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will1 B. B. Woodward in the production 
of several important papers on the Post-Plio- 
cene non-marine mollusca of England and 
Ireland. 

THE Prix de Carthage, a biennial prize 
founded in 1921 for scientific or historical work, 
has been au-arded to Dr. Sicolle, of the Pasteur 
Institute of Tunis, for his investigations of 
typhus fever, lrala-amr, tlaachoma and Malta 
f e ~ e r .  

SEEOR DOX Josh SERIZAM, who was elected 
president of the Uruguayan Republic last No- 
vember, has now entered upon his work. Seiior 
Serrato is a surveyor and engineer, having 
been professor in the faculty of mathematics 
in the Unirersity of JIontevideo. 

CHARLES R. NANS, since 1917 an educa-
tional adviser to the war department, formerly 
associate professor of physics in the Cniversity 
of Chicago, has been appointed director of the 
American Council of Education. 

PROFESSORE. I. TERRY, of the department of 
biology a t  Middlehury College and manager of 
the Battell Forest, has resig~~ecl his position to 
accept a position as foTester of the Nassachu- 
setts F o r e s t r ~  Association. 

RICHARDI-.AGETOX,of the Bureau of Mines, 
who has been doing examination work for the 
War Minerals Relief Commission, is acting as 
assistant chief mining engineer of the bureau. 

EDGARS. ROSS, for a number of gears en-
gaged in resea14ch dealing with production of 
metallic tantalum and columbium, has accepted 
an industrial fellowship at the hlellon Institute 
of IndusMa! Research, Unive~sity of Pitts-
burgh. 

PROFESSOR professor of chem- W. L. BADGER, 
ical engineering, University of Xichigan, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, is taking a year's leave of 
absence beginning February I. He expects to 
continue his research work on evaporator de-
sign in Ann Arbor. 

DR. JOHKC'. NERRIAY, president of the 
Carnegie Institution; Dr. hiIarshal1 EI. Saville, 
director of the Heye Museum, and Mr. qTil-
liam Barclay Parsons, chairman of the Arch- 
eological Institute of Yucatan, have been visit- 
ing Yucatan with a view to instituting investi- 
gations on the Maya civilization. 

SENATORE, F. LADD, formerly professor of 
chemistry and president of the North Dakota 
College, who plans to visit Russia this summer. 

PROFESSOR Chicap, is ELMERS. RIGGS, of 
heading the Chicago Field Museum expedi-
tion which has left Kio Oallegos, in South 
Argentina, for a five-year exploring trip in 
the heart of Patagonia. 

PROFESSOR who during the S. I). TOWNI~EY, 
present quarter ha.; been working at the Rar- 
v a ~ dCollege Obscrvatory preparing a catalogue 
of the variable stars, returns to Stanford Cni- 
versity this month. 

XISS ~ I I L . ~L. ~ T ~ S S L O ~ V ,  ofcu'ator 14101-
lusks in the zoological museum of the Univer- 
sity of 3fichigan, .;rill leave for Europe in the 
near f nture to s t ~ d y  in the various musenmc. 

DR. VERSOS KELI-OGG, of the Tational Re- 
search Council, gave a series of three lectures 
at Princeton University on March 13, 14 and 
16, on the 1,onis Clark Vanuxem Foundation, 
under the title '(Kinds of mind." The lectures 
reviewed the present status of kno.~vledge of 
the influenc.e of heredity in determining the 
character and capacity of mind in the lower 
animals and man. They will be published in 
book form by the Princeton University Press. 

UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 

NOTES 


A BILL has rccently been passed by the 
Oregon legislatnre and signed by the governor 
appropriating $200,000 to the University of 
Oregon Medical School a t  Portland for maia- 
tenance for the n ~ x t  hiannum. This appropria- 
tion bill was one of the few that were not cut 
by this legislature. At present the school has 
an enrollment of about 200 students and ve-
quires three years of collegiate premedical n-o~k 
for admission. 

THE Cheneg Brotherj, silk manufacturers, of 
South 3fanchester, Connecticut, have offered to 
pay Pale University $1,000 a year for two 
years for a fellowship in organic chemistry in 
the ~ a d u a t e  school. 

