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writer shoved those of Europe and the United 
States to be iclentical. S o t  having studied the 
hydroicl stages he had only the descriptions of 
Born-ne and Fo~iyler of the hydroid they re-
garded as that of Craspedacusta, and those of 
Rycler a i d  Potts of this stage of Aficrohydra, 
upon which to /lase a n  opinion. The accounts 
supply fairly strong evidence that these stages 
also show close affinities if not actual specific 
identity, though there yet remain points of 
ontogeny to be cleared u p  before a final pro- 
noilncement can be made. 

J I a ~ e r  ("Mednsie of the Wo~ld," vol. ii, p. 
366) states that Potts had declared their iden- 
tity. Of this I find no e~ idence  mhaie~ei., 
either in his papers o r  iiz personal coi~respond- 
ence with the writer. On the contrary, he 
>pecifically holds otherrvis~. ('In concluding, it 
is  hardly necessary to invite the attention of 
scientists to the fact that we have, in  these 
three fresh-water forms, a n  equal number of 
species, no one of which has been conclixsively 
studied; that their appearance in  three of the 
five grand divisions of the earth points very 
plainly to the probability that closer methods 
of research m a r  very soon discover others in 
familiar but unsuspected places; that, mhat-
ever me may believe as to the origin of Lim-
~zocodiunz sowerbii ,  it is hardly possible to 
doubt that Limnocnida tnrtgnnyicn: and M. 
r y d e r i  are native to the districts in  which they 
have been found, and that, unless o r  until the 
polyps of Bourne and Parsons have been seen 
to produce the Limnocodium, i t  is quite within 
the limit of possibility to suppose that  they 
lime had thei' origin i n  the Thames, o r  from 
any other source from which the tanks in which 
they mere found may have been filled." 

Browne (Quar. Jour. X i c .  Sci., vol. 50, 13. 
638) has expresqed rather strong dissent on 
this point, especially based upon the features 

organisms, may often be quite marked. But, 
as ,stated al~ove, it is not till full and convincing 
ontogellies are clearly established that a final 
verdict can be declared. 
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he had o n l ~  the accounts already cited. TT-hile 
appreciating the points of objection raised, yet 
I am not convinced of their validitx. I t  should 
not be overlooked that the material of Bourne 
and F o ~ ~ l e r  that taken from the artificial was 
habitat of the tanks in  Regents Park, while 
that of Potts was from the natural outdoor 
habitat of rapidly flowing waters. With these 
points of contrast i n  mind, allowance must be 
made f o r  habitudinal variations which, in these 
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