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SCIENCE NEWS

THE ERUPTION OF MT. ETNA
Science Service

Tur present eruption of Mt. Etna is a purely
individual exhibition and not connected with the
activities of any other voleano, not even with the
eruptions of the near-by Vesuvius and Stromboli.
Sueh is the opinion of Dr. Henry 8. Washington,
voleanologist at the Geophysical Laboratory of
the Carnegie Institution.

Etna erupts with a sort of irregular regularity
and it sometimes happens that these eruptions
correspond with those of Vesuvius. But Etna is
isolated while Vesuvius belongs to a whole group
of volecanoes extending along the Alban Hills,
The other members of this family are now dead,
Vesuvius being the only survivor, The difference
in the family relationship of Etna and Vesuvius
is shown in the different chemical ecomposition of
the lava and gases emitted. Stromboli is another
isolated individual, and being in moderate erup-
tion at all times naturally does so simultaneously
with Vesuvius and Etna.

Etna is older than the glacial period and has
been periodically erupting since that time. A
wide, deep valley down the southeastern slopes
was formed by some tremendous eruption in pre-
historie times. The first prchistorie eruption
occurred in 693 B. C., and was referred to by
Aristotle and early Greek and Roman historians.
Since then eruptions have been known to occur
at fairly frequent intervals, although during the
Middle Ages few records were kept.

Since the eruption of 1669, which was one of
the greatest of record, it is estimated that the
voleano has poured out a cubic mile of lava.
Some eruptions, notably those of 1169, 1669 and
1693, have caused great loss of life as owing to
the great fertility of the disintegrated lava the
lower slopes of the voleano are among the most
densely populated regions of the earth. Dr.
Washington said there was no danger that the
lava would reach Taormina, one of the beauty
spots of the world, and reported in some dis-
pafrehes'tb be threatened. The configuration of
the land would save it.

Voleanie activity in the Mediterranean has no
relation with present eruptions of Pacific vol-
canoes or with earthquakes in Persia and other
parts of the world. While not mueh is known
about voleanoes it is certain that each draws its
stores of lava from near-by, probably not more
than ten miles beneath the earth’s surface; while

earthquakes, although frequently accompanying °

House of Delegates on June 25.

voleanie eruptions, occur usually from causes en-
tirely different from those to which eruptions are
due.

THE MEETING OF THE AMERICAN
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AT
SAN FRANCISCO
Science Service

THaaT eighty to ninety per cemt. of all cases
of illness can be treated successfully by general
practitioners, and that ninety per cent. of all
patients can be cared for efficiently in their own
homes or in physicians’ offices without the need
of a hospital was the opinion expressed by the
council on medical education and hospitals of the
American Medical Association in a report to the
The meeting
was the first of the annual convention of the as-
sociation,

The council further suggested that modemn
medical knowledge and practice can be furnished
to even rural communities if the citizens of such
communities will guarantee the physician an in-
come of $2 500 or more each year for a term of
five years. Tt was stated that the number of
hospital beds in the country has greatly increased
in recent years, so that there are now about
6,570 hospitals, sanitoriums and homes in the
United States. There are also listed 3,294 dis-
pensaries and clinies which care for approximate-
ly eight million patients a year.

The average age of medical school graduates
is now 26.8 years, owing to the lengthening of
the courses of study in most colleges and schools,
the council reported. Indications are that the
number of medical graduates will be increased
during the next five years by about 900 a year,
reaching 4,500 in 1925,

A ruling of the federal prohibition authorities
preventing a firm of pharmaceutical chemists from
securing large quantities of alecohol on the
grounds that it did not sell patent or proprietary
medicines was called to the attention of the
delegates by the bureau of legal medicine and
legislation. An effort is being made to find the
basis for the action by the prohibition commis-
sioner. Efforts have been made to reduce the
tax on physicians under the Harrison anti-nar-
cotic aet, and to secure advance motice of nar-
cotic regulations so that they may be discussed
before being made effective,

Dr. Olin West, secretary of the association, re-
ported a present membership of 88,519 physicians
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150,000 practicing in the

PRE.VENTI\(E MEDICINE
Science Service

PrEVENTIVE medicine was the maim topie of
discussion at the session of the American Medienl
Association on June 27,

‘“Health,”” said Dr. Osear Dowling, state
health officer of Louisiana, ‘“implies right con-
ditions for the growth and development of the
child, proper heredity, prenatal care of the
mother, recreational direction and ideal environ-

ment. In securing these results every part of
the Dhody politic hears reciproeal responsi-
bility.”?