FORthe purpose of furthering resea'ch in 
engineering, IIrs. Xary E. Bell has offered to 
Cornell University a memorial in honor of her 
son, Harold Ingersoll Bell, who was graduated 
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from the College of Civil Engineering a t  Coy- 
nell in 1905 and died in New York City two 
years ago. The memorial is in the form of an 
endowment fund of $5,000, the income from 
which shall be used to purchase equipment and 
supplies for research in hydraulic engineering 
and related fields. 

SIR ~ O R I ~ A N  of Edinburgh Univer-' TV-~LICER, 
sitg, Scotland, has offered the College of Medi- 
cine at the University of Iowa his medical li- 
brary through Dr. Walter L. Bierring, Des 
lfoines. Sir Norman visited the university 
tu-o years ago in company with a commission 
of eminent European physicians and surgeons. 
He has announced that the gift is in apprecia- 
tion of the medical york being done a t  the 
university. He also states that he expects to 
send his son to the University of Iowa to com- 
plete his medical training. 

A COLLOIDS research laboratory in the Uni- 
versity of Manchester has been ostablishgd with 
$11,842 given for that purpose. Mr. D. C. 
Henry, a t  present a lecturer in chemistry, has 
been appointed lecturer in colloid physics and 
will take charge of the laboratory, which will 
be known as ((The Graham Research Labora- 
tory." 

DR. GEORGE GRANT MACCLTDP, cuY&tor of 
anthropology and assistant professor of pre-
historic archeology in Yale University, has been 
promoted to professorial rank with the title 
of research associate. 

DR. HUDSOS HASTISGS,of SVellesley BRIDGE 
Hills, &fassachnsetts, who has been investigator 
of business and economic questions under the 
Pollak Foundation for Economic Research, has 
been appointed professor of administrative en- 
gineering a t  Yale Cniversity. 

NR. J. L. SHELLSHEAR,demonstrator in 
anatomy a t  the University College, London, 
has been appointed professor of anatomy a t  
Hongkong, China. -

DISCUSSION AND CORRESPOND-
ENCE 

AN EXCEPTIONALLY DARK DAY IN 
NEW YORK 

STrare intervals days occur in New York 
of such exceptional darkness as to attract gen- 

era1 attention. A remarkable day of this kind 
was February 28, 1923. 

The morning dawned dark, with a Pew flakes 
of snoli7 falling until about nine o'clock. The 
darkness increased toward noon. I t  was most 
intense from nine until eleven. At that time 
the aspect of the city mas that which might be 
expected a t  night. The shops and shop win- 
dows were lighted. Offices, even on the highest 
floors of the skyscrapers, found it necessary to 
turn on the electric light. The street cars and 
tasicabs were lighted as in the evening. For 
an hour there seemed to be no change in the 
density. After noon there was a perceptible 
improvement; but the whole day was unusually 
dark. 

The next day was bright and clear, with a 
good westerly breeze. It %-as possible to com- 
pare the light on the dark day with that on a 
normal one. Print could be read as well at 
6:15 I-'.>I.on March 1 as a t  10:45 A.M. on 
February 28. Sunset mas a t  5:46 on March 1. 
In  other words, the light a t  a quarter of eleven 
in the morning of the dark day mas about the 
same as it wonld normalls be half an hour 
after sunset in the same place. The place 
whe~e  this comparison was made 7ws Fifth 
Avenue and Forty-third Street. 

I n  the streets the atmosphere was clear 
during the darkness. There was no appear-
ance of fog. Many of the tall buildings could 
be seen to their tops. It was noticecl that 
smoke and spent steam rose vertically from 
their roofs. The sky was dark gray. 

I t  is seldom that even very dark days give 
rise to so much comment. On this occasion the 
public seemed to feel that it  had a special 
reason to be alarmed. On February 28 the 
newspapers announced with sensational head-
lines that the celestial body Beta Ceti had 
blazed forth suddenly in the sky to the great 
interest of astronomers. An eminent scientist 
was quoted as saying that if such a change 
occurred in our sun, and such changes \%-ere 
not uncommon, the population of the earth 
would be annihilated. The sudden brightening 
was of the utmost practical importance. The 
dark day was therefore looked upon by thou- 
sands d t h  alarm. 

I t  has seemed worth while to inquire into 
the atmospheric conditions which prevailed at 


