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of William James and the group of philoso-
phers about him.

An important part of the colleection consists
of about 400 volumes, almost all of which have
to do with philosophy, psychology and the
moral sciences; these books have been selected,
with the counsel and assistance of Professor
Ralph Barton Perry and Dr. Benjamin Rand,
of the philosophical department at Harvard,
because of the unusual interest attaching to
the annotations by Professor James which ap-
pear in them. They eontain numerous marginal
comments and interlineations, mostly in penecil,
which throw light on the development of James’
philosophical ideas and on the influences which
shaped his thought.

There is another group of about 600 volumes,
some of which have to do with psychical re-
search, spiritism and abnormal psychology and
some with the religious emotions, religious
biography and topies touched on in James’
“Varieties of religious experience.” This sec-
ond group is interesting as a collection because
many of the hooks are not easily obtainable or
are not ordinarily classified in library catalogs
under the subjects to which Professor James
related them.

Still another group consists of about fifty
philosophical and religious books used by Pro-
fessor James and containing annotations by his
father, the Reverend Henry James. These
books would be of special interest to students
of the sources and influences of James’ work.

Finally there are about twenty books, some-
what annotated, which the philosopher placed
together shortly before his death with the in-
tention of working up the subject of military
psychology. .

The collection as a whole is being transferred
to the Harvard University Library, where ar-
vangements will be made to place the books of
the first group in the “Treasure Collection,”
where they will be accessible only to those gual-
ified to consider and respect the marginal no-
tations.

THE SWARTHMORE CHAPTER OF SIGMA XI

Ox the afternoon of April 27, there was
installed at Swarthmore College a new chapter
of the society of Sigma Xi, to be known as the
Swarthmore College Chapter. The ceremonies
of installation were in charge of President
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Henry B. Ward, of the National Society, as-
sisted by the national secretary, Edward Ellery.
Delegates were present from the chapters at
the University of Pennsylvania and at Rutgers
College. The new chapter was initiated with
twelve charter members, seven of whom were
already members of the society. Unusual in-
terest attaches to the establishment of the
Swarthmore Chapter in that it has been a dis-
tinet departure from the previous policy of
the organization that a charter has been granted
to a group in an undergraduate institution.
The chapter begins its activities under the fol-
lowing officers: President, John A. Miller; vice-
president, Spencer Trotter; secretary, Win-
throp R. Wright, and ¢reasurer, Errol W.
Doebler. )

After the installation_the national officers,
the delegates, the chapter and the faculty and
managers of the college were the guests of
President and Mrs. Aydelotte at a reception
held in their home. ¥ollowing this reception
a public address was given by President Ward
in Colleetion Hall. Dr. Ward prefaced his
address with a brief statement of the ideals and
the achievements of Sigma Xi in encouraging
and producing research and of the uniqueness
of its position among the so-called honor so-
cieties. His address was entitled “On the
trail of the Alaska salmon” and was illustrated
with photographs secured by him during an
investigation in the interest of the conserva-
tion of food supply. ]

The ceremonies were coneluded with a dinner
in the evening which was attended by about
one hundred members and guests. The toast-
master, Ex-governor William C. Sproul, was
introduced by President Aydelotte, who took

this oceasion to welecome the new chapter on

behalf of the administration and to pledge
the support of the college for the ideals of
Sigma Xi. The principal address was made by
Dr. A. L. Day, director of the Geophysical
Laboratory, on “The approaches to research.”
Brief remarks were also made by Dr. C. E.
MeClung, past-president of Sigma Xi, Secre-
tary Ellery, Ex-provost Edgar F. Smith of
Pennsylvania and President Miller. The festivi-
ties of the evening were closed by President
Ward, who wished God-speed to this, the
youngest and smallest of Sigma Xi’s chap-
ters. '



