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SCIENCE 

THE ERUPTION OF MT. ETNA 
Scirnce Serrlce 

TIIE present eruption of Mt. Etna is n prlrely 
indiridual exhibition :rnd not connected v i t h  the 
actjrities of any other rolcano, not eve11 ivitli the 
eruptions of the near-by Vesuvius ant1 Stromboli. 
Snch is the opinion of Dr. Henry S. Washington, 
r-olcanologist a t  the Ocophysieal Lahoratory of 
the Calnegje Institution. 

Etiia ernpts with a sort of i r reguk~r  regularitp 
and it sometillles happens that  these eruptions 
corresgo~ril with tliose of Vesuriiis. But Etna  is 
isolated white Vesurius belorrgs to a whole group 
of rolcnnoes extendi~lg :]long the Alban Hills. 
The otlier n~embers of this family are 11orv dead, 
Vesurius being the only surriror. The difference 
in the family relationship of Etua  and Vesurius 
is shorvn jn the differe~lt chemical colliposition of 
tlie l a m  and gaaes emitted. St,~omboli is another 
i s o l a t ~ d  indiriclual, ~ n d  being in moderate erup-
tion :it all times naturally does so simultaneously 
with Tesurius and Etna,  

Etlia is oldei than the glacial period and ?]:IS 

been periodically erupting since that time. A 
wide, deep railey dolrn the southeastern slopes 
was formed I I ~  some treule~ldous eruption in pre- 
historic times. The first prehistoric eruption 
occrirrerl in 693 B. C., and was referretl to by 
r2ristotle and early Greek ancl Roinan historians. 
Since tile11 eruptions have been k ~ i o ~ r n  occurto 
a t  fairly frequent interrals, although (luring the 
RXiddle Ages few records were kept. 

Since the eruption of 1669, which mas one of 
the greatest of record, i t  is estimated that the 
rolcalio has poured out a cubic mile of lava. 
Some ernptions, notalslv those of 1109, 1669 ancl 
1693, have caused grea,t loss of life as  owing to 
the great fertilit,). of t,he disiiitegrated lava the 
lo~ver slopes of tho volcano are among the most 
clcnsel>- populated regions of the earth. Dr. 
TVnshington said there was no danger that the 
lava xvonlcl reach Taormina, one of the beauty 
spots of the worlcl, and reportecl in some dis-
patclieu t b  be threatenecl. The configuratiol~ of 
the Inn(? would save it. 

Volcanic nctivity in the Xeditermnean has no 
relation with present ernptions of Pacific vol-
earloes or rrith earthquakes in Persia and other 
parts of ,the worlcl., While not much is knomn 
about rolcanoes i t  is certain that each draws its 
stores of Para, from near-bv, probably liot more 
tliail ten liiiles beneath the earth's s11rface; while 
earthquakes, although freqneittly accoulp:ulyiilg 
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rolcanic eruptions, occur usuall?- from causes en-
tirely clifferelit from those to which eruptions are 
due. 

THE MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 

MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AT 


SAN FRANCISCO 

Scie~lcc Sereiee 

THAT eighty to ninety per cent. of all cases 
of illlless can be treated successfully by general 
practitioners, and tha t  ninety per cent. of all 
paticuts can be eared fo r  efficiently in their own. 
h o m ~ s  or in physicians' offices without the need 
of :I hospital was the opinion expressed by the 
council on niedical education and hospitals of tlie 
An~erican 3fedical Association 111 a report to the 
Ho~ise of Delegates oil June  05. The meeting 
was the first of the annual convention of the as-
sociation. 

The council further suggested tha t  1noder11 
nleilical kno~vledge :~nd  practice can be furnisliecl 
to even rural communities if the citizens of such 
comm~uiities will guarantee the ph,vsician an  in-
come of $2,500 or more each year for a t e r n ~  of 
fire years. I t  was stated t11:tt the iirtmber of 
hospital beds in the coul~t,ry has greatly increased 
in reeelit years, so tha t  there are liom about 
0,SiO hospital., sxilitoriums and homes in the 
Cnited States. There are also listed 3,29.2 dis- 
pensaries and clinics which care for npproximatc- 
lp eight million patients a 3-ear. 

