing anticlines to the south. When oil in
commercial quantity was not found at expected depth,
the well was continued for exploratory purposes.
The samples were carefully taken and the results
from their study are of great interest and we hope to
publish them shortly. In this notice it is only in-
tended to discuss a single horizon found there. The
method used in examination of samples was that first
developed in our laboratory at Houston and described
in a paper read before the Paleontological Society at
Boston in 1921. This methed has now come into gen-
eral use in the Gulf Coast region and is giving ex-
cellent results. It is based, primarily, on occurrence
of foraminifers either as individuals or in faunules,
and we find it about as reliable in use as is the case
with many mollusean faunas.

In the Idol Island well the samples from 1268 to
1800 feet showed the same assemblage of forms found
in surface material taken near the top of the Alazan
(Jackson) beds, while those from 1800 to 2500 corre-
spond with the forms found in the Tantoyuca or
lower Alazan. At 2500 feet there was a break evi-
denced by both lithologic and faunal changes. Be-
tween 2500 and 4200 feet the foraminiferal fauna is
entirely new so far as we are aware. Apparently,
this formation in its marine foraminiferal phase does
not outcrop at the surface in Mexico. At about 4200
feet there was another change of material as the drill
entered the Papagallos, and this carried the very
characteristic fauna which we have been able to rec-
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ognize in every sample of surface outcrop of this
formation which we have had opportunity to study.

We had, therefore, in this well about 1700 feet of
Eocene material between the known Jackson and
known Cretaceous, the exact correlation of which we
were unable to make other than that it was probably
the coastal representative of some part of the Chicon-
topec of the interior region.

Within the last few days a series of samples has
been received from a well in southern Angelina
County, about one hundred miles north of Houston.
The section as shown by these samples is almost en-
tirely marine and generally highly fossiliferous.

The samples began at 930 feet. From that depth
to 1127 the fauna is typically Jackson. There was
then a break in samples to 2631 feet, below which the
fauna was Claiborne in age. At 2800 feet the Queen
City beds were found as non-fossiliferous sand 200
feet in thickness. The sample from 3003 feet was a
core, highly fossiliferous. The foram fauna, which
is abundant, contains only a single species found in
the Claiborne, the remaining forms being absolutely
different from those of that stage and from the Mid-
way fauna, of which we have at least 100 collections.
It is undoubtedly Wileox in age. While the surface
exposures of Wilcox are often fossiliferous, we know
of none in which forams have heretofore been found.
It is certainly the first discovery of such beds in
Texas, and is of especial interest to us also in the fact
that this fauna is practically identical with the one in
the Idol Island well between 2500 and 4200 feet and
especially with the forms below 3500 feet. The Texas
fauna is more varied in genera and species, doubtless
because it is a near-shore phase, while that of Mexico
was laid down in deeper water. However, the domi-
nant forms are the same in both and are not known
in other formations in this region so far as we are
aware.

A report on the geology of the Idol Island well is
in preparation, which will give the details of which
this is a brief summary.

E. T. DuMBLE
Housron, TEXAS

BEHAVIOR OF THE THRESHER
SHARK

NoxE of the literature within my reach g‘ives defi-
nite information as to the use of the extremely long,
slender tail of the thresher shark (Alopias vulpes),
although several writers refer to the general notion
that it is used to frighten schools of fish in order to
make them huddle close together. For that reason it
seems to me that many non-specialists among readers
of ScreNce may be as much interested as specialists
in a record of a recent observation near the end of