A plea for more efficiency and less spectacular
advertising in public health work on the part of
volunteer organizations was made by Dr. Fred-
erick D. Stricker, of Portland, Oregon. ‘There
is need for some sort of regulation to prevent
‘blue sky’ health propaganda,’’ he said in de-
manding that the public be informed just how
the money’ contributed for public health is ex-
pended by volunteer agencies.

Construetive health activities were urged in the
publi¢ schools by Dr. John Sundwall, of the Uni-
versity of Michigan.  ““School children should
be taught ineradicable health habits,”’ he said,
““and should be instilled with a keen apprecia-
tion of the fact that maintenance of healthy
bodies and their proper development are moral
ohhgahons thex owe to soueh and to ‘rheu coun-
try.”?

Babies cateh eold be(duse their pdlents and
friends have colds f01 them to cateh, Dr. W'.‘ T.
Winholt and Professor E. O. dean, of the
University of Chicago, told the delegates. They
had made a study of ])dbleS with and w1‘rhou’r
colds which showed such to be the case, Colds
were more dangerous to babies than to grown-
ups, as they tended to derange the dlgestlon and
other bodily funetions. ) )

An appeal to mothers to nurse their hahies was
made by Dr. M. L. Turner, of Des Moines, Iowa.
““Animals nurse their young as thev have done
for ecntunes,” he declared, ‘‘only the genus
Homo  has ‘goue astray.””  Dr. Turner urged

physmlans to tell mothel% thdt the good of their

. ?)ye;n old gnl who reverted
for one month to a period in ber life correspond-
ing to the age of four we.ns was described.  She
showed fm this time uothmu but ehll(hsh traits

and lost all memory of recent hdppemngs L‘lfel

she reeovered and remained normal for five yeurs.
A severe recurrence ending in death followed.
An autopsy showed ne apparent abnormal con-
dition other than a general inflammation of the
membl‘me covering the brain.

An infeetion of the human eye by the eggs
of the sheep-bot, & common sheep parasite of
the southwest, was described by Dr. H. H. Stark,
of Bl Paso, Texas. This is the first case of its
kind recorded in the United States. The patient
was a 16-year old gir] who suffered from inflam-
mation of the eyeball until the offending or-
ganisms were removed. An eye infection by the
organism known as filaria, common in the tropies,
was reported by Dr. J. W. Kimber, of Kansas
City, Missouri. This is also very rare in this
country, ecases occurring commonly only in re-
turned missionaries or others who have lived long
in tropical countries.

ITEMS

For the first time an accurate map of the an-
cient Maya empire that flourished in Central
America before the time of Christ has been made
by the Carnegie Institution of Washington. A
surveying party consisting of Oliver Ricketson,
Jr., and W. A, Love, of the Institution’s scien-
tifie staff, and Jerome O. Kilmartin, of the
United States Geological Survey, has just com-
pleted three months of exploration in the bush
of Guatemala. Equipped with a standard United
States Navy wireless receiving set, accurate
chronometers, magnetic and other scientific in-
struments, these scientists aceurately located
ruins of ancient Maya ecities in the department
of Petan in that country. Latitude, longitude and
altitude were determined and at many places ob-
servations were also made to determine the dip
and variation of the compass. Itsimte, Tayasal,
Ixlu, Tikal, TUolantun, Uaxactun, Nakmm, Naran-
jo, Ucanal, Xmakabaktun and Xultun arc the
names of some of the cities that were geograph-
ically located after having been deserted for
centuries and long over-grown hy tropical forests.
Lack of water hampered the explorations at
times, the seientists reported. Archeological re-
search into the past of the great Maya empire
will be greatly aided by the topographical work
that has just been accomplished, officials of the
institution believe, and the observations obtained
will reveal new faets about this ancient Ameriean
civilization. .

As a result of the recent rubber depression in
the Federated Malay States, extensive experiments
are bemg made in the eultivation of various crops
suitable to the development of more diversified
farming.