The nrerage age of medical school graduates 
is now 26.8 years, owing to the lengthening of 
the courses of study in most colleges and schools, 
the council reported. Indications are tha t  the 
number of medical graduates will be increasec! 
chlring the next five years by about 900 n year, 
reaching 4,500 in 1925. 

A ruling of the federal prohibition anthorities 
prexnt ing  a firin of pharmaceutical chemists from 
securing large quantities of alcoliol on tho 
gi~ouncls that  i t  did not sell patent, or p rop r i e t a r~  
inectici~~esvras called to tlie at,tention of the 
delegates by the bureau of legal medicine mld 
legislation. An effort is  being itlade to  find the 
basis for the action by the prohibition commis-
sioner. Efforts have been made to reduce the 
t a s  011 physicia~is under the Harrison anti-nar-
cotie act, 3nd to secure ndrauce"notice of nar-
cotic regulations so tha t  they maJ- be discussecl 
before being made effective. 

Dr. Olin \Vest, secretary of the associarion, i e  
ported :I ltresent meml~emhip of 88,519 physicians 



out of approsin~,itelyl.S0,000 l?racticing in the 
TTniteil Bt:rtes. 

PREVENTIVE MEDICINE 
S c i e i ~ r rP(.i,cice 

PREVESTIVEiliedici~ie TVRS the illalil topic of 
iliscussioii :rt the session of the -4111ericail 1ledic:ll 
.%ssociation on June  77. 

"He:~lth," said Dr. Osc:~r Dowling, state 
he:) It11 officer of Louisian:l, "implies right con-
ditioils for the grox-t11 ant1 tlevelopn~eut of the 
child, prol1e~ hereclity, pre l~ata l  care of the 
illother, rec~e,ztionel ilirection :~l~ilideal euvir011-
ment. 1x1 secui.ing these reslllts every part of 
the I~oily politic l~ea r s  reciproc:tl ~,esponsi-
bility. " 

A plea for iiiorc efficiency a11d less spectacular 
~~ilvertjsingin ltublic health ~vork on tlle part  of 
volunteei. o~g:iniz:itions was nlacle by Dr. Fred-
erick D. Strickel, of T'o~tl:il~,l, Oregon. ( (There  
is need for soinr sort ijf i.cgul:ltiul~ to pre1-ent 
' ljlue sky ' llealth propagancl:l, ' ' lte said in de-
nlnnding that the public be infornlecl jnst horn 
the money' contri1)uted for public llealtl~ is ex-
pci~ded 11y volu~lteer agencies. 

Coiistr~~ctire :icti~-ities verc urgecl in the l~e;~l th  
pilblio schools by Dr. Jo l~i i  Sunilmnil, of the Uoi- 
vcrsity of lfichigi~n. ' ' School children should 
be taught ineraclical~~elienlth habits," he said, 
"anil sl~oiilil Ile instilled with :I keen ~ippreoia-
tion of tile f:ict that ~nni l~ten:~i~ce  healthyof 
boclies :~nrl their 1vol)er ~levelopnleat are lnoral 
ol~ligr,tioi~s coun-they one to society n i id to  their 
TI<?. ' 

Dnhies catch cold 1Iec;iuse t11ei1. pzrrents anil 
friends have colds for theill to catch, Dr. 'LV, T. 
TYinholt and Professor E. 0. Jorclan, of the 

T-niversity of Chicago, told the ~lelegates. They 
Iind a1:xcle a stutly of babies .rritl~ nnrl without 
colds ~rllicli showed such to ' l te  the case. &lds 
Tvcre more (1:ingerous to b:~l)ies than to gromu-
ups, as  they tended to dera~lbe the iiigestion nnrl 
other bodily functiolis. 

