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Lack of iodine causes pathological changes
which may become typical of certain geograph-
ical regions where local drinking water is de-
void of iodides. The regular supply of the ex-
tremely small traces of iodine required by hu-
mans is easily and simply accomplished by a
stroke of the pen: a food law requiring that
common table salt contain a trace of iodides.
In the manufacture of table salt, either from
sea water or salines, iodides are present in the
raw material and the incorporation of a trace
of them into the sodium chloride requires no
additional cost and presents no additional dif-
ﬁ(?ulty. By a slight change in the technie of
crystallization the danger of iodine starvation
would be thus eliminated once for all

Inco W. D. Hacku

AN ENTOMOLOGICAL ANTIQUE

REeceNTLY the California Academy of Sei-
ences has received through the kindness of
Colonel John R. White, superintendent of the
Sequoia and General Grant National Forests,
and Mr. Joseph D. Grant, member of the board
of trustees of the academy, a section of an
eleven-foot log of the Big Tree (Sequoia
gigantea) from the Giant Forest, Tulare
County, California. On examining this section
I noticed that the tree of which this was a seec-
tion had been struck by lightning about twelve
hundred years ago and had then become in-
fested by the larvee of some wood-boring
beetle. Later the tree had grown over the
infested area and completely covered it with
a growth of healthy normal wood, thus com-
pletely sealing up the work of the beetles. It
oceurred to me if I could secure some of this
infested wood I might discover the dried re-
mains of some of the beetles and thus be en-
abled to compare them directly with the same
species as now found in this forest and learn
if any echange had occurred in the species
during these twelve hundred years. I there-
fore went at once to the Giant Forest and
through the kind assistance of Colonel White
and his efficient helpers was able to secure a
number of pieces of the infested wood from
this portion of the log. On examining these in
the laboratory I dug out two fairly complete
specimens of Trachykele opulenta Fall, one
shriveled larva of the same and the remains
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of two hymenopterous parasites associated
with them. Later these specimens of the
beetles were compared very carefully by Dr.
E. C. Van Dyke and Mr. H. E. Burke with
specimens of the same species in Mr. Burke's
collection which were recently taken in the
same forest and on the same species of tree
now living there. The result of this compari-
son reveals the fact that this species has under-
gone no appreciable change during these twelve
hundred years. This species is somewhat
variable, but Mr. Burke has specimens that
agree in every detail with the fragments taken
from the log.

Some details regarding this redwood tree
may be of interest. It started as a seedling
in the year 217 A.D. When 421 years old it.
was struck by lightning, stripping the bark and®
burning the wood for a width of about one:
foot down the length of the trunk., This
burned area became infested by the Trachykele
larvee and was mined to a depth of about two
inches. The tree at once began covering the
wound with a new growth of wood and this
process was completed in about fifty years,
since which time the work of the beetles has
been herinetically sealed within the heart of the
sound living tree. A period of 1,279 years
elapsed from the injury to the tree, and prob-
ably first infestation of the beetles, until the
tree fell in 1917. As these beetles must have
been dead in their galleries before being sealed
by the growth of the tree they certainly repre-
sent the species as it was more than twelve
hundred years ago. It must, of course, be
recognized that Trachykele opulenta pertains
to an archaic type, perhaps the most primitive
of our Buprestids, and undoubtedly the chax-
acters of the species had become well fixed
long before the Christian era. In some more
plastic group the results of such a comparison
might have been very different. I should add
that when it fell this tree was sound to its
roots, that these beetles were taken from a
point about forty feet from the ground level,
and that I was able to follow the work of the
insect for a distance of about fifty feet up
the trunk beyond this point by the sawing of
the log during the past summer.

Epwarp P. VAN Duzee
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