An appeal to mothers to ilul.se their hahies was 

she recoverer1 and reinnilxed iiorli~al for five ye:irs. 
.4 ser-ere recurrence ending in death followed. 
An autopsy sho~vecl no apparent abnorhal con-
dition other than a general i~lflainmatioii of the 
ipembrane covering the brain. 

An infection of the human eye by the eggs 
of the sheep-bot, a common sheep parasite of 
the southmest, a a s  described by Dr. R.H. Stark, 
of El  Paso, Tesas. This is the first ease of i ts  
kind recorded in the Tilited States. The patient 
rvas a 16-year old girl who suffered froln inflaln- 
nzation of the eyeball until the offe~ldiilg or- 
gt~uisrns were renioved. -411 e:-e illfection by the 
o r g n n i s ~ ~ ~known nq filaria, corninon in the tropics, 
nns  ~ e p n itell 11) Dr. J .  TV. Kimher, of Kansas 
City, lfissouii. This is  also very rare in this 
country, cases occurring commonly only in re-
turned nlissionnries or others who hare lived loiig 
i a  tropical countries. 

ITEMS 
FORthe first tiine an  accurate ninp of the :ui- 

cient JI;l>-n empire that  flourished in Centl.al 
.Lmeriea before the ti1110 of Christ has been nlacl~? 
119 the Cariiegie institution of Wash~ngton. I 
surveying p a ~ t y  consisting of Olivcl Ricketsoii. 
Ji., and W. A. Love, of the Institution's scien-
tific staff, riild Jerome 0. IZilmarti~i, of tlie 
Uniteel States Geological Survey, has just com-
pleted three months of exploration in the bus11 
of G~~atemala .  Equipped with a stsndard Uilitecl 
Stntes Xavy wireless receiving set, accurate 
chronometei~, nlag~letic and other sciel~tific in- 
straiueuts, these scientists accurately located 
~ u i n s  of ancient 3Ia;r-a cities ill the iiepnrtment 
of Petari in that cowltry. T~:ltiturle, longitn~le an11 
xltituile woe deterlnined and at  man? places ob- 
seirations mere also ni:~de to clete~iniiic the 11il1 
and variation of the coinpass. Itsilnte. l3:~y:lsaJ, 
Ixlu, Tikal, T=olantun, Uaxactun, S : ~ k l ~ l n ,  S:IY:III-
jo, 'l'cai~nl. Xmaka11;iktun and Xultun nre the 
names of some of the cities that  livere geograph- 
i ca l l~  iorated after having hecn deserted for 
ceilturies aiicl long over grown hy tl-opicnl f o i ~ s t s .  

nlncle 1):- Dr. 11. L. ~ i r n e r ;  of 3Ioii1es~IOIT~.Lack of water hampered the explorations a t~ e s  
"Anii1lals nurse their young ns they have rlolie 
for centuries," he declared, ' (only the genus 
Hoiiio 118s gone astray." Dr. Tunler urged 
physiciai1s to tell inothers tluit the good of their 
babics.nnrl tlqe good of the race denl~unded that  
they give theii, i i ~ f a i ~ t s  their 11:1tur:11 foot1 which 
no nrfificIiT pioduct could equal. 

Tl ie  case of a 19;2-ear old girl who reverted 
for one 111oitl1 to >I period in her life correspond- 
ing to the age of four pears was described. She 
showed for this rime ~lotlling I ~ u t  ehilclish traits 
and lost all mcn~org- of recent liappc~lings. ~ i t e r  

times, the scielltists reported. Archeological re-
search i~ r to  the past of the great lI:iya elupire 
xvill be greatly irlded by the topograpllic%l r ~ o l k  
that  has jnst been accomplished, oficials of the 
iilstitutioii helieve, auil the ohselvations obtained 
~vi l l  reveal n e ~  facts about this allcient -\lnelica~i 
civilization. 

A s  a i.esult of the recent ~ u b b e l  clepressio~l in 
the Federatecl Malay States, exte11si~-e experiments 
are being made in the cultivation of various crops 
suitable to the developnlent of niore ctiversifieci 
fairning. 


